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Tarawneh leaves for Cairo today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Fives v 
leaves today for Cairo to convey a J/ y Tarawneh 

Royal Highness Crown Prince H,s 

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak^Un 
outcome of Prince Hasson’s , i n S , w,th 

President Yasser Arafat and Israeli Pa ! c . stirli:in 

Benyamin Neumyahu in addition to tte df' V 

opmeots in the region, according to Jori.n t? ^ ' 

Tarawneh will also hold talks with hk ^ ,cv,MOn - 

terpnrt Kao^l Gan Z0U n 

revive the peace process in the region J t fc " ^ ,u 
Jordan's support for Egypt's efforts u, !u 1 cra,e 

between Ankara and Damascus Tarawn k“ 
accompanied by Foreign Minister Abdul 111 Stib 

Jordan Times 

An independent Arab political daily published by the Jordan Press Foundah6c^V^^\ 
Lowyi Js, j l ±y f *'CsS^ 

Arafat cancels Mayo Clinic visit 

WASHINGTON i Agencies) — Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat has decided to cancel a scheduled visit to Hls 
M ajesty King Hussein at a Minnesota hospital ahead ol 
the Mjdeast summit here, Palestinian officials said 
Wednesday. .Arafat was due to arrive in Washington at 
around S:0U p.m. (0UU0 GMT) after slopping in London 
for talks with British Prime Minister Tony Blair. Arafat 
had planned to confer with the King who is undergoing 
cancer treatment at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester ahead 
of the summit. However the officials said Arafat could 
make the trip to Minnesota on Saturday when negotia- 
tions break for the Jewish Sabbath. A Mayo Clinic 
spokeswoman told the Associated Press Arafat cancelled 
the trip to the clinic. Spokeswoman Jane Jacobs said she 
did not know why the visit was cancelled or whether it 
would be rescheduled. 
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Prince Hassan, Netanyahu express ‘cautious optimism’ 
that Washington summit will lead to breakthrough 


Bv Alia A. Toukan 

AMMAN — His Rovul 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hasstm, the Regent, and 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
Wednesday expressed “cau- 
tious optimism” that the 
upcoming Wye Plantation 
talks between the Palestin- 
ian National Authority and 
Israel would lead to a peace 
breakthrough. 

In eleventh hour discus- 
sions, held a day before 
Netanyahu and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat are 
set to meet in the U.S. to 
hammer out the final details 
of what is hoped to end the 
20-month peace deadlock, 
the Israeli premier, accom- 
panied by newly-appointed 
Foreign Minister Ariel 

Sharon, briefed Crown 

Prince Hassan on Israel's 
position regarding the talks, 
scheduled to begin Thurs- 
day. 

"The prime minister gave 
us a pleasant surprise visit 
to Jordan today to put us in 
the mood of realism, but 
also a certain cautious 
hope, that the conversations 
in Wye (Plantation) are 
going to mean a final con- 
solidation of a very impor- 
tant step in the on-going 
conversations between the 
PNA and Israel,” said — 
Prince Hassan. 

Officials said Arafat 
asked Jordan to intervene 
on the PNA's behalf to con- 
vince Israel to accept the 
American peace deal, 
which calls for a 13 per cent 
Israeli troop withdrawal 
from die West Bank, among 
other things. 

Jordan aims to “facilitate” 
movement on the Palestin- 
ian-lsraeli peace track, but 
not to mediate between the 
two sides, said the Crown 
Prince, adding that the 
Kingdom does not speak on 
behalf of the Palestinians. 

“We have said on more 
than one occasion that we 
do not negotiate on behalf 
of the Palestinians, and we 
do not pressure the Pales- 
tinians, nor do we represent 


them, said Prince Hassan. 

The Crown Prince, who 
held talks with the Palestin- 
ian president on Monday, 
said Arafat is determined to 
see an end to the peace 
stalemate. 

Prince Hassan also said 
people want to enjoy the 
economic benefits of peace, 
that have so far been elu- 
sive. 

For his pan. Netanyahu 
said that a successful round 
ot talks in the U.S. was pos- 
sible it the Palestinians 
“live up to their commit- 
ments.” 

“W r e believe they can suc- 
ceed. Israel is prepared to 
do its part if the Palestini- 
ans do their part... especially 
in the field of security and 
other outstanding issues,” 
said Netanyahu. 

The Israeli prime minister 
said he hoped his country's 
1 994 peace treaty with Jor- 
dan would serve us a model 
for a peace that “would 
expand and encompass the 
whole region.” 

Netanyahu’s visit to 
Amman comes a day after 
an Israeli man was shut 
dead, which prompted him 
to say on Tuesday that there 
is “no chance at this stage” 
of signing a peace deal with 
the PNA. During Wednes- 
day’s press conference he 
denied saying this. 

On the Jordanian side. 
Crown Prince Hassan was 
accompanied by Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh, 
Foreign Minister Abdul Hah 
Khatib, Minister of Infor- 
mation Nasser Judeh. Min- 
ister of Water Hani Mulki, 
and Jordan's Ambassador 
to Israel Omar Rifai. 

In addition to Netanyahu 
and Sharon, the Israeli dele- 
gation also included Israel's 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Oded Eran. 

According to Jordan news 
agency. Petra, the talks 
between rhe two sides also 
focused on economic-relat- 
ed issues, in particular 
“Israeli obstacles to trade 
between Jordan and the 
PNA.” 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on Wednesday welcomes Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, who is accompanied by newly-appointed Foreign Minister Ariel Sharon to the Royal 
Court. The talks were attended on tne Jordanian side by Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh and Royal Court 
Chief Jawad Anani (Photo by Boghos) 


Regent briefs 
King on talks 

Clinton calls His Majesty 


AMMAN (J.T. I — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
sun, the Regent, yesterday 
briefed His Majesty King 
Hussein un the outcome of the 
two meetings the Crown 
Prince held with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

.ALso Wednesday U.S. Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton telephoned 
King Hussein to inquire about 
his health. President Clinton 
wished the King a speedy 
recovery and continued good 
health and happiness. JTV 
said. 

The two leaders exchanged 
views on several regional 
issues, including the peace 
talks between Israel and Pales- 
tinians and the trilateral sum- 
mit which will be held at Wye 
Plantation in the vicinity of 
Washington to discuss the 
U.S. proposals for the second 
phase of the Israeli army rede- 
ployment in the West Bank. 


President Clinton expressed 
the U.S. commitment to pur- 
sue efforts to achieve peace in 
the region and help Israel and 
Palestinians to work out their 
differences. 

President Clinton expressed 
appreciation for the role King 
Hussein plays in supporting 
the Middle East peace process 
and pledged his country's con- 
tinued support for Jordan in all 
fields, particularly in econom- 
ic and defence fields. 

The two leaders also 
exchanged views on the Turfc- 
Lsh-Syrian dispute and the 
ongoing crisis between the 
rwo countries. 

Both leaders underlined the 
need to settle the dispute 
between the two neighbouring 
countries through dialogue 
and peaceful means. 

They commended the 
Egyptian mediation efforts to 
deftise the crisis and wished 
the Egyptians every success in 
their endeavours. 


Israel puts positive gloss on success of peace summit 


TEL AVIV |R) — Israel put a 
positive gloss on prospects tor 
a U.S. Middle East peace sum- 
mit on Wednesday, predicting 
success if Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat meets Israeli 
demands to crack down on 
activists. 

Under U.S. pressure to give 
peace a chance. Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu — 
Arafat's begrudging summit 
partner — changed his main 
tune from that of Tuesday 
night when his office said a 
signed deal had “no chance at 
this stage.” 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
aims to break a IV-tnonth-old 
peace deadlock at the summit 


starting on Thursday with 
Israel handing over a farther 1 3 
per cent of the West Bank to 
Palestinians in rerum for secu- 
rity guarantees. 

While Arafat left Palestinian- 
ruled Gaza for London cn 
route tor the summit at Wye 
Plantation outside Washington. 
Netanyahu and his new hawk- 
ish Foreign Minister Ariel 
Sharon discussed the forth- 
coming talks with HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan in 
Amman. 

“We believe they can suc- 
ceed. Israel is prepared to do its 
part if the Palestinians do tlieir 
part... especially in the field of 
security and other outstanding 


issues." Netanyahu told a news 
conference in Amman. 

The killing of an Israeli by 
suspected Palestinian gunmen 
on Tuesday had prompted 
Netanyahu’s office to say that 
under the circumstances there 
was no chance of signing a 
new deal with the Palestinians. 

“Israel wants to reach peace. 
I believe that it’s important, it's 
possible, it’s reachable. It’s not 
a short procedure. It will take 
time,” Sharon said in occupied 
Jerusalem, sounding uncharac- 
teristically upbeat about peace 
in his first comments since the 
cabinet appointed him foreign 
minister on Tuesday. "Of 
course Israel will be very care- 


ful in its demand that the Pales- 
tinian side will implement all 
its obligations that have been 
decided and agreed," added 
Sharon, whose appointment as 
foreign minister caps a remark- 
able comeback from his forced 
ouster as defence minister in 
1933 during the Lebanon war. 

In Gaza City, 300 Palestinian 
demoastrators opposed to 
Sharon's appointment and to 
making concessions at the 
summit chanted: "Clinton’s a 
coward — No to the American 
solutions.” 

Palestinian officials said 
Arafat would meet British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair in 
London. They accused 


Netanyahu of using Tuesday's 
killing as a pretext to row back 
from an accord. 

"Netanyahu's soul is to delay 
or even stop reaching a deal 
and he is using the killings as 
an excuse,” Palestinian nego- 
tiator Hassan Astbur said in 
Washington. 

In Gaza on Tuesday. Arafat 
said there was still “a lot to be 
solved" before a deal could be 
sealed U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright spoke to 
Netanyahu by phone on Tues- 
day and her spokesman said an 
agreement at the summit was 
no sure thing. 

In another pessimistic sign, a 
poll of 1331 Palestinians 


showed a majority supported 
military action against Israel 
and doubted a final peace deal 
could ever be forged 

The survey, by the Centre for 
Palestinian Research and Stud- 
ies, showed a slight increase in 
support for armed violence 
against Israel to 51 per cent 
from 50 per cent in August, 
while 44 per cent opposed it 
and the rest had no opinion. 

Netanyahu's office denied a 
report in Israel’s Haaretz news- 
paper on Wednesday that U.S. 
officials liad asked Israel to 
consider accepting die princi- 
ple of an eventual Palestinian 
scare as part of a final paper at 
the summit (see page 12). 


Amman demands Damascus account for fate of Jordanians in Syria 


By Aka A. Toukan 

AMMAN — The Foreign 
Ministry has presented the 
Syrian chaigd d'affaires in 
Amman with a list of Jordani- 
ans missing or detained in 
Syria and has demanded 
"immediate answers" as to 
their whereabouts, officials 
said Wednesday. 

A government document 
made available to the Jordan 


Times lists 239 Jordanians 
missing after entering Syria, 
and 190 detained in Syrian 
jails. 

Officials told the Jordan 
Tunes the number of Jordani- 
ans held in Syria on "security- 
related" grounds has increased 
in the past few months. 

"Many (Jordanians) have 
been detained upon entry into 
Syria," said an official, adding 
that if Damascus did not want 


Jordanians to enter Syrian ter- 
ritory then the concerned 
authorities should "just send 
them back at the bonder." 
rather than arrest them once 
they enter the country. 

"They treat Jordanians as if 
they arc Syrian subjects," he 
said. 

The document, which listed 
the names of all those missing 
or jailed, said that successive 
governments, as well as inter- 


national and local human 
rights groups, have repeatedly 
attempted to inquire as to the 
whereabouts of the Jordani- 
ans, and to lobby for their 
release, but to no avail. 

The officials said Jordan 
approached Syria on many 
occasions over those missing 
and detained, but Damascus 
has always claimed ignorance 
when confronted with the 
issue, and demanded a fist of 


names. 

During an Arab League 
summit in Cairo two weeks 
ago. Foreign Minister Abdul 
Hah Khatib gave his Syrian 
counterpart Farouk Sharaa a 
memorandum inquiring about 
the fate of the prisoners. 

The government's list con- 
flicts with other figures on the 
number of prisoners in Syria, 
cited in the past week. The 
original number exceeded 


700, while a popular commit- 
tee of families of Jordanian 
prisoner* in Syria maintains 
the figure exceeds 1.00U (see 
related story on page 3). 

The document said the exact 
number of Jordanians held in 
Syria is hard to establish as 
some may have been forced 
into changing their names, 
while others may have been 
released but have not returned 
to the Kingdom. 


Syria waiting for reply from 
Turkey to resume direct talks 


Four-year-old Iraqi cancer victim 
arrives in Amman en route home 

Binyantin said the girl under- 


Damascus (r> — Syria 

said on Wednesday it was 
expecting a Turkish response to 
its offer to resume talks of the 
joint, specialised committees to 
discuss security, water and 
political issues as part of efforts 
to solve a crisis between the 
two neighbours. 

“We tiered to resume meet- 
ings of the specialised joint 
committees to discuss any out- 
standing issues and to find 
solutions that would serve the 
interests of both countries and 
peoples’' a senior Syrian offi- 
cial said. 

He told Reuters the media- 
tion efforts by Egypt to solve 
the crisis over Damascus' 
alleged support for Kurdistan 
rebels were still continuing and 

making progress. 


“We in Syria are keen to pre- 
serve good ties with our neigh- 
bour Turkey and to prevenr 
anything that might disturb 
these ties especially that there 
are many' things in common 
between the Syrian and Turk- 
ish peoples.” he added. 

The specialised Syrian -Turk- 
ish committees were formed in 
1992 when both states were in 
eood terms but the meetings 
topped over four years ago. 

Turkey has threatened to use 
force if Syria does not expel 
Abdullah Oealan. head of the 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK1 
which has been waging a 14- 
y ear-old campaign for Kurdish 
autonomy in southeast Turkey. 

But several Turkish officials 
indicated following the media- 
tion efforts by Egypt aw* lran 


that the PKK leader has left 
Syria. 

Damascus also confirmed he 
was not in Syria with an official 
saying Oealan has not entered 
Syria for montiis and that if he 
ever came he could have done 
so with a faLse passport. 

In addition to the security 
issue Syria is also at odds with 
Turkey over territorial sover- 
eignly, water sharing and 
Ankara’s increasing military 
ties with Israel. 

Diplomats said that Syria 
wanted Turkey to forge a per- 
manent water agreement with 
Damascus that would ensure 
the continued flow of “ade- 
quate” amounts of water of the 
River Euphrates to Syria and to 
slow down its military cooper- 
ation with Israel. 


AMMAN (AP) — An Iraqi 
child who was treated in Scot- 
land for malnutrition and 
leukaemia because of the 
efforts of a British lawmaker 
arrived in Jordan Wednesday 
on her way back home. 

The four-year-old Mariam 
Hamza, who has lose her hair 
from chemotherapy, was car- 
ried by her grandmother, Fawn 
Hamid, into a VIP airport 
lounge after arriving in 
Ammon on a commercial 
flight. 

‘Thank God. Mariam was 
taken to England and received 
the treatment,’’ Hamid said. 

The girl was accompanied by 
Iraqi-British physician Foutouh 
Binyamin and Labour Party 
Parliament Member George 
Galloway who had taken her 
out of Iraq in April. 


went ehemotiierapy and radio- 
therapy for several months in a 
Scottish hospnaL "She is in a 
remission stage and has recov- 
ered,” he said. 

The group is scheduled to 
leave for Baghdad Thursday 
aboard a private plane that has 
been approved to fly to Iraq by 
the United Nations in an 
exemption from the sanctions, 
which prevent flights to and 
from the country. 

The U.N. also had allowed 
Mariam to be flown out of 
Baghdad instead of subjecting 
her to the gruelling drive of at 
least 1U hours across the desert 
to the Amman airport. 

Galloway, a regular visitor to 
Iraq, has long coiled for the lift- 
ing of UN. sanctions imposed 
after Iraq’s I WO invasion of 


Kuwait. He spoiled Mariam in 
a hospital during one of his 
trips and arranged for her to be 
treated in Sail and She also 
was suffering from salmonella. 

Galloway said he wanted to 
highlight the suffering of the 
Iraqi public due to UN. sanc- 
tions that have caused severe 
shortages of medicines and 
medical equipment Iraqi offi- 
cials say hundreds of children 
die every day in the country'. 

Mariam's cancer treatment 
cost £55,000 ($93,000), which 
was paid for by private dona- 
tions. 

The girl who brought with 
her 3.000 toys fa - other Iraqi 
children and medication for 
two years, was taken to A1 
Amal Cancer Hospital in 
Amman for an overnight stay. 


Amman municipality 
approves building 
Maronite church 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Amman municipal council 
late Tuesday endorsed the 
leasing of a four-dunum 
plot of land to the Christ- 
ian Maronite community 
to build a church. 

Thirty-four of the 40 
council members voted for 
the 20-year lease, which 
was granted for a symbol- 
ic annual fee of JD 100. 

The four-dunum plot on 
which Jordan's around 
1,500 Maronites will have 
their parish lays on the 
Airport Highway south of 
the capital, close to the 
Amman National Park at 
Urn Kundurn. 

One Municipal Council 
member told the Jordan 
Times Wednesday rhat the 
decision will have to be 
approved by rhe Council 
of Ministers before a con- 
tract to lease the land can 
be signed. 

A report published in the 
Arabic daily A1 Dusrour 
also on Wednesday said 
six council members 
opposed the move during 
Tuesday’s council session. 

Council member Musa 
Wahsh was quoted as say- 
ing that Jordanian lands 


cannot be leased because 
they were declared a reli- 
gious endowment (Wuqfi 
in a legal opinion issued 
by Muslim scholars 
(Fatwa). 

Such a view was report- 
edly countered by council 
member Nadim Muasher, 
who said the lease to the 
Maronite community 
reflected Jordan's reli- 
gious freedom and historic 
openness to people of dif- 
ferent faiths. 

Plans to build a 
Maronite church appeared 
in the local press last week 
and were immediately met 
with fire by three Muslim 
Brotherhood leaders, who 
urged the Municipal 
Council not to approve the 
lease. 

Hie government stressed 
that religious freedom, 
upheld by the constitution, 
is and will continue to be a 
component of national 
identity. 

Information Minister 
Nasser Judeh said earlier 
this week the Maronite 
church ranked sixth in a 
list of nine Christian 
churches recognised by a 
1958 Royal Decree. 
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Former officer accuses 
Zeroual aide of torture 


ALGIERS (R) — A former 
intelligence officer accused a 
top aide of Algerian President 
Liamine Zeroual of racketeer- 
ing and supervising the torture 
of activists. 

Hicham Abboud said in an 
open letter carried by three 
local dailies on Wednesday 
that Mohammad Betchine, 
who headed the North African 
country's powerful military 
intelligence apparatus until the 
early 1990s. had exploited his 
vast powers to accumulate 
wealth for hims elf and his 
family. 

“Algeria is not honoured to 
have in its power structure a 
person whose finan cial scan- 
dals and brutality in employ- 
ing his powers fill the front 
pages,” Abboud said in the let- 
ter in which he detailed 
alleged Betchine 's wrongdo- 
ings. 

“I am ready fora public con- 
frontation [supported] with 
documents that testify to 
everything I have written," 
added Abboud. who was head 
of Be tchine's office at the 
intelligence service. 

The letter was published in 
full in the Arabic-Ianguage 
newspaper A1 Khabar. 


Iranian 

authority 


segregation 

bill 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s 
Council of Guardians rejected 
a bill calling for sexual segre- 
gation in hospitals approved 
by . parliament early this 
month, newspapers reported 
Wednesday. 

The council, a higher leg- 
islative body which seeks to 
ensure laws passed by the par- 
liament conform to the consti- 
tution and Islamic law, said 
the programme would cost 
money. 

The bill, passed by the con- 
servative-dominated parlia- 
ment on Oct 4, would require 
the health ministry to take 
measures cm gender segrega- 
tion in hospitals. 

That includes offering med- 
ical services compatible with 
Islamic law, in particular the 
treatment of women by 
female staff and men by male 
staff. 

The measure received initial 
approval in April despite 
opposition from the govern- 
ment, reformists and the 
media. 
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Excerpts of it appeared in the 
two main French-language 
newspapers La Tribune and El 
Watan. 

Analysts said the virulent 
anack appeared to be part of a 
campaign by influential army 
generals who. they said, last 
month forced Zeroual to step 
down 21 months before the 
end of his term after he refused 
to sack Betchine as his top 
advisor. 

In his letter. Abboud alleged 
dial Betchine had illegally 
taken over government villas 
and handed them over to his 
daughter and his son-in-law. 
accepted luxury cars in return 
for favours, while at the same 
time used his influence to 
build a business network. 

But La Tribune newspaper 
said the attack did not absolve 
Abboud from responsibility in 
Betchine's alleged violations. 

"These serious accusations, 
which included Abboud's tes- 
timony that he witnessed Bet- 
chine personally supervising 
torture [of activists] in October 
1988. do not dear his name 
because he [Abboud] was an 
intelligence officer at the 
time." it said in a commentary. 

‘The result is terrible and its 


repercussions serious in a 
country that is entering a cru- 
cial stage while there no light 
at the end of die Algerian tun- 
nel," La Tribune said, referring 
to almost seven years of civil 
strife that have racked Algeria. 

The allegations followed 
similar ones in June and July 
from some political groups 
who said Betchine wanted 
power in order to build what 
they dubbed as “Betchine's 
empire" 

Betchine's allies have 
responded in “support state- 
ments" carried by the official 
Algerian news agency APS 
saying the allegations intended 
to discredit a “patriotic linch- 
pin of the power structure." 

The North African country 
has been shaken by conflict 
between security forces and 
Islamists since early 1992 
when the authorities cancelled 
a general election dominated 
by Islamists. 

Human right groups have 
questioned some of the 
killings and have called for an 
independent probe into the 
violence in which more than 
65,000 people have been 
killed according to Western 
estimates. 
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ANTI-TURKISH RALLY IN DAMASCUS: Palestinian protesters shout anti-Turk- 
ish solgans Wednesday during a demonstration at the Yarmouk refugee camp near 
Damascus. The demonstrators, who protested the Turkish threats against Syria, 
carried pictures of Syrian President Hafez Assad (Reuters photo] 


Sudan extends truce in 
south to help aid delivery 


Liberal editor freed 
from Iranian jail 



TEHRAN (AJFP) — The 
director of a popular liberal 
Iranian newspaper has been 
freed from jail a month after 
he was arrested on charges of 
acting against national securi- 
ty, the official IRNA news 
agency reported Wednesday 

Hamid-Reza Jalai-Pour of 
Toos daily was released Tues- 
day night after his mother met 
Iran's supreme leader. Ayatol- 
lah Ali Khamanel the agency 
said. 

After the meeting, 
Khamanel ordered a’ Tehran 
revolutionary court to release 
Jalai-Pour on bafl. IRTCVsartt' 
adding that the “investigation 
into Jalai-Pour’s charges 
would continue." 

Toos was shut down by the 
security forces and its editorial 
staff arrested in mid-Septem- 
ber for “acting against the 
national security and inter- 
ests.” 


The three senior officials of 
the newspaper Mashallah 
Shamsolvaezine and Ibrahim 
Nabavi and Jalai-Pour were all 
taken into detention. 

The culture ministry said 
Toos was closed because of an 
interview with former French 
President Valery Giscard d’Es- 
taing in which he claimed 
Islamic Republic founder Aya- 
tollah Ruhollah Khomeini bad 
sought and been granted polit- 
ical asylum when he went to 
France before the Islamic rev- 
olutiornri 1978. 

Toos, which supported Pres- 
'ident Mohammad Khatami 
and his moderate views, had 
been popular with young Ira- 
nians and intellectuals. 

But ft had come under grow- 
ing attack from hardline con- 
servatives which accused the 
paper of seeking to undermine 
the values of the 1979 Islamic 
revolution. 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan 
has extended a ceasefire with 
rebels in die southern Bahr A1 
Ghazal region for three 
months to allow food relief to 
reach the hunger-stricken area. 

‘The government has 
renewed its commitment to the 
ceasefire in BahrAl Ghazal for 
three months." the government 
newspaper AJ Anbaa said on 
Wednesday. “Foreign Minister 
Mustafa Osman Ismail said 
the decree was made on 
humanitarian grounds." 

Sudan and the main south- 
ern rebel group, the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SETA), agreed in July on a 
limited three-month ceasefire 
which expired on Wednesday. 


The SPLA said last week it 
would extend the truce in Bahr 
A) Ghazal for three months, 
and said its ceasefire would 
cover Western Upper Nile, an . 
area also suffering a hunger 
crisis. 

The A1 Anbaa report did not 
mention Western Upper Nile. 
Aid agencies have said they 
regretted the government 
ceasefire did not cover that 
area. 

British Minis ter of State at 
the Foreign Office Derek 
Fatchett hie welcomed the 
government's decision to 
extend the ceasefire in BahrAl 
Ghazal by three months. 

He said in a statement the 
renewal of the truce by the 


government and SPLA 
“means that much needed aid 
will continue to reach a region 
that has been so badly affected 
by hunger.” 

T hope it will also give con- 
fidence to the two parties to 
pursue broader peace negotia- 
tions within the IGAD frame- 
work," Fatchett said on Tues- 
day. 

The original ceasefire was 
agreed while Fatchett was vis- 
iting Sudan and Kenya in July. 

The government has held 
several inconclusive rounds of 
talks with the SETA under the 
aegis of the Inter-Govemmen- 
tal Authority for Development 
(IGAD), a regional grouping. 


Egyptian rights group slams U.S. 
over religious persecution law 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Egypt- 
ian Human Rights Organisa- 
tion (EOHR) on Wednesday 
accused the United States of 
employing double standards, 
after Congress passed a law 
providing for sanctions 
against countries accused of 
religious persecution. 

“The EOHR believes that 
this law is a clear manifesta- 
tion of the double standards 


and selective criteria by the 
USA in dealing with human- 
rights issues.” 

“The USA disregards the 
gross violations committed 
by Israeli troops against the 
legitimate rights of the Pales- 
tinian people... and on the 
massacres taking place in 
Kosovo." 

“At the same time it selects 
a number of human rights 


issues in other regions of foe' 
world and uses them for polk-, 
ical reasons," it said. 

The law allows the imposi- 
tion of diplomatic and eco- 
nomic sanctions on nations 
Washington deems religious 
persecutors and has had the 
backing of Jewish and Christ- 
ian religious groups, includ- 
ing the U.S.-based American 
Coptic Association. 


Saudi Arabia denies asking for Ben Laden’s extradition 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi Interior Minis- 
ter Prince Nayef Ben Abdul Aziz on 
Wednesday said the freeze between 
Riyadh and the Taleban was not due to the 
Islamic militia's refusal to extradite Saudi 
dissident Osama Ben Laden. 

“The Saudi government did not ask the 
Taleban to hand over Osama Ben Laden,” 
the minister said, quoted by the local AJ 
Jazdra daily. 


“The breakdown in diplomatic relations 
with the Afghan movement was the result 
of certain actions" by the Taleban, die 
minister said without elaborating. 

Talks on terrorism, including specific 
references do Ben Laden, were held 
between U.S. Defence Secretary William 
Cohen and Saudi Amina's Defence Minis- 
ter Prince Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz on Tues- 
day. 


following the meeting. Pentagon 
spokesman Kenneth Bacon told reporters 
the talks covered bringing “Ben Laden to 
justice, efforts by the Saudis, as well as our 
efforts to attack his terrorism network.” 
On Wednesday. Prince Nayef added: 
"The kingdom wishes Afghanistan well 
but certain actions which should not have 
been carried out by the brothers in 
Afghanistan led to this.” 


Riyadh expelled the Taleban ’s charge 
d'affaires from the kingdom on SepL 23 
and recalled its own charge d'affaires from 
Kabul 

Wakil Ahmad Mutawakkil a 
spokesman far the Taleban in Abu Dhabi 
told AFP last week that “Saudi Arabia offi- 
cially asked us, before the. US. raid [on 
Afghanistan], to hand over Osama Box 
Laden bur we refused” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Regent calls for developing PSD 

AMMAN HRH Crown Prince HassaM* Regent 

Wednesday called for further developing *e _perfomance of 
foe Public Security Department through ofieong qudity tram- 
ing and piking new technology. During a visit to the depart- 
Sent, Prince Hassan snessed Ihe need to impkanentmg 
advanced training programmes to cope with foe n ame of the 
difficult security tasks assigned to the force. PP-St?* 
briefed by PSD Director Lt. General Nasouh Muhieddm on foe 
PSD’s requirements to further develop security services, Jne 
Crown Prince also visited a special police rommand, where he 
was briefed by its commander. Brigadier Mazen Mugbrabi. on 
its and its role in providing field support for PSD units. 

Regent receives Danish general 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, ^ 
Wednesday received the chief of staff of the Danish aimed . 
forces. Lieutenant General Christian Feit Prince Hassan con- 
ferred the- A1 btihqaq Medal of the First Order upon the Danish 
geoeraL Attending the audience was the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Field Marshal Abdul Hafez Mira’i Kaabneh. 

Prince Ra’d attends play 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid Wednesday 
attended the first performance of a joint Jordaman-Mestinianr 
Israeh play at the Royal Cultural Centre. The play entitled. The 
Last Enemy,” was financed by the United States Information 
Agency, the NoorAl Hussein Foundation, the Poes Centre for 
Peace, Palestinian and Israeli organisations aixi UNESCO. 

Students protest over Netanyahu visit 

AMMAN (R) — University students burned the feraefi flag 
and chanted slo gans Wednesday in protest against a viat by 
Israeli Primp Minister Benyarnin Netanyahu. “Just you waft, 
Netanyahu, we will bury you in your grave,” protesters shouted 
during the demonstration by 150 students at the University of 
Jordan. “You coward, you are neither animal nor human.” As 
security guards looked on, the students set fire to a card painted 
in the colours of the Israeli flag and chanted Islamic slogans. 
Netanyahu paid a flying visit to Jordan for talks before a sum- 
mit meeting in the United States on Thursday with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 

Government to loan JDllm for housing 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The government has decided to loan the 
country's militar y housing fund JD1 1 million to help it build 
housing estates for army personnel Information Minister Nass- 
er Judeh. speaking after a regular Cabinet session Tuesday 
evening, said the decision was taken in compliance with tie 
directives of His Majesty King Hussein and in implementation 
of tiie commitments made by the prime minister in his state- 
ment of policy to Parliament in August. The loan to the military 
fund wfl] be backed by a government guarantee and will be dis- 
bursed through the Jordan Real Estate Refinancing Company, 
themimstersaidTItemilitary fund will be responsible for pay- 
ing back tiie loans, and the government will exempt the benefi- 
ciaries form paying interest, he added. 

EC concludes sampling contract 

AMMArt (J.T.) — The Royal Scientific Society and the Euro- 
pean Commission Delegation yesterday signed an agreement 
under which the EC wiD cany out water sampling as part of 
additional investigations within the European Union-financed 
feasibility study era wastewater collection, treatment, disposal 
and re-use systems for the Catchment Area of the Yannouk and 
Jordan rivers, an EC statement said Results of the sampling 
wiD be incorporated in the final feasibility study of the “waste- 
water" project, an ECU780.000 project consisting of the prepa- 
ration of technical, economic and financial feasibility studies, 
preliminary designs and an environmental impact assessment 
for the main project elements. These include construction or 
expansion of wastewater collection and treatment plants, instal- 
lation of disposal or re-use systems, and treatment of agricul- 
tural drainage water. 

Women charged for counterfeiting 

AMMAN (J.T.) — State Prosecutor Sained Mksbed on 
Wednesday charged a 30-year-old woman with trafficking and 
possessing one counterfeited $100 bill According to the prose- 
cution sheet, the defendant, Zeinab A_ possessed the $100 
foiged bill and sold it to her friend for JD20. “When her friend 
tried to cadi the amount, she discovered that h was forged." 
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05:34 

11:21 

-(Sunrise) Duha 

14:37 - 


17:09 


18:26 - 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh,TeL 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/462481 1 . 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German-speaking Evangelical 

Congregation Tel 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tei. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swa- 
fiefa TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English - 1 angufty 
Catholic Parish TeL 46 1 41 90 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 

4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 


The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 477133! 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
On Thrusday temperatures are 
expected to drop slightly and 
humidity to rise with clouds 
appearing at different alti- 
tudes and winds northwesterly 
moderate to active. On Friday, 
temperatures will drop further. 
Fine weather conditions will 
prevail during the day becom- 
ing cool at night. In Aqaba, it 
will be hot and occasionally 
dusty, winds southerly active, 
and seas choppy. 


Amman 

Aqaba 

19/31 

24/37 

Deserts 

16/33 


26/37 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
.Amman 34, Aqaba 40 

Humidity readings: 

Amman 

14 per cent. Aqaba 

32 per 

cent. 


Following are the highest tem- 
peratures expected today in the 

following areas: 


Ajloun 

26 


30 

Um Qays 

31 

Madaba 

32 

Petra 

33 


Dead Seas 37 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Du Yousef Rashid 4875792 

Dc Jum'a AbuDfahb 475S848 

Dr Khamjbai 4784450 

Dr WaHd Al Masri 5675485 

Rras pharmacy —5661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema p har macy ..4637055 
Nairoukh pharmacy ...4623672 
Al Salam pharmacy ...4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy- .4644945 

S hmdsan i p harma cy .. 4637660 
N^jib pharmacy .5347632 

men): 

Dr. Issam Al Safih 246858 

Al Quds pharmacy -.( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Halaseh 982799 

KhaEfeh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre.....46371 1 1 
G\iDdbi»DqxmiM_5661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue.- .4630341 

Civil Defence £mergencv.„..!99 
Rescue Police 192.4621 1 I 1,4637777 

Fire Brigade 4617101 

Blood Bank. 4775121 

Highway Police 5343402 

Traffic Police. .4896390 

Public Security DepL....4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints 5661 176 


V^&SeM33^Canpbin!s 4847467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints — — 4787 1 1 1 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) - 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs.—. .5661 101 

Jordan Television .4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .4774111 

Water Authority 5680100 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 

Electric Power Co_ .4636381 

RJ Flight Information. .44-53200 
Queen Alia InlL Airport ..44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The An* Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921 199 

The Islamic, Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Centre TeL 
5856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khali di Maternity — .4644281/6 

Ajkileh Maternity 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 
Malhas. J. Amman. —.4636140 
Palestine, Shmdsani ....5607071 
Shmdsani Hospital .....5669131 
University Hospital — 5353444 
Ai-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali 51664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen —4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. -.4775111/26 

Army, Marka .... — .489 1611/15 
Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Amal Hospital 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 


Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Stna Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(021247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 
tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport TeL 
(44)53200 where ft should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 44 (52700) or 
44(53250). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:45 New Delhi (RJ) 

09HW Bombay (RJ) 

09:05 Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

(Mfc25 — .Beirut (RJ) 

09?10 Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

l(k00 Colombo (RJ) 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 


14:55 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

Mk 30 London (RJ) 

17:45 -Kuwait (RJ) 

18:10 ..Athens (RJ) 

18:20 Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
18:45 Ahi Dhabi AJ "Ain (RJ) 

22:00 le! Aviv (add) (RJ) 

22^5 JLamaca(RJ) 

Other Flights 

07:55 Dubai (EK) 

10:00 Kuwait (KU) 

12:00 Riyadh (SV) 

13:10 Muscat, Abu Dhabi <GF) 

14:10 .Shariqah (AH) 

14:40 Doha(QR) 

17:40 Beirut (ME) 

18*09 — ~ Pans (AF) 

19:25 .Tel Aviv (LY) 

20rfW .Cairo (MS) 

^10 London (BA) 

22:20 Istanbul (TK) 

22:35 Lamaea (CY) 

23:05 Moscow (SU) 

00:15 -Amsterdam, Beirut (KL) 

03:20 .Tunis (TU) 

04:20 Amalia (TK) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

(For Thursday and Friday) 
09:20 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA 
nnd proceeding to Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

17:00 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 

Airport on Thursday and Friday) 
(RW) 

19^0 ..—..Tel Aviv (arriving 
at QAIA on Friday only), 

(RW) 

21:35 Tel Aviv (arriving at 
QAIA an Thursday only) (RW) 
22:25 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

departures 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:45 Beirut (RJ) 

10:35 ..ATAin, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
11:15 — Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 
11:20 —.Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

11:45 Kuwait (RJ) 

12:10 Paris (RJj 

12:20 Athens (RJ) 

1235 London (RJ) 

19-35 JLarnaca (RJ) 

19:45 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

20:15 Cairo (RJ) 

20i25 Jeddah (RJ) 

21 :00 — Abu Dhabi Dubai (RJ) 
23:30 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:15 .Jstanbul (TK) 

06:50 Frankfort (LH) 

07:20 Loudon (BA) 

08:55 —Dubai (EK) 

08:55 D amas cus, Duhai (RI) 

11:00 JGiwait (KU) 

13-JO Riyadh (SV) 

14:00 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

15:00 .. Annabah, Algiers (AH) 

15:30 Doha(QR). 

19rf0 JBeirut (ME) 

20:10 Tel Aviv (LYJ 

21:00 Cairo (MS) 

OfeJO — Moscow (SU) 

01:15 -...Amsterdam (KL) 

04:20 Beirut, Tunis (TU) 

Royal Win gs 

(Few Thursday and Friday) 
07:00 Aqaba (from Marka Air- 
port) (RW) 

08:30 Aqaba (from MarkaAir- 
port on Thursday and Friday) 
(RW) 

I9rf5 Tel Aviv (from QAIA — 
mi Thursday only) (RW) 

2030 Aqaba (from QAIA) 

(RW) 
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invalidates 

union’s 

election 

results 

By Rana Husseini 

^IMAN — The Higher 
Court of Justice Wednes- 
jjy invalidated the results 
0 f‘ Union of Workers in 
Land Transport and 
Mechanics (UWLTM'j 
elections held in Karak in 
Utovember 1997. 

Eight union members 
fifed a lawsuic at the High- 
er Court of Justice on June 
14 against the labour 
unions, the board of the 
UWLTM and the president 
of the election committee 
demanding the invalidation 
of the elections after the 
administrative committee 
* as clecred by acclamation 
on Nov. 11. 

The court ruled that the 
UWLTM board did not fol- 
low legal procedures when 
holding the elections. 

The court maintained that 
ihe board should examine 
me list of candidacy 
requests by individuals 
over a ■ one-week period 
jjtjin the closing date of the 
nominations “in order to 
ensure that the candidates 
meet the necessary qualifi- 
cations to run in the elec- 
tions." 

The list should be 
referred to the general 
union, which in turn should 
announce the accepted and 
rejected candidates at the 
union's headquarters, the 
court said. 

“The board should clarify 
why certain names were 
rejected to give the rejected 
candidates the opportunity 
to appeal the board’s deci- 
sion during the one-week 
period," the court said. 

It added: "However, the 
board did not follow these 
legal procedures, did not 
late into consideration the 
specified period and did 
not publish the list of 
accepted and rejected 
union candidates,” the 
court ruled. 

Wednesday’s ruling was 
handed down by Justices 
Suleiman Owajan, Farah 
Rabadi, Mohammad 
Aiwaneh, Misbah Thiab 
and Mohammad Odeh. 



“f ^Jordanians imprisoned or detained in Syria hold banners and placards 
Umg for the release of an estimated 1,000 prisoners and detainees (Petra photo} 

Families of Jordanian 
prisoners in Syria stage 
sit-in at Parliament 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

AMMAN — Families of Jor- 
danian prisoners and 
detainees in Syrian jails on 
Wednesday staged a sit-in in 
front of Parliament to press for 
the release of their relatives. 

During the peaceful 90- 
minute protest hundreds of 
participants held up photos of 
relatives they say are being 
held by the Syrian authorities 
and placards calling on Presi- 
dent Hafez Assad to order ihe 
release of their kin. 

‘Twenty years in jail are 
enough," said one placard. 
“Save our children" and 
"President Assad: Please 

release our relatives." read 
others. 

According to a committee 
formed by the families, many 
of the Jordanian prisoners are 
being held without trial, and 
the bulk of them were political 
activists and former members 
of Palestinian organisations 
who were arrested in Syria 
and Lebanon. 

Imad Shanqawi, a lawyer 
and spokesman of the com- 
mittee, said the families might 
stage another sit-in near the 
Prime Ministry and another 
near the Syrian embassy "if 
deputies declined to undertake 
any effort” 

‘The government has not 
taken the issue seriously in the 
past, and we demand real 


elfons be exened in this direc- 
tion,” he said. 

Sharquwi told reporters that 
die committee believes tliere 
are more than I .(XX) Jordani- 
ans either in jail or missing in 
Syria. 

He said a letter was submit- 
ted to acting Lower House 
Speaker Nawaf Khawaldeh 
calling among other things for 
international human right 
groups to send fact-finding 
missions to Syria to inquire 
about the fate of Jordanian 
prisoners. 

Omar Ahmad Imran, whose 
father is believed to have been 
jailed since 1973, said the Syr- 
ian government did not allow 
his family to locale the where- 
abouts of his father. 

“My father was arrested in 
Lebanon and later on was 
taken to Syria. We were not 
allowed to inquire about him, 
but some inmates who were 
with him in Mazeh prison told 
us that he was still alive,” 
Imran told the Jordan Times. 

The mother of Khalid 
Rashid Abdullah said her son 
was arrested in Syria 16 years 
ago and was accused of being 
a “member of the Jordanian 
intelligence service." 

"My son was a member of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation and was arrested 
and never tried Whai we 
know is that he is still detained 
in Palmyra prison," she told 


the Jonkin Times. 

The protest came amid a 
strain in relations between 
Amman and Damascus alter 
Syrian Defence Minister 
Mustafa Tlass made accusa- 
tions against Jordan that drew 
a strong reaction from the 
public. 

Hakim Fayez. who was 
detained by the Syrian author- 
ities in 1971 and released in 
1993. criticised the govern- 
ment for neglecting its citizens 
in Syrian jails. 

Faye/, was among 17 mem- 
ber* of the Baath Socialist 
Party in Syria who woe 
detained following Assad's 
coup that overthrew former 
President Nour A1 Din Atasi. 

“Jordanian prisoners have 
been detained and jailed for 
the past 25 years’, the govern- 
ment knows their names and 
where they were being held, 
but it exened no effon to seek 
their release,” he said. 

“We want all Jordanian pris- 
oners to be released, but the 
government is committing a 
mistake if it is trying to twist 
the ami of the Syrian govern- 
ment by playing the prisoners 
card,” Fayez said. 

Fayez was among five Jor- 
danians released in 1993. The 
other four are: Dafi Jama’ani. 
Mjali Nasraween, Hakam 
Khateeb and Yousif Bourji. 
All were fired after more than 
20 years in prison. 


Palestinian department, American group 
sign agreement on aid to refugees 

Agency to set up office in Amman 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
American Near East 
Refugee Aid (ANERA) 
and the Palestinian Affairs 
Department Wednesday 
signed an agreement on 
providing help to the resi- 
dents of refugee camps in 
Jordan and encouraging 
them to start small 
income- generating pro- 
jects. 

ANERA President Peter 
Gubser, who signed the 
agreement with Palestinian 
Affairs Department Direc- 
tor Ibrahim Badran, said 
he was looking forward to 
cooperating "" with the 
department to provide help 
to die refugees. But be 


added that his organisation 
had to conduct a survey to 
determine the extent of the 
camp residents' needs 
before seeking funding for 
projects to improve the 
their living conditions. 

Gubser said the organi- 
sation's donors are mainly 
based in the U.S.. in addi- 
tion to the U.S. govern- 
ment and European organ- 
isations affiliated with the 
U.N., such as the 
International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, 
as well as donors from the 
Arab World. 

Gubser announced that 
ANERA, a non-govern- 
mental and non-profit 


organisation, plans to open 
an office in Amman to 
manage its projects in the 
country. He noted that the 
oiganisation has funded 
similar projects in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

The organisation 

financed or helped create 
craft centres, funded agri- 
cultural schemes and built 
slaughterhouses for 

municipalities in the Pales- 
tinian territories, he said. 

Gubser said attention 
will be focused on raising 
donations in Europe and 
the U.S. as well as the 
Arab World to fund pro- 
jects in Jordan. He added 
that the organisation will 


benefit from the expertise 
of the Ministry' of Agricul- 
ture, the Amman munici- 
pality, ihe Noor A1 Hus- 
sein Foundation and others 
in carrying our its plans 

For his part, Badran 
voiced Jordan’s apprecia- 
tion of the organisation’s 
assistance. 

He said that there is u 
"dire need” to improve the 
living conditions of the 
camps* residents and that 
Jordan requires the experi- 
ences of non-governmen- 
tal organisations to pro- 
vide assistance to local 
communities. 
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Vatican ready to recognise 
Palestinian state — envoy 

‘Israeli measures do not help dialogue on Jerusalem ’ 


By Marwan Sudah 

Perm 

AMMAN — The Vatican’s 
charge d’affaires in Jordan, 
Monsignor Dominique 
Rezeau. Wednesday said the 
Vatican is ready to recognise a 
Palestinian state and opposes 
Israel’s expansion of the w est- 
ern borders of Jerusalem and 
the construction of Jewish set- 
tlements in Palestine. 

“The Vatican is deeply inter- 
ested in Pttlestinion legislation 
and freedom of worship in 
Palestine, and ii is ready to 
recognise a Palestine sate," 
said Rezeau in a statement 
marking the 20th anniversary 
of the pontificate of Pope John 
Paul H. 

"As we recognised the state 
of Israel, we will be ready to 
recognise the stare of Palestine 
us pun of the rest of the workl 


community,” Rezcau added. 

He noted that the Vatican 
was among the first nations to 
recognise the uidcpcndencc of 
Bosnia and Croatia. 

The Palestinians have the 
right to life and seemin', and 
the Vatican will back the rights 
of people in conformity with 
religious and humanitarian 
principles, Rezcau said. 

“Tire Palestinians have full 
rights to their land, and Israel 
cannot exercise its own rights 
without recognising those of 
the Palestinian people.” added 
the envoy. 

- Referring to Jerusalem, 
Rczeau noted the pope's 
declared stand and the Vati- 
can’s rejection of the Israeli 
government's expansion of the 
boundaries of Jerusalem. 

“The Israeli measures do not 
help current efforts for holding 
a dialogue on the future of the 


Holy City, w hich is the cradle 
of the monotheistic religions,'’ 
he said. 

Rezcau said the Vatican sup- 
ports the U.N. General Assem- 
bly decision condemning the 
building of Israeli settlements 
in Jerusalem and coiling for a 
just, comprehensive and last- 
ing settlement of the Jerusalem 
issue through the final status 
negotiations! 

Asserting that any solution 
should guarantee the rights of 
worship for all, Rezeau said 
the Vatican appeals to the 
world community to refrain 
from taking any ttecisions that 
might negatively affect the 
future of Jerusalem. 

“The Holy See calls on all 
parties concerned with the 
Middle East problem... to pur- 
sue efforts to help achieve 
peace based on the principles 
and concepts of the 1991 


Madrid peace conference and 
respect signed agreements and 
accords and the principles of 
justice," Rezeau added. 

Voicing the Vatican's appre- 
ciation of the efforts exerted by 
HLs Majesty- King Hussein and 
HRH Crown Prince Hasson, 
the Regent, with regard to 
Jerusalem. Rezcau said the 
Vatican also considers Jordan 
pan of the Holy Land, as it is 
home to shrines, churches and 
the site where Jesus was bap- 
tised in the Jordon Riven 

Describing Jordanian- Vati- 
can relations as “strong and 
progressing." Rezeau said the 
Pope may visit Jordan in the 
course of celebrations marking 
the end of the second Quistian 
millennium, adding that the 
Vatican is currently coordinat- 
ing with ihe Jordanian govern- 
ment over this event. He did 
not elaborate. 


Comprehensive survey finds 
achievements in living 
conditions, room for work 


By Francesca Ciriari 
and Hind-Lara Mango 

AMMAN — Looking at the 
reflection of society as present- 
ed in the most comprehensive 
and updated survey so far chi 
living conditions in (he coun- 
try, Jordanians have plenty of 
reasons to be proud of their 
achievements. 

According to “Jordanian 
Society" published by the 
Oslo-based Institute for 
Applied Social Science 
(FAFO) and launched yester- 
day by Planning Minister 
Nabil Ammon, die average life 
expectancy for Jordanian 
males stands at around 70, with 
infant and child mortality rates 
(28 per 1.000 and 33 per 1.000) 
very low compared to other 
countries with a similar fertility 
rate (438). 

According to FAFO's publi- 
cation, which analyses the 
main results of its 1996 Jordan 
Living Conditions Survey car- 
ried out in cooperation with the 
Department of Statistics, the 
majority of Jordanians (62 per 
cent) own the place in which 
they live, while only one per 
cent of households do not have 
electricity, and, of seven basic 
amenities, only seven per cent 
of households lack three or 
more. 

Only two per cent of 6,000 
households considered in the 
multi-topic national survey 
commissioned by die govern- 
ment lack access to safe water, 
while seven per cent are 
exposed to unsafe sewage and 
nine per cent are not served by 
paved roads. 

While some of the survey's 
findings were expected — 
family and kinship are impor- 
tant in Jordan, people tend to 
five in nrighbourtioods with 
close relatives, and the social 
netw ork is an important part of 
people's coping strategies — 
others refine long-standing 
popular beliefs — for example, 
higher fertility rates would be 
more common in poor areas. 

The 16 Jordanian and for- 
eign researchers who authored 
the report agree that the biggest 
recent change in living condi- 
tions was in schooling. 


"Joidanian Society" funded 
by Norway and Canada and 
supported by UNICEF, found 
that the illiteracy rate 1 17 per 
cent) has been cm in half in the 
post 15 years, while the drop- 
out rate stands at five per cent. 

The survey also shows that 
77 per cent of households have 
a basic school within a 5-10 
minute walk, a result of efforts 
by the Ministry ofEdutxiiion to 

‘To avoid falling frrto 
the trap of many 
countries and 
ending up having a 
large unemployed 
and unemployable 
stock of educated 
people, Jordan will 
have to transform its 
economy — [into] a 
knowledge-based 
economy” 

extend compulsory basic edu- 
cation to rural areas by estab- 
lishing schools wherever there 
are 10 or more students in the 
appropriate age groups. 

“But female education in 
particular has increased 
tremendously, and there is now 
little difference in enrolment 
between boys and girls up to 
the secondary school [level]," 
said FAFO Managing Director 
Jon Hannsen-Bauer at yester- 
day’s launching of the report. 

According to "Jordanian 
Society'," 55 per cent of all 
respondents rated public 
school services as “excellent," 
17 pa- cent as “good," 19 per 
cent “poor," and ihe rea had no 
opinion. 

"Jordan has done surprising- 
ly well in terms of living con- 
ditions. considering its trou- 
bled history of economic and 
demographic shocks and the 
scarcity of natural resources," 
Hannsen-Bauer stressed. 

Planning Minister Nabil 
Amman said that despite its 
limited resources and global 
pressures, the country has been 
able to provide the majority of 


citizens with proper infrastruc- 
ture, house and health services, 
and education. 

However, much remains to 
be done, and, w hile noting that 
Jordon has met significant tar- 
gets. neither the report nor offi- 
cials maintain that all is well 
with regards to living condi- 
tions. 

‘This repon provides a basis 
for policy-making, to raise 
standards of living for all and 
especially women, children 
and the elderly." Amman said. 

Chapter Six of the over 400- 
page report, entitled “House- 
hold Income and Wealth,” 
shows that die median house- 
hold earns a mere JD2.000 per 
year to support an average of 
six family members. Although 
wage employment constitutes 
the most important source of 
income for 60 per cent of 
households, most must still 
resort to a secondary income 
source to make ends meet 
One-quarter of the respondees 
said their income at sane point 
had diminished over a one- 
year period 

Unemployment is also on 
the rise from FAFO’s current 
estimate of 17 per cent, the 
report added 

According to FAFO. Jor- 
dan's population wall be larger 
(increasing from 43 million in 
1995 to 6.1 million in 2010), 
older — with the drop in the 
fertility rate and the improve- 
ment of health care and ocher 
services — and more educat- 
ed 

But unemployment will also 
rise. Forecasting an increase of 
645,000 in die labour force 
over the period 1995-2010 and 
a sharp increase in female 
labour. “Jordanian Society" 
says the country is likely to 
continue to be a “labour sur- 
plus economy" into the fore- 
seeable future. 

‘To avoid falling into the trap 
of many countries and ending 
up having a large unemployed 
and unemployable stock of 
educated people, Jordan will 
have to transform its economy 

[into] a knowledge-based 

economy" FAFO said 


FILM 

* “Nicblfl" (in Spanish) ar Insti- 
tute Cervantes, Jabal Amman on 
Thursday at 5.<X> pan. 

CONCERT 

* Muscial performance by Fn?ddy 
for Musk; iu (he Royal Cultural 
Cen&r on Saturday Oct 17 ai 7:00 
p.m. 

PLAYS 

* “The Road to Safety" tin Ara- 
bic) -jj the Royal OuJiura) Centre at 

WX)p.m. (Daily until Ocl 18). 

* “Al Da’ira" (in Arabic) by 
Hayai Huwayk Attieb at Odeon near 
the Roman Theatre, downwwn 
■Amman cm Thursday at 7:00 pan. 

Tel. 593 - 0682 ). 

THE PALESTINIAN 
HERITAGE WEEK 

* Song festival at (he Professional 
Associations Complex on Thursday 
and Friday (frOO p jn.-8fl0 pjn). 

exhibitions 

* Display of autumn collection at 


The Jordan Design and Trade Cen- 
tre, off Wadi Saqra St. until Oct 31 
iTol. SWMIfli. 

* Exhibition of works by Palestin- 
ian artist Kamal Boullate entitled 
“Homage to Jerusalem." an exhibi- 
tion of paintings by late Palstiman 
arris Zulfa AJ Sa’di, an exhibition 
by Wt^man- American photogra- 
pher Said Nuseibah entiikd ’The 
Farthest Mosque” at Daral Al 
Funuru Jabai Wfcibdeh. until Nov. 
12, (Td. 464325 1/2 j- 

* Goya's Capridws paintings at 
Instiouo Cervantes, Jabal Amman 

lTd. 4610858). until OcL 23. 

» Children's photo exhibition 
entitled “Al Hussein in ihe Eyes of 
Children" at ihe c ^ ianl 
Centre, until Ocl 15. 

* “inter nati onal Motor Show 99" 

a ihe Amman International Motor 
Show. Airport 57)421 J). 

until Ocl 17. 


Court upholds two 1997 death sentences 


By ttana Husseini 

AMMAN — The Criminal Court on 
Wednesday upheld an Ocl 1997 ruling 
sentencing two people to death for mur- 
dering a 70-year-old man in Wadi Musa 
in 19%. 

Odunan Haroun, 25, and Moham- 
mad Sweilem, 23. were found guilty of 
murdering Abdul Faiah Ait Nawafleh 
in the Um AJ Basateen area on OcL 9, 
1996. 

The two were sentenced to death by 
the Criminal Court mi Nov. 10, 1997, 
bur the Court of Cassation returned ihe 
case to ihe lower court three months 
later and asked it to re-examine the evi- 
dence “because the defendants’ testi- 
monies were conaadiaaty." 

However, in its ruling Wednesday, the 
Criminal Court insisted on its previous 
ruling, "After cross-exairuning eight 
witnesses for the second time, it was 
evident that the two defendants were 


ihe murderers.'’ 

According io court, transcripts, the 
two defendants bought 12 kilo- 
grammes of dregs which they intended 
to sell in Amman two weeks prior the 
murder and hid them in a bog inside a 
ruined house in the area. 

The defendants, who allegedly knew 
Nawafleh, killed him on Ocl 9 as he 
passed by the house while they were 
leaving it with the bag, the court added. 

"Fearing that be might discover the 
dregs, the two pulled him inside the 
house and struck Mm with a brick on 
Ms face several times, then Haroun 
drew his unlicensed gun and shot the 
victim once in the chest," the coiut said. 

Later, the two dug a 40-centimetre 
hole and buried Nawafleh and fled the 
scene, it added 

The two defendants, who were arrest- 
ed two weeks after the discovery of 
Nawafleh ’s body, confessed to the mur- 
der, die court stated 


The verdict, handed down by justices 
Aluuad Khatib, Sami Karaki and 
Ibrahim Ali, will automatically be 
reviewed by the Court of Cassation 
within 30 days. 

Witness testifies gun sold 
to accused murderer 

Meanwhile, a prosecution witness in 
the case of Sa’eed Qashash, the 19- 
year-oki student accused of murdering 
11 family members and a life-long 
friend Wednesday testis 
inal Court that the defendant asked him 
for a gun one week before the murders. 

Qashash, who reportedly confessed 
in June of this year to murdering his 
father; mother; other family members 
and his friend Ana Shalan an June 10 
because they were harassing him about 
his academic performance, faces 12 
counts of first degree murder 

"Sa’eed asked me to provide him 


with agun two weeks prior to the mur- 
der, claiming that his father wanted one 
id protect the family from thieves, and I 
got him one for JD190" said Haitham 
Usama, a family neighbour 
The court also heard one of 
Qashash 's classmates, Mohammad 
Sabbagh, 18, who testified that he saw 
the defendant driving a car on the day 
of the incidenL "He was acting normal- 
ly” the witness said. 

Also during the court session, Crimi- 
nal Prosecutor Majid Azzab asked the 
tribunal to produce the gun that was 
found an the defendant to allow Usama 
to identify whether it was the one he 
sold to Qashash. The gun is being kept 
at the Public Security Department 
Hie court tribunal, headed by Judge 
Mohammad Ajarmeh and including 
Mifleh Moubedin and Issa H a m d an , 
agnred to the request and set Oct 19for 
the next session. 


Palestinian 

department, 

American 

group sign 

agreement 

on aid to 

refugees 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
American Near East 
Refugee Aid (ANERA) 
and die Palestinian Affairs 
Department Wednesday 
signed an agreement on 
providing help to the resi- 
dents of refugee camps in 
Jordan and encouraging 
them to stan small 
income-generating pro- 
jects. 

ANERA President Peter 
Gubser, who signed the 
agreement with Palestin- 
ian Affairs Department 
Director Ibrahim Badran. 
said he was looking for- 
ward to cooperating with 
the department to provide 
help to the refugees. But 
he added that his organisa- 
tion had to conduct a sur- 
vey to determine the extent 
of the camp residents’ 
needs before seeking fund- 
ing for projects to improve 
the their living conditions. 

Gubser said the organi- 
sation's donors are mainly 
based in the U.S., in addi- 
tion to the U.S. govern- 
ment and European organ- 
isations affiliated with the 
U.N., such as the 
International Fund for 
Agricultural Development, 
as well as donors from the 
Arab World. 

Gubser announced that 
ANERA, a non -govern- 
mental and non-profit 
organisation, plans to open 
an office in Amman to 
manage its projects in the 
country. He noted that the 
organisation has funded 
similar projects in the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip. 

The organisation 

financed or helped create 
craft centres, funded agri- 
cultural schemes and built 
slaughterhouses for 

municipalities in the 
Palestinian territories, he 
said. 

Gubser said attention 
will be focused on raising 
donations in Europe and 
the U.S. as well as the 
Arab World to fund pro- 
jects in Jordan. He added 
that the organisation will 
benefit from die expertise 
of the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, the Amman munici- 
pality, the Noor Al Hus- 
sein Foundation and others 
in carrying out its plans 

For his part, Badran 
voiced Jordan’s apprecia- 
tion of the organisation's 
assistance. 

He said that there is a 
“dire need]’ to improve the 
living conditions of the 
camps’ residents and that 
Jordan requires the experi- 
ences of non-governmen- 
tal organisations to pro- 
vide assistance to local 
communities. 


4 World News 
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Nobel Economics Prize 


goes to Sen of India 


STOCKHOLM l AFP) — 
Philosopher-economist 
Amartya Sen of India won 
the Nobel Economics Prize 
Wednesday for his contri- 
bution to welfare econom- 
ics. and in particular his 
research into the causes of 
famine and poverty. 

Sen, 64, is the first Asian 
to win the coveted prize 
since it was first awarded in 
1969. 

In its citation, the Royal 
Swedish Academy of 
Sciences, which adjudged 
the prize, said that Sen had 
made “several key contribu- 
tions to the research on fun- 
damental problems in wel- 
fare economics." 

“His contributions range 
from axiomatic theory of 
social choice, over defini- 
tions of welfare and poverty 
indexes, to empirical stud- 
ies of famin e,” it said. 

Economists described Sen 
as a leftwing professor who 
nevertheless pursued an 
independent line, leading 
him, for example to his 
Nobel-winning work on 
famine. 

Speaking to the Press 
Trust of India from a New 
York hotel. Sen said he was 
“very pleased” to receive 
the award, particularly 
because the subject for 
which he had been hon- 
oured touched the lives of 
ordinary people. 

“What pleases me most is 
that the subject has received 
recognition,” Sen said. 

Sen said he had been 
woken by an early morning 
telephone call to be told he 
had won the award. 

‘T thought there was some 
emergency when the phone 
rang.” he said. Sen had 
flown into New York late 
Tuesday to deliver a lec- 
ture. 

From the start of his 
career. Sen showed a "par- 
ticular interest in the most 
impoverished members of 
society.” the academy said. 

Sen was bom in Bengal in 
1933 and received his doc- 
torate from the Uimcr»ii\ 


of Cambridge in 1959. He 
has been a professor in 
India, Britain and the 
United States. 

He is currently a profes- 
sor at Trinity College, 
Cambridge. He is the first 
solo winner of the econom- 
ics prize since 1995. Sen 
will be presented with a 
medal and a cheque for 7.6 
million Swedish kronor 
($938,000) at an official 
ceremony in Stockholm on 
Dec. 10, the 102nd anniver- 
sary of the death of the cre- 
ator of the prizes, Swedish 
inventor and industrialist 
Alfred Nobel. 

The Nobel jury praised 
Sen for his humanist 
approach to the often 
detached world of econom- 
ic study. 

“By combining tools from 
economics and philosophy, 
he has restored an ethical 
dimension to the discussion 
of vital economic prob- 
lems." the citation read. 

This had opened up new 
fields of study for subse- 
quent ! generations of 
researchers. 

Much of his work on indi- 
vidual values and collective 
decisions tackled the prob- 
lem tbat when opinions on 
choices to be made by soci- 
ety differed, methods were 
needed to bring together 
“different opinions in deci- 
sions which concern every- 
one." given that imposition 
of a majority view had 
“serious deficiencies." 

One of his key works on 
this subject was “Collective 
Choice and Social Welfare” 
published in 1970. 

Much of his work con- 
cerning development eco- 
nomics has concerned the 
welfare of “the poorest peo- 
ple in society.” 

One of his best-known 
books, published in 1981: 
“Poverty and Famines" 
challenged the common 
view that a shortage of food 
is the most important 
(sometimes the only) expla- 
nation of famine. 

After studying famine 


catastrophes in India, 
Bangladesh and Saharan 
countries from the 1940s 
onwards, he found that 
other factors were at work. 

He noted that famin es had 
occurred even when the 
supply of food was not sig- 
nificantly lower than in pre- 
vious years, or that famine- 
stricken areas have some- 
times exported food. 

“Sen shows that a pro- 
found understanding of 
famin e requires a thorough 
analysis of bow various 
social and economic factors 
influence different groups 
in society and determine 
their actual opportunities ” 
the jury said. 

In later works he attempt- 
ed to explain how famine 
could be prevented and how 
the effects could be limited. 

Princeton University eco- 
nomics professor Kenneth 
Rogoff, who is visiting the 
London . School of 
Economics, described Sen 
as a “great scholar and a 
philosopher” who richly 
deserved the “magnificent 
prize.” 

Rogoff said that Sen's 
emphasis was on “issues of 
equality and fairness rather 
than productive efficiency." 

It was the 30th time that 
the Nobel Economics Prize 
has been awarded. The 
United States is far ahead 
with 27 citations, followed 
by Britain (7). Norway and 
Sweden (2) and India, 
Germany, France, The 
Netherlands and the former 
Soviet Union with one 


apiece. 

The economics prize is 
the baby brother of the six 
Nobels having been estab- 
lished and funded in 1968 
by Sweden's Central Bank 
to commemorate its tricen- 
tennial. It was first awarded 
in 1969. 

The first Nobel prizes — 
for physics, chemistry, 
physiology or medicine, 
peace and literature — were 
awarded in 1901 and were 
funded by Nobel’s estate. 


Mandela urges measures for 


workers to stop farm violence 


BOTHAV1ULE, South Africa 
(AFP) — President Nelson 
Mandela Wednesday urged 
better treatment for farm 
workers as a means to help 
reduce rural crime, which has 
seen more than 100 farmers 
killed this year alone. 

Speaking in this farming 
town in South Africa’s Free 
State province, Mandela said 
a rural safety and security 
summit held at the weekend 
had laid a sound basis for sta- 
bilising the situation on 
farms. 

The summit involving gov- 
ernment, labour and organ- 
ised agriculture, held 
Saturday at Midrand near 
Johannesburg, adopted a 10- 
poim plan to address rhe 


problem of attacks on farms 
which has seen more than 
500 farmers killed in the past 
four years. 

Central to the plan is a 
commando scheme under 
which farmers receive part- 
time military training, are 
issued with weapons by the 
army, and are on constant 
alert should an incident occur 
in their area. 

At Saturday's summit, 
Mandela said ill-treatment of 
farmworkers by fanners had 
exacerbated the crime situa- 
tion in rural areas. 

Wednesday, he told farmers 
they, together with govern- 
ment, needed to commit 
themselves to “doing every- 
thing in our power to stop 


that kind of violence.” 
‘’Efforts to secure more sta- 
ble farming environments by 
normalising labour relations 
and providing- security for 
workers will make an impor- 
tant contribution.” Mandela 
said, according to the SAPA 
news agency. 

“We have all been dis- 
turbed of late to hear about 
the increasing violent attacks 
on farmers,” be added. • 

In the Bothaville area, no 
less than five separate attacks 
had taken place in the past 
year. 

While the rural summit had 
laid a sound foundation, the 
problem of crime on fiimis, 
as elsewhere, demanded 
long-term solutions. 


As part of and Lfa 




Noqr A1 Hussein Foundation . 
The National Mn^c Gon^erva 

: - - presents . . \ 

.* 

Jerash Popular- Arts 
in 

A Musidal Evening of Popular J> 


The evening is followed by the Sound and Light SK 
(Narration of the history of Jerash coupled by sound and li, 


Saturday, 17 October 1998-6:30 p ini* 


Sound and Light Program- Jerash^ 


Ticket price: JD 14 (including a light; 


Transportation by bus form Armnantp 
-Jerash and back js; avail able.fer JD : 2-/' 


• Octets available 

Afahlfo-AbelaSuperstora, tel. 
Alissar Flowers, tel. 55g76j 
Babiche, tel. 5661322 
A Caffe Atoka, tel. 592& 
The National Music Conservatory, 




India’s Amartya Sen, pictured in this Jone 16, 1997, file photo, won the 1998 Nobel 
Economics Prize for his contributions to welfare economics, the Royal Swedish 
Academy of Sciences said. Sen, born in Bengal in 1933 and still an In dian citizen, left 
his professorship in economics and philosophy at Harvard University this year to 
become master of Trinity College, Cambridge (Reuters photo) 


Holbrooke determined to 


ensure Milosevic complies 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States is deter- 
mined to ensure that Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
lives up to an agreement to 
end a crisis that brought 
NATO “to the brink of war,” 
U.S. envoy Richaid 
Holbrooke said Wednesday. 

After days of marathon 
negotiations that took place 
ugainst a backdrop of a NATO 
buildup, Holbrooke and 
Milosevic came away with an 
agreement to end die blood- 
shed in the majority Albanian 
province of Kosovo. 

‘“We were at the brink of 
war a week ago when we 
started out on our mission. I 
thought we would probably 
be at war by now. We are not,” 
said Holbrooke as he defend- 
ed the agreement on CNN. 

“If it doesn’t work, we’ll be 
back at tbe brink again,” he 
said. 

There has been scepticism 
that Milosevic would live up 


totheacconL 

The hardline leader was 
forced to. make enormous 
concessions such as allowing 
an Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) mission into Kosovo 
and letting unarmed aircraft 
fly over its territory to verify’ 
that it was ending its crack- 
down on separatists. 

“It’s going to be a tough, 
intrusive thing.” he said. 

“We will have people in 
every comer of Kosovo. We’ll 
know what’s going on. If he 
does not comply, I think 
NATO has proved that by 
going to the brink, and we’ll 
go back if we have to," he 
said. 

Holbrooke also said that 
relief supplies should resume 
flowing into Kosovo, where 
untold thousands of people 
have fled their homes despite 
the coming of winter. 

The next step will be for 
Milosevic to sign the two 


agreements reached, one with 
the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) and the 
other with the OSCE. 
Holbrooke said he expected 
both to be signed this week. 

Asked about troop with- 
drawals. Holbrooke replied: 
“He says he’s pulled his 
troops out already. To tell you 
the truth be has reduced his 
troops significantly in tbe last 
two weeks but that’s a shell 


game. 

“It isn’t what he does in the 
next 24 hours on the troops 
that is the only key thing. It is 
that he takes them out and 
keeps them out” he said. 

“We came to the brink of 
war, the most serious war cri- 
sis since tbe end of the cold 
war, since the height of the 
cold war,” he said. 

“Our war planes are still 
standing by on the runways in 
Italy and other places in 
Europe," he said. 


Lords to fight move to abolish 
hereditary members’ vote 


LONDON (AFP) — The British 
government was expected to face its 
i< Highest battle yet with the House 
of Lends Wednesday when it intro- 
duced a bill proposing the abolition 
nf the voting rights of hereditary 
numbers. 

More than 100 members of the 
upper chamber. Conservative and 
Labour, have asked to speak in the 
landmark two-day debate in the 
Lords, indicating the government 
faces a rough ride over its planned 
constitutional changes. 

Abolition of the voting rights of 
the 752 Lords who inherit their tide 
and seat was a key item in the 
Labour Party’s 1997 general elec- 
tion manifesto and the only definite 
proposal in a broader programme of 
refonn for the House of Lords. 

Prime Minister Tony Blair railed 
against die continued position of 
unelected aristocrats in a modem 
parliament, and denounced die 
Lords' political bias, which over- 
whelmingly favours the opposition 
Cooswvatives. 

The government’s determination 
to press ahead with its proposals has 
only increased alter its election in 
May 1997, since when die Lords 
have amended or delayed an 
unprecedented 32 government bilk. 

Wednesday, Baroness Jay, the 
Labour leader in tbe Lords who is 
piloting the reforms, insisted they 
would go ahead 


In an article for The Daily 
Telegraph, she wrote: “The right of 
hereditary peers to sit and vote in the 
House of Lords is wrong in princi- 
ple. and wrong in practice. It is pro- 
foundly undemocratic ... an acci- 
dent of birth.” 

In the past, she has commented: 
“Nobody is saying to them, ‘We 
will take away your stately homes, 
your hunting rights, your Labradors, 
your gin and tonics'.” 

In interview with the BBC 
Wednesday. Jay also rejected 
demands that the government spell 
out in fall its plans rather than ay to 
refonn the house in a piecemeal 
fashion, insisting that once heredi- 
tary seals were abolished “we will 
then move to the second step.” 
Nevertheless Jay was expected to 
announce die establishment of a 
public commission to consider far- 
ther stages of reform. 

Conservative and sane Labour 
members of the Lords have also 
argued that abolishing hereditary 
seats would strip tbe bouse of its 
independence from the govern- 
ment. particularly if they were 
replaced by Hfe peers, that is mem- 
bers appointed by the government 
for political service. 

Lad Rodgers, leader of the 
Liberal Democrats in the House or 
Lads, said he was concerned the 
reforms could create a second 
chamber packed with tbe prime 


minister’s supporters. 

“Tbe government has not yet 
given satisfactory safeguards 
against tbe increase of prime minis- 
terial power,” Ik said. 

Some Lords have even threatened 
to disregard constitutional conven- 
tions and behave like “hooligans,” 
opposing every new bill and derail- 
ing the government's entire legisla- 
tive programme. 

Tbs Conservative Eari of Onslow 
said: “If reform ooly means abolish- 
ing us. I would have no hesitation in 
stamping my foot, throwing stones, 
making the government’s life 
absolutely beastly. 

“It is quite possible fora very few 
members of the House of Lords to 
tiring foe government's legislative 
programme to a halt I personalty 
would regard that as my final duty 
— and what fan to go out as a foot- 
hall hooligan.” 

Blair's government also faces 
coosiderabk: opposition in the tradi- 
tionally Conservative press. 

In The limes Wednesday, former 
editor Simon Jenkins wrote that 
Blair “has achieved the unthinkable 
by winning public sympathy for 
peers.” 

Aside from foe 752 harednay 
members. 435 life peas, 24 bish- 
ops, 1 0 law lords and two archbish- 
ops also sit in tbe Lords. Attendance 
is poor and 300 is generally regard- 
ed as a fall house. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Britain condemns banning of two 
Yugoslav newspapers 


i rnsiDON (AFP) Britain Wednesday condemned assart 

"act of dictatorship” the decision by the Yb f ) f av 
meal to ban two independent newspapers. Belgrade radfo. 
rqo reported earlier foar the independent Yugoslav daty 
Dnevni Telegraf (Daily Telegraph), was tamed andjsas sets 
“temporarily” seized on the cadets of the Ser^mfoon^ 
mSy overnight Tuesday. This foUcweddKbanm 
daily Danas (Today) earlier in the week. Both were audio 
have “violated” a government decree outlawing use of for- 
eign media reports deemed “harmful id tte mterests^tbe 
country” Wednesday Prime Minister Tony Blair s office, at 
10 Downing Street issued a statement describing the Qpecfc 
tion as “the action of a dictatorship not a democracy..- A ! i 
spokesman continued: ‘It will aflect Yugoslav's widerrefe^ 
tionship with the international community. “We^ytribnfc^v. 
those Serb journalists, academics and h uman rights 
dons who have been brave enough to speak out against what 
has been happening in Yugoslavia.” The spokesman added 
that Yugoslav' President Slobodan Milosevic ^should be 
under no illusion" that Britain would not be convinced of his 
stated intent to ‘‘compromise on Kosovo” until actions fol- 
lowed words. “Nor should he think that p rogress on Kosovo 
gives him a green light to crack down on internal dissert in 
Serbia,” the spokesman said. 


Turkish offer could relaunch 
Romanian helicopter deal 


BUCHAREST (AFP) — Romanian Premier Radu \fas3e 
said Wednesday that a Tbrirish offer to buy 120 helicopters 
rry'iiH revive a deal with U.S. amnaker Bell Hehccptas 
which had been grounded for financial reasons. ‘Turkey has 
decided to send a team of experts to study the possibility of 
buying 120 helicopters, which completely changes the 
sums,” he said on return from a summit in Antalya, Turkey. 
Talks on the helicopter deal have been stalled due to a clause 
obli ging Bucharest to buy the first 96 aircraft, which are to be 
built in Romania, at a cost of $1.5 billion. Vasile said on OcL 
5 that it would be “crazy” for Bucharest to sign the $1.5 bil- 
lion U.S. aircraft deal, in view of its current budgetary con- 
straints. Romania already is scheduled to repay nearly $2 bil- 
lion in debt, while the contract with Bell Helicopters, criti- 
cised by the IMF, would further increase its external debt 
Thridsh Defence Minister Israel Sezgin indicated in April that 
Ankara was pl anning to buy U.S. helicopters built in 
Romania. Nicolae Banea, head of IAR Ghimbav, the 
R omanian company which would partner Bell in the con- 
tract, agreed that “Turkey’s political decision to choose 
Romanian for its attack helicopters will save the contract” 


Golden chastity belt stolen 
from palace in Indonesia 


JAKARTA (AP) — Thieves have stolen the surviving part of 
an ancient golden chastity belt from a palace in Solo, a mem- 
ber of the city’s royal family said Wednesday. The rare 
antique was erne of four displayed in a glass case In a muse- 
um at foe kraton, or palace, of Mangkunegara IX. one of two 
traditional rulers of the city of about 2 million people about 
400 kilometres east of Jakarta. Thanggono, a member of the 
royal household, said the semicircular piece was made from 
one kilogramme of gold and dates tack to the 13th century, 
when it was worn by a wife of a king. Originally it was 
strapped cm with leather. According to folklore, either the 
king made his queen wear it out of jealousy or she wore it 
voluntarily as protection against rape. Tranggono said muse- 
um workers discovered the piece was missing Sunday. He 
said he had no idea how much it was worth-. “I don’t think the 
thieves will melt it down. I think they’ll sell it to a collector;’' 
he said. 


British bank tells woman 
she owes $206 billion 


LONDON (R) — Briton Liz Seymour knew when she 
returned from holiday that her bank account might be slight- 
ly overdrawn. But she was horrified to find a letter from foe 
TSB bank demanding immediate repayment of £121 bilboo 
($206 billion), more than a third of foe national debt The let- 
ter — reproduced in Wednesday’s Sun newspaper — also 
informed her that she would be charged £2.5 billion a month 
in interest until she paid up. A TSB spokesman apologised for 
the letter, saying an administrative error been to blame. 


Bears attack people, cows in Siberia 


MOSCOW (AP) — Dozens of hun gr y bears facing a poor 
mushroom and berry crop in northern Siberia have migrated 
south and killed at least two people and 19 cattle this autumn, 
a news report said Wednesday. A 62-year-old man was 
mauled to death just outside a town in the Novosibirsk region, 
and a 68-year-old woman from tbe sama town was attar lea d 
last month, forest officials said Wednesday, according to the 
ITAR-TASS news agency. The brown bears have attacked 
domestic animals, too, killing 19 cattle this season Police 
have arranged special hunting squads and are cruising the 
area with a helicopter to look for foe bears, the report said. 


Swiss woman drowns, another in 
coma, trying to rescue dog 


BASLE, Switzerland (AFP) — A woman drowned »nd a sec- 
ond person was still in a coma Wednesday after a dramatic 
attempt to rescue a dog from foe chilly waters of a river in 
eastern Switzerland, cantonal police said. The owner of the 
Labrador died Tuesday while attempting to save tar do g 
which had jumped into the cold-water currents of the Wiese 
nver, a tributary of foe Rhine. Her companion jumped inafter 
she saw her friend in difficulty. A policeman managed to get 
the two women to the river bank, while the dog, very thiich 
alive, trotted out of the water without help. The dog owner, 
died and her friend was hospitalised in critical condition, 
aoccxdtag to foe police. Tbe German-language newspaper 
Buck reported foe drama. Wednesday, recalling that several 
years ago a policeman drowned in the sAme spot trying, to 
save a goose. 


Swedish police chasing robber 
in chicken suit 


Swedish police were pursuing a 
man ednesday who tried to rob a post office dressed in- 
achicken suil Police said foe robber, disguised in a yel- 
low chicken outfit and wielding a baseball bat, failed to 
steal any money from the post office in Kalmar, southern 
Sweden. However, the attacker smashed windows and 
“Shier. “She's now psychology 

by ^ evem ** undergoing SratmenC 
a Kalmar police spokesman told Reutera. ”’ 
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H^a^^for e^h I ' rodi yestUr ^ he is mobbed by reporters after consulting with par- 

des in a quest for enough support to form a new government t Reuters photo) 

China, Taiwan start highest 
level meeting in five years 


ROME (R) — Italy’s care- 
taker Prime Minister 
Romano Prodi, asked by 
President Oscar Luigi 
Scaifaro to try to muster 
support for a new govern- 
ment, faced an uphill strug- 
gle as he consulted political 
leaders Wednesday. 

"Prodi’s task is to report 
back to the bead of state 
quickly, but rhe success of 
(his task should not at all be 
taken for granted.” a source 
close to Prodi said. 

Prodi, whose government 
was the second- longest 
serving administration 
since 1945. has called his 
task ■‘delicate.” 

He must try to remain 
faithful to the spirit of the 
centre-left majority which 
brought him to power in 
May 1996 while seeking 
enough support to ensure it 
stays alive. 

He may have to appeal to 
the centrist UDR led by 
former Christian Democrat 
President Francesco 

Cossiga. 

But Cossiga has wasted 
no time in attaching strings 
to his eventual support and 
could be as difficult an ally 
as the Communist 


Refoundation party on 
which Prodi had relied for 
a parliamentary majority. 

Prodi began what was 
expected to be an intense 
day of talks with moderate 
Marxist leaders Armando 
Cossurta and Oliviero 
Dilibeno who broke away 
from Refoundation. They 
have launched their own 
party alter a revolt by hard- 
liners precipitated the fall 
last Friday of Italy’s first 
leftist-led government. 

Scaifaro. in a surprise 
move, gave Prodi a prelim- 
inary mandate Tuesday to 
see whether be could sum- 
mon enough support for a 
majority in parliament 
before starting consulta- 
tions to form a govern- 
ment. 

“We're in a delicate 
phase, requiring as much 
reflection and discretion as 
possible.” Cossutia said 
after an hour of talks. 

Prodi then met the UDR 

— Cossiga was not present 

— and was expected to talk 
to parties in his Olive Tree 
coalition later. 

Asked when he expected 
Prodi to return to Scaifaro 
to report on his progress. 


Dilibeno said: "Soon, but l 
don't know when.” Cossiga 
formed his party earlier this 
year with detectors from 
the main centre-right oppo- 
sition Freedom Alliance 
bloc and has not had to put 
it to the test at the ballot 
box. 

He set strict conditions 
for suppurt Tuesday, saying 
the new government could 
not be a carbon copy of the 
outgoing one and would 
have to have new ministers. 

Italy has had 55 govern- 
ments since World War II 
but it was the first time in 
2S years that a president 
chose to use the "partial 
mandate" formula — proof 
of the trickiness of the 
political situation which 
led to Prodi's fall. 

The crisis — the Italian 
political jargon word lhai 
means the gap between the 
fall of one government and 
the rise of another — has 
sparked concern among 
Italy's European Union 
partners before the launch 
of the single currency in 
January’. 

Many ordinary Italians 
had difficulty working out 
what it meant and what 


should happen next. 

An opinion poll conduct- 
ed for La Stampa newspa- 
per found that 04.1 per cent 
ot those asked believed 
forming a new government 
was the best w ay out of the 
impasse. 

Only 27.1 per cent of the 
758 respondents wanted a 
general election — which 
would be the fourth in six 
years and an outcome 
Scaifaro is seeking to avoid 

at ail costs. 

How that danger should 
be averted was unclear. 
Most did not know to 
whom Prodi should turn. 

Two-thirds of those ques- 
tioned in the poll believed 
Prodi had done well to win 
Italy u place in economic 
and monetary union but 
had done linie to boost eco- 
nomic development or 
employ ment. 

Another survey by the 
small private radio station 
Radio IU5 among Italians 
aged IS to 24. found one in 
three did not know the gov- 
ernment had fallen and a 
quarter believed a govern- 
ment crisis was when Italy 
was embroiled in a foreign 
dispute. 
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meeting m 
five years Wednesday in a 
bid to thaw frozen relations, 
but the two sides immedi- 
ately ran into disagreement 
on the way forward. 

Surrounded by a flurry of 
media activity, Koo Chen- 
Fu. chairman of Taiwan’s 
Straits Exchange 

Foundation (SEF), met his 
mainland counterpart Wang 
Daohan. president of the 
Association for Relations 
Across the Taiwan Strait 
(ARATS) at the historic 
Peace Hotel, for an hour- 
long encounter. 

The pair — who met once • 
before in Singapore in 1993 
t- are scheduled to hold 
further discussions 

Thursday and Friday, which 
China hopes will lead to 
agreement on direct politi- 
cal negotiations between 
the two rivals. 

But Koo dashed hopes of 
a speedy political break- 
through between the two 
sides, which split in 1949, 
warning practical issues 
would be discussed first. 

"We can talk about practi- 
cal issues first and come to 


political isisueis along Hie 
way." Koo said before the 
talks started. 

In the absence of official 
relations between the two 
sides, China and Taiwan 
hold all contacts through 
the semi-official ARATS 
and SEF. The near-sacred 
Communist Party goal of 
reunification with Taiwan, 
viewed here as a renegade 
province, has made Beijing 
eager to promote the visit 
and improve cross-strait 
ties. But after months of 
tortuous negotiations lead- 
ing up to the encounter, 
Taipei’s objectives are 
much more moderate: 
reviving regular non-pol id- 
eal talks and the “friendly 
atmosphere” which the two 
sides enjoyed earlier this 
decade. 

Officials in Taipei stress 
that Koo’s activities on the 
mainland should only be 
referred to as “meetings,” 
not “negotiations" or even 
"talks.” “Even if we call the 
encounter different things, 
both sides agree it is a dia- 
logue.” Tang Shubei, 
ARATS vice-president told 
reporters after the meeting. 

“If we want to make 


progress both sides must ... 
find a road forward togeth- 
er.” he told reporters, 
adding again that political 
talks had to Ik* the first pri- 
ority. 

In turn, SEF spokesman 
Hsu Hwei-yoti said main- 
land China had to "recog- 
nise the last 50 years of 
political and social devel- 
opment in Taiwan. 

“But for there to be differ- 
ent views and positions is 
natural" alter five decades 
of separation, he added. 

Koo and Wang are expect- 
ed to meet twice again. Koo 
is also scheduled to meet 
with Chinese President 
Jiang Zemin in Beijing 
before he and his 12-mem- 
ber delegation wind up their 
six-day visit to the main- 
land. 

China regards Taiwan’s 
separation from the main- 
land as an outdated product 
of the cold war, when the 
United States supported the 
island as a non-Communist 
"alternative China” to the 
mainland government. 
While Taiwan refers to 
itself as the Republic of 
China, its set-up began to 
crumble in 1971 when 


Beijing wrested China’s 
U.N. seat from Taipei and 
was further weakened in 
1979 when the United 
States switehed diplomatic 
recognition to the mainland. 

Taiwan's directly elected 
president has said the island 
is unwilling to consider 
reunification before China 
adopts a more democratic 
political system. But China 
has offered the island inte- 
gration under the "one 
country, two systems" for- 
mula already being used to 
govern Hong Kong follow- 
ing its handback by Britain 
Iasi year. 

When Wang and Koo met 
in Singapore in 1993, they 
heralded a period of greater 
cooperation and trust 
between the two sides, but 
Taiwan’s President Lee 
Teng-Hui infuriated Beijing 
with a 1995 visit to the 
United Stares. 

China viewed the trip as 
an attempt to promote the 
nationalist island’s indepen- 
dence and launched six 
series of war games off 
Taiwan in the months after. 

Beijing has never given 
up its threat to recover the 
island liy force if necessary. 


Coalition talks focus on 
making foreigners German 


BONN (R) — The Social 
Democrats and Greens, try- 
ing to put aside their differ- 
ences to form a coalition 
government, haggled 
Wednesday over marijuana, 
shoplifting and how quickly 
a foreigner can turn into a 
German. 

Gerhard Schroeder’s SPD. 
which defeated Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl's conservatives 
last month, fended off Green 
demands that marijuana be 
legalised. 

“There is not the slightest 
question of liberalisation or 
decriminalisation over 
drugs," the SPD’s Herta 
Daeubler-Gmelin, tipped to 
become justice minister in 
Schroeder’s cabinet, told 
German radio ahead of a 
fresh round of coalition 
talks. 

She also ruled out the 
Greens' suggestion that 
shoplifting, fare dodging and 
other “lesser” crimes should 
be treated as misdemeanours 
rather than serious offences 


to let police shift resources 
elsewhere. 

The SPD and the Greens, 
who hope to get their first 
taste of national power in 
Bonn as little brother in a 
"red-green” government, 
have so far spent 10 days 
talking and have agreed to 
promote job creation, cut 
taxes and phase out nuclear 
power. 

But many of the trickiest 
issues — such as how much 
“eco-tax" to put on petrol 
and fuel, and exactly when 
to ban atomic energy — 
have been fanned out to 
experts to keep the talks pro- 
gramme on track. 

Unlike Kohl’s Christian 
Democrats, both parties 
agree that Germany should 
accept dual citizenship and 
make it easier for foreign 
residents and their children 
to become German — a key 
issue at the sixth round of 
talks Wednesday afternoon. 

They want to amend an 85- 
y ear- old law which defines 


nationality by blood lines 
rather than place of birth or 
residence, but disagree on 
the minimum requirements 
of Germanhood. 

Some seven million for- 
eigners live in Germany, 
nearly 10 per cent of the 
population. There are two 
million Turks, many of 
whom came for work during 
the 1960s labour shortages. 

The- SPD want to allow 
anyone who has lived here 
for eight years, rather than 
the current 15, to be able to 
apply for a German passport. 
TTiey also want to gram 
automatic citizenship to chil- 
dren bom here of at least one 
German-bom parent. 

The Greens say five years' 
residence suffices and that 
children bom in Germany to 
anyone with a residence per- 
mit should automatically 
win citizenship. 

"We don’t want to go as far 
as the United Slates though, 
where If a woman gives birth 
flying over American air- 


space, her child becomes a 
citizen.” said Cent O/demir. 
a Greens spokesman of 
Turkish origin who also 
called for easier political 
asylum. 

Schroeder’s schedule 
envisages more coalition 
talks Friday and final ses- 
sions over the weekend and 
Monday. 

The "following weekend, 
special party congresses 
should approve the joint 
government programme. 

A new parliament with 21- 
seat red-green majority then 
meets' for the first time 
Monday Oct. 26 and con- 
firms Sehroeder as chancel- 
lor the next day, exactly a 
month after the election. " 

A Reuters survey of econo- 
mists indicated further 
headaches in store for 
Sehroeder next year, with 
most expecting slowing but 
little hope for a substantial 
cut in unemployment, key 
issue which helped the SPD 
act elected. 


KS6SS Bosnia Croat leader says 
not guilty to new charges 
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THE HAGUE (R) — 
Foraer Bosnian Croat 
political leader Dario 
Kordic Wednesday 
pleaded not guilty 
before a U.N. court to 
war crimes charges 
finked to the brutal eth- 
nic cleansing of Muslim 
communities in central 
Bosnia. 

Kordic and former 
Bosnian Croat military 
commander Mario 
Cerkez ' were making 
their second appear- 
ance since surrendering 
last October. 

During the two hour 
hearing, the men 
denied fresh charges 
that they orchestrated 
the persecution and 
slaughter of Muslims in 
the Lasva Valley region 
of central Bosnian in 
1991-1994. 

Kordic, sober-suited 
with his hair cropped 
Not 

honour/’ to 
amended 
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homes in the self-pro- 
claimed Croatian 

Republic of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. 

The International 
Criminal Tribunal for 
former Yugoslavia 
began work in 1993 to 
punish those responsi- 
ble for the wave of eth- 
nic cleansing that swept 
Bosnia's three once- 
entwined communities 
— Muslims, Orthodox 
Serbs and Roman 
Catholic Croats — fol- 
lowing the break-up of 
Yugoslavia. 

Prosecutors _ allege 
that as vice-president of 
the autonomous 

Croatian region within 
Bosnia. Kordic must 
bear overall leadership 
responsibility _ for 

attacks on Muslims in 
the strategic Lasva 
Valley area. 

Hundreds of civilians 
were killed and wound- 
ed. Many more were 
driven from their 
homes, imprisoned in 
squalid camps or sub- 
jected to sexual 
assaults. 

In one of the most 
notorious incidents of 
the 1992-1995 Bosnia 
war, Bosnian Croat 
forces allegedly mur- 
dered over 100 Muslim 
villagers in Ahmici, 
torching their homes, 
slaughtering their ani- 
mals and desecrating 


their mosques. 

The new indictment, 
which aggravates the 
charges and is extended 
to cover a longer time 
period, contends 

Kordic was a pivotal 
figure in “a political- 
military campaign to 
persecute and terrorise 
Bosnian Muslims.'' 

Prosecutors say 

Cerkez was a local com- 
mander of the Croatian 
Defence Council in the 
town of Vitez in central 
Bosnia. where he 
reported to fellow war 
crimes accused Tihomir 
Blaskic. 

“(Cerkez) was com- 
mander of the...Vitcz 
Brigade, which was 
directly and actively 
involved In the wide- 
scale persecution of 
Bosnian Muslim civil- 
ians," the indictment 
said. 

No date has been set 
for the start of the two 
men's trial. 

If found guilty they 
face up to life in prison. 

They are among 26 
war crimes accused in 
custody at 

Scheveningen detention 
centre outside The 
Hague. 

The tribunal has 
issued 19 public indict- 
ments against 56 indi- 
viduals. There are also 
a number of scaled 
indictments. 


Spain wants to 
question Pinochet 


LONDON (UPIi — 
Spanish judges investi- 
gating the disappear- 
ance of Spanish nation- 
als during the regime of 
Augusto Pinochet 
reportedly want to ques- 
tion the former Chilean 
dictator in the London 
hospital room where he 
is recovering from a 
hernia operation. 

The British newspaper 
The Guardian and the 
British Broadcasting 
Corporation today 
report "some contact" 
between Spanish 

authorities and the 
British government on 
questioning the 82- 
year-oid Pinochet. 

Spanish investigators’ 
questions — if permit- 
ted — would be based 
on the European 
Convention on 

Terrorism, which 
requires those nations 
subscribing to the con- 
vention to help others 
resolve terrorism issues. 

PimK;hcl seized power 
in Chile from the elect- 
ed president, Salvador 
Allende, in a bloody 
coup 25 years ago and 
ruled Chile from 1973 
to 1990. 

If allowed, the ques- 
tioning would also 
focus on reports of 
Pinochet’s links to a 
secret organisation 
which served the mili- 
tary regimes of Chile, 


Argentina. Brazil, 
Paraguay and Uruguay 
in the 1970s. 

The organisation was 
known as Condor and 
aided the various 
regimes in the exchange 
of prisoners and infor- 
mation. 

The judges, Baltasar 
Garzon and Manuel 
Garcia Caste lion, are 
heading an inquiry into 
the disappearance of 
hundreds of Spanish cit- 
izens in .Argentina dur- 
ing the Pinochet rule 
and looking into mur- 
ders, torture and disap- 
pearances under 

Pinochet. 

Garzon toJd the BBC 
today the request to his 
court to question 
Pinochet had been sub- 
mined by the left-wing 
Spanish political party-, 
Izquierda Unida, which 
has joined itself to the 
case. 

After Pinochet 

stepped down as head 
of state, he remained 
commander-in-chief of 
the Chilean army until 
last March, and was 
then sworn in as sena- 
tor-for-life. 

In London 

Wednesday, the British 
government declined 
comment on the story, 
other than to say he 
would be treated like 
any other Chilean citi- 
zen. 


Angry Yeltsin on health scare: 
They don’t even let me sneeze 


MOSCOW (AFP) — An 
ailing but visibly angry 
President Boris Yeltsin 
broke doctors’ orders and 
briefly visited the Kremlin 
Wednesday to prove to an 
increasingly sceptical 
nation that his health was 
just Fine. 

"Is everything clear 
about the president’s 
health," Yeltsin. 67, 
demanded of Prime 
Minister Yevgeny 

Primakov in televised 
footage of his Kremlin 
visit. 

"They don’t even let me 
sneeze,” the president said. 
"I spent 48 hours travel- 
ling. I just got back, and 
again they start,” he 
fumed. 

Primakov, confirmed as 
premier one month ago. 
was for his part defensive, 
insisting he had informed 
press and public about the 
situation. 

This was after the media 
broke traditional taboos 
Tuesday and openly 
ridiculed Yeltsin's perfor- 
mance in Central Asia last 
weekend during his first 
trip outside Russia since 
May. 

Television repeatedly 
showed footage of a pale 
and. puffy Yeltsin trying to 
stand in one place only to 
lose his balance and stum- 
ble forward during an out- 
ing in Uzbekistan. 

"If the president falls and 
cannot get up, how can he 
then be governing the 


country?,” would-be presi- 
dent Alexander Lebed 
quipped Wednesday. "Our 
president intends ro die in 
office.” 

Newspapers published 
behind-ihe-scene> reports 
of how Yeltsin stunned 
guests during an official 
dinner by making an inco- 
herent toast. 

The public humiliation 
caused by Yeltsin’s perfor- 
mance has prompted law- 
makers to pick up debate 
Wednesday over how to 
assemble a special consti- 
tutional committee that 
would strip the president 
of his vast powers. 

“The Kremlin is once 
again hostage to Boris 
Yeltsin’s illness.” declared 
a front-page headline in 
Wednesday's Nezavisimaya 
Gaze la, which suggested 
decision-making was 
paralysed by the need to 
cover up his state of 
health. 

The Russian president, 
whose health remains 
under a constant micro- 
scope following a series of 
heart attacks and pneumo- 
nia cases that the Kremlin 
had tried to brush under 
the rug. mounted a 
counter-propaganda offen- 
sive Wednesday by appear- 
ing at work. 

"He simply brushed 
those doctors’ orders aside 
with his hand." Primakov 
was quoted as saying by 
Interfax. 

Yeltsin’s spokesman said 


Tuesday that doctors 
advised Yeltsin to stay 
away from the Kremlin 
this w eek in order to nurse 
a diagnosed throat condi- 
tion. 

"He still has a slight tem- 
perature.” said spokesman 
Dmitry S'akushkin 

Wednesday. "He is nut 
fully over his cold.” 

Yeltsin stayed in the 
Kremlin for slightly more 
than two hours, ostensibly 
to discuss the situation in 
Kosovo with top aides. 

When Defence Minister 
Igor Sergeyev raised the 
issue of Kosovo in the tele- 
vised footage, however, 
Yeltsin ignored the remark 
and continued venting his 
anger at the media's reac- 
tion to his illness. 

During past illnesses too. 
he had staged flash visits 
to the Kremlin during 
which he would be shown 
briefly on television berat- 
ing stale officials for fail- 
ing to solve Russia's ills. 

He came out of a week- 
long absence last March to 
abruptly sack then Premier 
Viktor Chernomyrdin, 
apparently for showing 
open ambitions to succeed 
Yeltsin as president. 

But Yeltsin’s visibly 
weak health has recently 
prompted several top 
Russian politicians, 
including Moscow Mayor 
Yury Luzhkov, to join 
Chernomyrdin and Lebed 
in contending for the pres- 
idential succession. 
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No reward for 
extremists 


KILLING INNOCENT people whether 
Israelis or Palestinians is always con- 
demnable. But to murder people on the eve 
of the Washington summit between 
President Bill Clinton, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat is doubly 
painful as well as dainaging. That is why the 
murder of a Jew near Jerusalem ostensibly 
at the hands of a Palestinian assumes bigger 
proportions even though Israelis themselves 
have also been equally insensitive to 
Palestinian life on so many occasions in the 
past. Taking lives especially at critical junc- 
tures in the peace process could be a care- 
fully calculated move by groups opposed to 
the peace process as a matter of principle. 

The timing of such killings suggests that 
the prime motivation behind them is to tor- 
pedo whatever chances still exist for making 
progress on the Palestinian-Israeli track of 
the peace process. But rewarding such 
actions by declaring, on the eve of the 
Washington peaces .talks, that there is np 
chance whatsoever for wa^ipg peace or 
reaching an agreement* is exactly what the 
killers from both sides aim for. Should the 
parties then play into the hands of the ene- 
mies of peace? This is exactly what 
Netanyahu seems to be doing only one day 
before his departure for the U.S. By ruling 
out any prospect for a successful encounter 
in Washington, the Israeli leader is simply 
rewarding the enemies of peace and punish- 
ing all of us who yearn for a successful sum- 
mit. 

Instead of taking this defeatist path, both 
sides should endeavour to apprehend the 
extremists who preach and practise violence 
to sustain themselves and promote their 
own agendas. The killer or killers of the 
Israeli youth can and should be brought to 
justice. So must the killers of Palestinians 
who fell to Israeli gunfire over the past few 
weeks. There is no sense in calling on the 
Palestinian side to fulfil its duties in com- 
bating terrorism at a time when scores of 
Palestinians are also murdered in cold 
blood. This quid pro quo should be on the 
top of the summit’s agenda so that the cli- 
mate in the area ceases to be poisoned every 
time we seem to get closer to a deal. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Dustour’s Yaqoub Jaber Wednesday strongly criti- 
cised Turkey for its threats against Syria noting that 
Ankara is trying to divert attention from internal issues 
by directing its people's attention to an external issue. 
In the south-eastern parts of Turkey there are 10 million 
Kurds struggling to gain their human rights in the face 
of Turkish repression and furthermore Turkey is facing 
a rising Islamic power which is challenging the mili- 
tary-ruled country, the writer pointed out. He said that 
by threatening Syria and scoffing at any Arab country 
that might provide backing for Damascus in the event 
of a Turkish attack, the Turkish leaders have crossed a 
red line in their relations with the Arab World. The pre- 
sent government in Ankara is beset by many domestic 
problems but these cannot be solved by creating further 
tension or engaging in an armed conflict with its neigh- 
bours, he concluded. 

AJ Ra’i’s Sultan Al Hattab said that the Jordanians are 
in the same boat as the Palestinians confronting Israeli 
defiance and intransigence in connection with the peace 
process which the Israelis have brought to a standstill. 
The Jordanians have joined the peace process in the 
hope that it would culminate with a comprehensive set- 
tlement on all fronts, while the Palestinians have been 
struggling against repressive Israeli measures and per- 
sisted in their steadfastness in the hope that they will 
eventually gain their legitimate rights, said the writer. 
He said that while the Palestinians have decided to go 
to rhe summit in Washington, the Israeli leaders have 
been trying to find more and more excuses to escape 
any agreement with the Palestinians on the withdrawal 
of their troops from the West Bank. He said by appoint- 
ing Sharon as foreign minister and a member of the 
negotiating team in Washington, Israel is giving the 
world a clear signal of its intentions. 


On religion, dialogue and Jordan’s pivotal role 

. m tli -it otnitn nr 


THE OTHER DAY (last Monday), I sat down wearily at 
the end of a particularly hectic day aiming to spend a lazy 
but pleasurable half hour perusing the day's stories and 
articles in the Jordan Times when I was struck by a pic- 
ture on the front page. You have to see the picture, the 
only one on the page, to appreciate its effect. 

It was of eleven men. all dressed in black. Ten of them 
wore collared costumes (with red buttons and wide red 
belts or red ribbons dangling from the collars to the waist) 
and medium-size crosses. The man standing in the middle 
wore a suit and tie. The ten men, Christian, were identi- 
fied as patriarchs of the Roman Catholic Church, holding 
a conference in Amman The eleventh, a Muslim, was no 
other than HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent — the 
host of the visitors. 

The picture is quite striking. The round and oval faces, 
as if emerging from one collective costume (the black 
dresses mingle, interconnect, and almost melt into one), 
look extremely comfortable and peaceful, though they are 
somewhat solemn and formal. A casual, carefree observ- 
er may not find much in it. But to a careful observer, it is 
immensely telling. 

For one thing, it stands in sharp contrast with many of 
the other sombre, depressing headlines on the front page, 
inside the paper and on the last page: ‘Turkey issues fresh 
warning to Syria"; “Israeli, Palestinian leaders give bleak 
assessments ahead of peace summit"; “Netanyahu blames 
Palestinian ‘incitement’ for soldier’s killing"; “Plans to 
establish Maronite parish in Amman stir controversy"; 
‘'Christian group prays for no concessions to 
Palestinians"; “Cohen plays down concern on Sharon's 
post”; “Israel defends shooting of journalist"; “Butler: 
Iraq has always lied on VX gas"; “Turkish police arrest 
200 Islamist demonstrators"; “Jewish leaders slam Pope 
on canonisation”; and so forth. 

Unlike the messages conveyed in these headlines, the 
picture incarnates the spirit of toleration, inter-faith 


understanding, open-mindedness, fraternity, peace, and 
harmony. The Crown Prince — a Hashemite, a Muslim, a 
man proud of his own religion — stands entirely at ease 
among ten patriarchs belonging to a faith different from 
his own. Not any sign of discomfort, anxiety, nervousness 
or inhibition can one detect in the harmonious picture, 
either on part of the Prince or the patriarchs. 

The picture of the eleven men in black is neither purely 
ceremonial nor merely casual and incidental. Since its 
very inception in the early days of this century, Jordan has 
been (due to the liberal vision of its founders and its lead- 
ership) a safe haven for people of diverse faiths, diverse 
political orientations, diverse ethnic backgrounds, diverse 
origins, etc. Since its inception, Jordan stands out as hay- 
ing done something almo st unique in the sphere of reli- 
gious tolerance. 

In recent years, Jordan has done a great deal with 
respect to inter-faith dialogue — in the Kingdom itself, 
within our Arab and Middle Eastern region itself and at 
the global level. Inspired by the excellent example of His 
Majesty King Hussein (as well as the late King Abdullah), 
the Crown Prince has initiated, spear-headed and dili- 
gently pursued a campaign whose aim is to augment the 
exchange of ideas among peoples of diverse faiths, espe- 
cially the three monotheistic religions. Such campaign 
reflected itself in the creation of research centres, which 
conduct significant comparative/contrastive studies, and 
the holding of periodic symposia and conferences on mat- 
ters of inter-faith concern. 

Inter-faith contacts and dialogues could not have come 
at a better time — not only because they help dispel mis- 
conceptions, scepticism and mistrust among peoples of 
various faiths but because we have, in recent years, wit- 
nessed the rise of various nasty forms of religious extrem- 
ism, radicalism and violence. The effective remedy to the 
so-called phenomenon of religious extremism, terrorism, 
and violence in our region and abroad lies not in die 


repression or suppression of this or that group or sect but 

in sincere, open-minded dialogue. 

What happened in Bosnia not lo D g ago (race-based, but 
also somewhat faith-based) was not a pretty thmg; whai is 
happening in Kosovo now (along the exact same tines) is 
not a pretty thing either. What happened in Lebanon a few 
years ago, sectarian narrow-mindedness had a lot to do 
with it. The chilling violence in Algeria, committed in the 
name of religion or blamed on it (you never know) is frag- 
ic* 

Religious extremism, radicalism, and selfishness also 
stand in the way of Mideast peace. Peace with the 
Palestinians has come to a halt, due (in great part) to many 
of the extremist religious groups in Israel, some of whom 
(the settlers) confiscate Palestinian land and live on it with 
no respect whatsoever of the rights or feelings of 
Palestinians, their fellow human beings. It is one of these 
Jewish fanatics who committed a horrible massacre in 
Hebron not long ago, and one of them who assassinated 
the. soldier turned peacemaker, Rabin. Rather than facili- 
tate and push for peace, religion aborts it Which is very 
ironic and unfortunate. 

The front-page Jordan Times picture represents the 
antithesis to religious chauvinism, selfishness, bigotry, 
hypocrisy and destructiveness — an antithesis we wish to 
see more of. It is only through understanding, toleration, 
complementarity, dialogue and love among people of var- 
ious faiths that coexistence and peace among God’s crear 
tuxes can be guaranteed. Jordan ought to pride itself -on 
initiating an important inter-faith dialogue, the only 
means for peaceful, dignified living and the only guaran- 
tee for nonviolence. 

The only reservation about the picture may come from 
a feminist who may wonder why there is not a single 
woman in the picture. But this reservation has to be taken 
up with the patriarchs of the church, not with the Crown 
Prince. 


There’s more to modernity but are 
we prepared to take that step? 



By Natasha Bukhari 

THERE SEEMS to be some confu- 
sion over how to go about mod- 
ernising our country, where to start, 
and what example to follow, espe- 
cially when “modem” is conceived 
to be equivalent to “Western" in a 
fast growing invasion and adoption 
of Western values in our society. 

We in Jordan have indeed succeed- 
ed in certain areas of global mod- 
ernisation as we are slowly, but suc- 
cessfully, becoming technologically 
’more advanced, which, one must 
.admit, has become a necessity to 
‘ Keep up with the rest of the world. 
This is something we are working on 
and have, given our limited 
resources, significantly moved for- 
ward in. 

The new generation of Jordanians 
have access to computers and the 
Internet, and some are heavily 
involved in cyber communication. 
Computer science is being taught at 
a good number of schools and the 
computer is invading a good number 
of our homes and work places. 

On another front, we are witness- 
ing an impressive growth in the num- 
ber of bars and nightclubs, which are 
becoming the youths* havens for 
having "a good time.” In fact, drink- 
ing and dancing are — for that lucky 
minority of Jordanians who can 
afford it — the only type of fun 
available in this counfry. One might 
argue that this is one of the faces of 
modem Jordan, when, in fact, it is an 
example of lack of choices. We have 
imported the culture of modem 


Developing World 


entertainment from the West, with- 
out trying to create or cultivate our 
own. This leap towards pop music 
and “partying” was not, unfortunate- 
ly, proceeded by or even accompa- 
nied with an evolution in our own 
theatre, art or music. 

Art and entertainment are not the 
only areas we are lacking in, but 
there are numerous other manifesta- 
tions of backwardness in our society. 


‘Nightclubs, 
computer skills 
or attire do 
not entail 
modernisation: 
values do’ 


Some are so grave that one is left 
wondering about the accurate termi- 
nology to label this society; is it 
modem, is it backward or is it just 
confused? 

An example that comes to mind is 
the phenomenon of “honour crimes." 
How can one explain “honour 
killings,” or even more distressing, 
the lack of punishment for such dis- 
gusting crimes? In what modem 
state do murderers get away with a 
few months of imprisonment for 


killing a spouse, sister or daughter? 

Murderers get off the hook for 
being “enraged” when they commit 
“honour crimes,” we often read. 
Well, if rage excuses murder, then all 
citizens should be allowed to justify 
their actions by their state of mind or 
moods at the time. As long as we 
have such precedents to excuse a 
certain type of murders, many others 
are sure to follow. One person could 
argue that he/she crossed a red traffic 
tight because he/she was distressed 
at the time. , and demand not to be 
punished for endangering others’ 
lives. If anger and rage justify kilting 
a fellow human, then they can be 
used to justify almost any crime on 
earth. 

I think that it is time for us to ques- 
tion our priorities when it comes to 
modernising our country. It is time to 
reassess our values and work our 
way up rather than skip the substan- 
tial issues and focus on the superfi- 
cial manifestations of modernisa- 
tion. 

Nightclubs, computer skills or 
attire do not entail modernisation: 
values do. 

As long as we have a system that 
encourages a hideous crime by not 
punishing it, we will have no chance 
of rising up to the challenge of mod- 
ernisation. How can we claim to be 
modern when our laws do not 
respect human life? 

The writer is currently a correspondent 
for foreign news agencies based in 
Amman. 


Pure sensationalism 


To the editor: 

THE REPORT, reprinted in the Jordan Times on October 
13, from the Independent entitled “The Water Project 
that could be poisoning half of Bangladesh" sensation- 
alised a serious public health problem. 

The government of Bangladesh, with the support from 
UNICEF and other donors, started sinking tubewells over 
25 years ago as an alternative to pond and river water 
which was often heavily contaminated by faecal bacteria. 
The ingestion of untreated or inadequately treated water 
can cause cholera, diarrhoea and parasite infection. 

These tubewells, along with an increase in sanitation 
have contributed in saving lives. In 1990, more than a 
quarter of a million of Bangladesh children under the age 
of five died as a result of diarrhoea, the biggest child- 
killer in Bangladesh. By 1996 the number of children 
who d ied h ad fallen down to 1 10.000. 

UNICEF — together with the Bangladeshi government, 
the World Bank and other international donor agencies — 
is tackling arsenic poising in several ways. 

1. Testing and improving local testing in. the future. The 
Department of Public Health and Environment (DPHE) 
and selected NGO’s have been trained and equipped to 
conduct tests to ensure that no Bangladeshi is knowingly 
exposed to dangerous levels of arsenic, in addition to 
strengthening local capacity to produce arsenic field test 
kit, currently imported from other countries. 

2. Replacing affected wells and supporting the instilla- 
tion of 18,000 arsenic-free new tubewells across the 
country. 

3. Carrying out grass root public education which 
involves informing families and communities of the risks 
they face from arsenic and steps they can take to protect 
their health. 

4. Providing funding and technical help to test tube- 
wells and to promote alternatives such as rainwater har- 
vesting and low-cost filtration system that remove 
arsenic, and other contamination from the water. 

Misrak Elias, 
UNICEF Representative, 
Jordan Country Office. 


Be our guests 


Riad Al Kbouri 


THE INTERIOR minister’s statement 
last week that the number of foreign 
workers in Jordan is equal to the number 
of Jordanians in the country's domestic 
workforce should come as no surprise. 
Myriad Egyptians, Syrians, Iraqis and 
others resident in Jordan, including some 
non-Arab workers, are simply doing the 
jobs Jordanians don't want, a labour 
market pattern familiar in the Arab 
World. 

Traditionally, these “guest workers" 
from Arab states have been welcome in 
Amman. The minister talked about 
Jordan’s usual “openness” with regard to 
Arab visitors who need no visa to enter 
the Kingdom. He added, however, that 
Jordan would apply existing laws it had 
not fully enforced in the past to crack 
down on illegal workers. However, he 
insisted that Jordan will “stick to labour- 
exchange agreements” with other coun- 
tries and ‘‘preserve the rights" of legal 
workers. 

Fair enough: Jordanian rules in this 
regard are reasonable, and their applica- 
tion will also no doubt be tempered polit- 
ically. Jordan has always been tolerant 
when it comes to issues which do not 
impinge directly on its national security, 
and 1 predict that this time will be no 
exception: the Kingdom's Arab guests — 
and many of its foreign ones as well — 
will still largely be here in the coming 
months and years. If on the other hand, 
members of the non-Jordanian Arab 
workforce of Amman started to riot to 
protest Jordan’s relations with a non- 


Arab state such as, say, Ruritania, they 
would be expelled before you could say 
“normalisation” The state’s message to 
non- Jordanians is clear: stay away from 
political issues; otherwise, if you don’t 
actually commit a felony, be our guesL 
Of course that was a lot easier to say 
when the economy was booming a 
decade or two ago, and unemployment 
was not an issue. The trick of course is to 
bring down unemployment; once that 
happens, a lot of the headaches regarding 
guest workers will disappear. 

Now for the tricky part: commenting 
on Jordanian unemployment and the 
guest worker issue, the prime minister 
said that “bold measures” to combat 
poverty and unemployment among 
Jordanians would be taken, and that work 
would begin to introduce a minimum 
wage. If tbs happens in an unemploy- 
ment crisis like Jordan’s present one, 
look out. Such a measure would be dis- 
astrous if enforced — though it would 
probably be unenforceable. Most foreign 
workers in Jordan work for far lower 
wages than Jordanians, thus making 
businesses run. An argument can be 
made for Jordan to abandon its cheap- 
labour economic model, but this will 
mean massive restructuring, retraining, 
and retrenchment in the labour market 
and elsewhere in the economy. 
Meanwhile the minimum wage idea is 
virtually impossible in a country wallow- 
ing in economic crisis. Once the econo- 
my picks up, through a combination of 
the right exogenous factors (comprehen- 


sive regional peace) and an internal 
attempt to improve the investment cli- 
mate (to a considerable extent a function 
of the Jordanian government’s deregula- 
tion of the economy) measures tike a 
minimum wage will have a chance. 
Whether one should be imposed or not is 
another question: my point is that it 
would be impossible to apply under the 
present circumstances. 

Until annual GNP growth goes back to 
the seven per cent or so which- will allow 
new entrants to the labour market to be 
absorbed, a minimum wage applied to 
Jordan is a bit like prescribing sophisti- 
cated organic diets to somebody who is 
in a coma: he has to be revived first 
before he can get the fancy medicine. 

Until then, Jordan and other Arab coun- 
tries should concentrate more on eco- 
nomic liberalisation than on interference 
with markets, including those for labour. 

I say “other Arab countries” because 
the simultaneous existence of unemploy- 
ment and guest workers also exist else- 
where in the region. Take for example 
Saudi Arabia, where that country's interi- 
or minister recently said the country was' 
paying a “high price” for foreign workers 
and urged Saudis not co shun any job 
offered to them. The minister. Prince 
Nayef Ben Abdul Aziz, told a meeting of 
Saudi businessmen last week that the 
kingdom was taking steps to ensure more 
Saudis take up j'obs currently held by for- 
eigners and said authorities may soon 
announce new measures to boost the 
employment of nationals. “We appreciate 


those who come to our country and work 
with us. But, of course, we pay a price 
for those who come from abroad and it is 
a very high price,” the minis ter said. 

He expressed the hope that Saudi 
nationals would work in ali fields and not 
shun any job, and explained that if 
Saudis turned down those jobs, non- 
Saudis must take them. Saudi Arabia is 
eager to replace many of the estimated 
six million foreign workers, who make 
up one-third of the country’s population, 
with its nationals. The government has 
told private firms employing more than 
twenty people to increase their Saudi 
staff by five per cent a year. In my opifl r 
ion, this would be as unenforceable as a 
Jordanian minimum wage under thepf®" 
sent circumstances. With the Saudi econ- 
omy still largely dependent on oil, and 
with petroleum prices stagnating badly, 
such measures may be difficult to take. 

The lesson which has yet to be learned 
by many government officials in the 
Arab World is that interference with mar- 
• kets is tricky and should be done rarely 
and very carefully. Minimum wages and 
statutory employment of nationals 
steps which can be undertaken, only 
under certain circumstances, preferably 
accompanied by other measures which 
v«)uld ease economic distortions instead 
of aggravating them. Otherwise, the 'rid® 
must Ire to leave markets alone: whether 
in Jordan, Saudi Arabia, or elsewhere, 
tne government’s role in the economy 
has to shrink, and not to expand through 
more regulation. 
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Modesty, charity and those lucky few 


are the makings of a good lime for all. 


inrcomjvn yj "ujuur-oeamam apartment. The 
Tarawneiis were quite content where thev wen- 
but die Prime Minister conceded to move on 
cutididon that whatever villa was to be selected 
for him and his family should remain the resi - 
fence of the Jordanian prime minister — ala 10 
pawning Street or 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
pie condition met. the Turawnehs have official 
lv moved to the new villa in Deir Ghhar — dun 
just sprawling residential area in smith Amman 


HOUSEKEEPING: In the middle of the gov. 
emment's drive to make head or tail of ihf for- 
eign labour situation, Interior Minister Navef 
Qudi himself was faced with a related legal ditty-. 
As it happened, time came due for the renewal if 
his housekeeper’s residency and work permits. 
So the minister did what any law abiding citizen 
would do — he filled out all the necessary docu- 
ments, paid all the fees, and once again his 
housekeeper's legal status is in order. Just imag- 
ine if everyone were so upriglu. Better yet, imag- 
ine if everyone were to pay up on their water 
bills. Those who know Qadi say he wasn’t mak- 
ing the most of the moment to set an example, he 
whs simply doing the right thing. 
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LUNCH WITH THE PM: The Foreign Corre- 
spondents Club will be hosting Prime Minister 
Fjyez Tarawneh for lunch on Sunday. A group of 
between 23 to 26 members of the foreign press 
corps based in Amman, including a few visiting 
colleagues will take their dialogue with the gov- 
ernment to the top man. The feeling among 
them . they say. is much more relaxed with the 
change of government effected this summer, the 
appointment of a progressive press and publica- 
tions Department Director, in the person of had 




Fayez Tarawneh 


CONGRATULATIONS: The Binatiomd lid- 
bright Cottunissitm in Jordan has awarded a 
total of II grants to Jordanian se/uJarx and 
students /. )r the I V9K - 1 Wan ulrmit ■ u or. The 
cummissit/n holds an annual competition in all 
fields of study and research for these presti- 
gious awards to private and public universities, 
companies, ministries, research cent tvs. NGOs 
and individuals in Jordan. The IWS-W Ful- 
b right Post-Doctoral research grants were 
awarded to Dr. Hasson R. Ahd-t-l-Awad, 
Yarmouk University in Socio-Unguisrics ajfili- 
ated with the University of Pennsylvania: Dr. 


DalUis. and ; lit: Naif S. Kqradsheh from the 
University of Jordan, liuK'hcinisny at the Uni- 
versity of Alabama. The Ftd bright Student 
scholarship v this rear were awarded to Radi 
Annuh for an MBA in Marketing and 
lnt emotional Business at Georgetown Univer- 
sity: Samer G. Ragaeen for a PhD in Architec- 
ture to Texas A A M University: Hani M. 
Jsrna’eal from the University if Jordan jbr a 
PhD in English Literature to Southern Illinois 
lhti vet site; Shadtt J. Wadi Ramahi of the Uni- 
versity of Jtn dan for a PhD in Medicul Physics 
at Rush University; Mohumuui M. Shaw erfora 
PhD in Pharmaceutical Sciences at University 
of Georgia; Dina A. Ruud from the Al-Amal 
Cancer Centre for a Master's in Muxs Media 
and Communication at Arizona State Universi- 
ty; and. YasserS. A /- Nutt mr from the Universi- 
ty oj Jordan for a PhD in Speech Pathology to 
the University of Florida. All nf these Fit! bright 
student grant recipients received supplemen- 
tary financial assistance from their host U.S. 
universities. "These awards were announced to 
potential candidates Kingdom-wide, and the 
competition this year w as rigorous. ” suid Alain 
McNamara, the executive director of the Com- 
mission in Jordan. "These Fulling hi Fellows 
represent some of the best and brightest young 
and distinguished scholars in Jordan. " 


FEL1CIDAD: Spain celebrated its national 
day Monday evening with a large reception at 
the residence of Ambassador EuJaUlo 
Mirapeix and his wife Benina. Political talk 
was rife with comments about Minister of 
Administrative Development Bassam Emoush s 
proclamations of having been the initiator of 
the government's "dialogue" campaign, and 
complaints u> unperturbed Finance Minister 
Michel Mario about the new VAT tax. And \uch 



Nayef Qadi 

ARTS AND THE LADY: At the recent 25th 
anniversary of the International Congress on 
Arts and Communications held in New 
Orleans, Louisiana in the U.S. only one Arab 
country nos represented. That’s right. It was 
Jordan, and doing her ct -untry the honours war 
Farida Khalili, an llf-year staff member of the 
Ministry of Social Development. Khalili. who 
has unended this congress in the past (always 
at her own expense I and was invited to speak 
on Arabic literature, was among more than 100 
painters, musicians, and scientists from 41 
countries gathered to exchange interests in the 
arts, with a particular focus on women's 


achievements in this arena. At one of the event ’s 
banquets, guests are requested to don their 
national dress — Khalili attracted much inter- 
est from the participants for being the only 
Arab, her dress was a special eye-catcher arid 
conversation piece. When it hw all over, it was 
back to the ministry for Khalili who heads the 
department of organisations and international 
relations at the ministry of social development. 


LETTERS AND MORE LETTERS: HRH 
Princess Sarvath El Hassan will open a special 
exhibition of “ Calligraphy on Crafts" ar the 
Jordan Craft Centre “ Al Aydi " on Sunday. The 
decorative and household objects are embell- 
ished with calligraphy by several crafts men 
and women and will make unique gifts for the 
coming holiday season. Al Aydi, located in 
Jabal Amman’s 2nd Circle and open from 
10:00 cum. to 6:00 p.m.. promotes the work of 
Arab artisans. The "Calligraphy on Crafts" 
exhibition will run through the end of October. 


WHAT A RACKET: The Society for the Care 
of Neurological Patients is to benefit from a 
charitable tennis tournament sponsored by 
Allied Accounts at the Royal Automobile Club 
on Friday. The one-day event is organised with 
assistance from the Cosmopolitan Rotary Club. 
The players include HRH Prince Firas Ben 
Rood, ambassadors Christopher Baxtiscombe 
and his wife Bridget of the U.K. Eudaldo 
Mirapeix of Spain, Alexander Soltanov of the 
Russian Federation and Yves Gazzo of the 
European Union. Also playing will be Odette 
Alalia, Wael Karachi, Dr. Mohammad Ham- 
dan. Rqfiq Hamameh, and Dana Toukan. 
Prizes for the winning players at this first-time 
event will be presented by Prince Firas Bin 
Rood. 

— Jennifer Hamameh 



Science and technology 
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John Maynard Smith is Emeritus Professor 
of Biology at the University of Sussex 

AREVOLUTION is taking place in our under- 
standing of biology, but one that is largely unfa- 
miliar to a wider audience. It concerns one of 
the great mysteries: How does an apparently 
stmcmreless egg develop into a complex and 
adapted adult? 

When, some 10 years ago, I wrote a book, 
'The Problems of Biology'”, I identified devel- 
opment as one of the two great unsolved prob- 
lems — the other was how the brain determines 
behaviour. Today, 1 would describe the former 
problem as in the process of being solved. 

Progress is coming from new techniques in 
genetics. It is now possible to identify' genes 
that play a role in development, to find out 
when and where they are active, to knock them 
our and see what happens, and even to find out 
what they do when transferred to a different 
kind ofammaL 

One famous experiment will demonstrate the 
possibilities. The mouse has a gene called 
“small-eye.” If it mutates, the mouse develops 
without eyes. This shows that the gene, in its 
unmutated form, plays on essential role in the 
development of the eye: the mutared gene no 
longer does its job, so that no eye develops. 

If die normal form of this gene is transferred 
to a fiuitfly, Drosophila, it causes an eye to 
develop wherever it is activated — for exam- 
ple, on the leg. The eye that develops is a com- 
pound fly eye, not a mouse eye. It seems that 
what the gene does is to send a signal, “make an 
eye here.” More precisely, it switches on other 
eye-making genes. The experiment also sug- 
gests that the common ancestor of fly and 
mouse had such a gene that perhaps caused the 
appearance of a single light-sensitive cell, or a 
group of such cells. The mouse gene in a fly 
switches on fly eye-making genes. 

The picture emerging from this and similar 
experiments is of a hierarchy of regularoiy 
genes, active at different times and places, and 
switching other genes on or off. The notice of 
gene “switching” was familiar from the work 
of Francois Jacob and Jacques Monod on bac- 
teria. The genome, of some 10,000 genes in 
vertebrates, is seen as a set of instructions for 
making an adult organism, and evolution by 
natural selection as the means whereby those 
genes were programmed. There remains the 
problem of how genes are switched on in the 
right places. It is important mice grow eyes on 
their heads, not half\vay down their legs. 

At this point a second approach to the prob- 
lem of biological form may be relevant. It 
comes not from biology but from mathematics. 

There is a growing interest among mathe- 
maticians in the complex forms that can 
emerge from simple sets of rules — an interest 
greatly stimulated by the possibility of generat- 
ing such forms on a computer. Examples in the 
world include cloud patterns, waves and vor- 
tices. Such forms have been called "self-organ- 
ised,” which implies both that the pattern does 
not arise in response to a set of detailed instruc- 
tions (as does the pattern oflettere on this page), 
and is not imposed by some outside force. 

Drawing an analogy between such fonris and 
the shapes of animals is not new (it inspired 


D'Anry Thompson’s “On 
Growth and Form" in 1917), but 
has been given a new lease of life 
by recent developments in math- 
ematics. 

The idea has obvious appeal. 

Looking at the stripes on a zebra, 
it is hard not to think of a wave, 
and to wonder what is waving. 

This is speculation, but a reeem 
study of the stripes on an angel 
fish suggested that they arise in 
response to a chemical wave of a 
kind that had earlier been predict- 
ed mathematical lv. 

The idea is that chemical reac- 
tion and di/fttsion give rise to 
peaks and troughs of concentra- 
tion of some chemical, and dial 
the peaks act to switch on genes 
making the stripes of pigment If 
so. the" process depends both on a 
dynamic process and on the 
switching of genes. 

In one" sense, the development 
of an animal is self-organ i.wd; no 
one is imposing the form from 
outside. But “self-organisation” 
also implies that the form has 
arisen from simple rules, without 
need for lengthy instructions. To a 
biologist, there arc two obvious 
difficulties with the idea. First die , — — 

egg of a vertebrate contains some y^jjg mif 
1T000 million bits of infonnation 
encoded in DNA. We know that na 

much of this information is itself (fiU 
essential, because if it is altered 
the structure of the adult is altered. A theory of 
development that ignores this information is 
manifestly absurd. 

. Second, living organisms have parts — - eyes, 
legs, livers etc. — adapted to ensure their sur- 
vival and reproduction. The pattern of ripples 
ot the surface of water may be complex — a lot 
more so than the rules of fluid mechanics that 
generated them — but it does not contain parts 
adapted to ensure the .survival of the whole. 

Most of biology is die study of such tujapta- 
tions. One ignores natural selection, and the 
genetic information that it has generated, at 
one’s peril. Yet 1 do not think that patterns gen- 
erated by dynamic processes are irrelevant to 
development. Genes influence development by 
affecting chemical and physical processes. One 
reason for thinking that gene-switching alone 
cannot be a complete explanation is lhal then? 
arc single-celled organisms with complex 
shapes. However these shapes arc made, it can- 
not be by switching on different genes in dif- 
ferent places, because there Is only one set of 
genes. 

Ultimately, I believe we will need a rap- 
prochement between geneticists and students of 
non-linear dynamics. At present, the two com- 
munities rarely talk to one another. As every 
issue of Nature demonstrates, geneticists are 
making extraordinary progress in answering 
specific questions about development; What 
determines the difference between head and 
tail, back and belly, leg and antenna, thumb and 
little finger. Mathematicians arc happily gener- 
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This mutant fruitffy has legs between its eyes, 
Both have begun to answer once-im possible 
itself (file photo) 

A theory of ating complex shapes, without much reference 
armation is to actual organisms. One day, perhaps, they will 

get together. 

its — eyes. I have described two approaches to develop- 
k their Uir- inenL One is local, reductionist, and dependent 
a of ripples on notions of information, regulation and con- 
ilex — a lot trol, and the other global and holistic. It is a 

.‘hanics that curious fact that, at least in Britain, the holistic 
on tain parts view tends io be associated with left-wing polit- 

: whole. ical views. As it happens. I have some personal 
uch adapta- acquaintance with this association of ideas. In 
»n, and the my younger, more radical days, 1 disliked the 
incrated, at idea that genes control development without 
nnemsgen- themselves being influenced by it. In 1950 1 
nrekrvant to speni some time trying to demonstrate the 

lopmeiit by inheritance of an acquired character in 

cesses. One Drosophila; at least I had the honesty’ na to 
:hing alone claim a positive result. As i have become more 
s lhal tlierc critical of Marxism, so f have become more 
l complex reductionist in biology. I do not know whether 
tale, it can- there was a causal connection; it may just be the 

;nes in dif- astonishing successes of molecular biology, 
one set of But 1 do think there is a connection between a 
dislike of molecular genetics and a taste for rad- 
eed u rap- ical politics. The association is not just with left- 

students of udng opinioas. 

; two com- 1 was intrigued, reading Evelyn Fox-Ketler’s 
r. As every Secrets of Life. Secrets of Death, to find the 
clictM.s are American biologist turned feminist critic of sci- 
answering ence equating the idea of genetic control with 
tent: What the male aim of dominating “nature,” imagined 
i bead and as female. 

thumb and There is an irony in this correlation between 
pily gener- left-wing opinions and theories of self-organi- 


and another has eyes on its legs, 
questions about how life shapes 


sarion. The most influential self-organisation 
theory in history was Adam Smith’s notion of 
the “hidden hand.” whereby, provided every- 
one is free to do as he will, the result is a soci- 
ety that works for the benefit of all. I am na 
qualified to judge a theory in economics, 
although it is surely relevant that it is profitable 
to pour poison into rivers, sell cigarettes, and 
put alcohol into children’s drinks. 

My point is that this theory of self-organisa- 
tion was the inspiration of Thatcherism. The 
association between biological ideas of self- 
organisation and left-wing politics has been 
reversed in economics. 

It is perhaps inevitable that scientists should 
be influenced in their choice of theories by 
beliefs irrelevant to their truth. In the shat ran 
it does na matter, provided na everyone is 
influenced by the same irrelevant beliefs, hi the 
Jong run, theories that successfully explain the 
world will survive, and unsuccessful theories 
will die. 

Today, I think we are at last seeing the emer- 
gence of a successful theory of development, 
and an understanding of the connection 
between the development, in a few months, of 
a single cell into a complex adult, and the evo- 
lution, in several thousand million years, of the 
first simple sell-replicating entities irao the 
complexity of the living world. 


— The Guardian 


To replace or 
complement 
that is the 
question 

By Jean-Claude Ellas 

EVERY TIME a technological breakthrough is 
announced, before even trying it, we jump and decide 
that it is going to replace the old way we used to do 
things. When the audio compact disc (CD) was 
released in 1983, most of us thought that it would 
replace the cassette, but the small, friendly tape brave- 
ly survived. Admitted, the CD did kill the LP, or the 
“vinyl" disc, but the lesson to leant was that the new 
music media did not eliminate all the existing ones and 
that at leasr one of them continued ro coexist alongside 
the new device. 

Except in rare cases, we usually keep adding new 
ways and new techniques to already existing ones. We 
just end up having more choices. The electronic mail 
(e-mail) has tremendously helped people communicate 
quickly, safely and inexpensively. In all countries 
where it is available, it reduced the volume of regular 
mail done through the traditional postal service but it 
did not completely suppress it. 

Whenever you need to send original documents, for 
example, you still need to mail them the old fashioned 
way. 

In the same manner, the contact via e-mail or Internet 
has not become, and will probably never be, a “substi- 
tute for human contact." In an interesting essay pub- 
lished last month in the international edition of 
Newsweek, Niles Goldstein describes his own experi- 
ence and points out the difference between “electron- 
ic" conract and the real thing: “The Internet is a mixed 
blessing, h draws people together at the same time that 
it distances them ... there’s still no substitute for 
human contact.” Designing new techniques, marketing 
them, selling and implementing them, seems to be 
much easier than using them in a smart way. However, 
after a first stage of confusion when we are hard- 
pressed to discard the old and use the new, things tend 
to settle down. We start to see more clearly and can 
make a better judgement. 

The Internet is a relatively new means of communi- 
cation and of searching for information. It is undeni- 
ably a most precious tool and no one would seriously 
doubt that its future is bright and that the best of it is 
yet to come. But the danger lies in how it will affect 
human relationships, and the danger is real. 

Television has already taken its toll in isolating peo- 
ple. Perhaps we have become smarter and won’t let the 
Web do that to us. 
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Israel-Jordan zone seeks 
duty-free status from EU 


TEL AVTV (R 1 ) — Develop- 
ers of an industrial zone 
astride the Israel-Jordan bor- 
der said Wednesday they 
were seeking free trade area 
status from the European 
Union (EU) to complement 
a similar pact with the Unit- 
ed States. 

“We're trying to convince 
them to take it as a pilot pro- 
ject — not to implement 
cumulation but to designate 
it as a special area like the 
Americans have done." Gili 
Dekel, general manager of 
Jordan Gateway Projects 
Co. told Reuters. 

Jordan Gateway, a 50-50 
joint venture between Israeli 
and Jordanian interests, is 
developing a 250.000 
hectare industrial estate on: 
land leased to it by the Israeli! 
and Jordanian governments 
on the Jordan River. 

The U.S. government has 
already designated the park a 
Qualifying Industrial Zone 
(Q1Z), entitling it to duty- 
free access to the American 
market. 

Cumulation has become a 
key issue with the EU as bi- 
national industrial estates are 
being developed on the bor- 
ders between Israel and Jor- 
dan. and Israel and the Pales- 


tinian areas. It would allow 
the zones to merge the terms 
of existing trade pacts. 

Dekel said EU approval 
was not critical to going 
ahead with the project. 

“There is enough room in 
this project without the EU. 
At worst, the companies can 
register as Jordanian compa- 
nies,'' he said, noting that 
Jordan had duty-free access 
to the EU. 

A spokesman for the EU in 
Tel Aviv was not available 
for comment on Wednesday. 

Dekel said Phase I con- 
struction of the Jordan Gate- 
way zone would begin in a 
few months. The company 
would be spending $80 mil- 
lion to build 314,000 square 
metre of floor space. 

He said the developers had 
already received as many as 
20 letters of intent from 
prospective corporate ten- 
ants, most of them Israeli 
and multinational compa- 
nies. 

“We do not intend to 
develop the site for Jordan- 
ian companies. We wanted 
to transfer technology and 
attract investors to Jordan,” 
Dekel said, adding that he 
expected the Phase I devel- 
opment to create 15,000 


jobs. 

Unlike Jordan's Irbid 
industrial zone, which also 
has Q1Z status from the 
United States, Jordan Gate- 
way is designed to employ 
both Jordanians and Israelis 
by being geographically 
accessible to both. Dekel 
said 

He said Israelis would be 
in the main filling profes- 
sional positions and Jordani- 
ans a larger number of 
lower-paid jobs. 

Jordanian labour law will 
apply on the Jordanian side 
of the estate, which will be 
linked to the Israeli side by a 
bridge. All the factory space 
will therefore be on the Jor- 
danian side, with warehous- 
es and offices on the Israeli 
side. 

Dekel described his part- 
ners as a Jordanian trading 
company but declined to 
identify them further. 

“The success of the project 
has been the low profile 
we've kept over the last 
three years,” he said. 

Israel's trade and invest- 
ment ties with Jordan have 
developed since their 1994 
peace treaty but they remain 
a matter of controversy in 
the Kingdom. 


WTO admits Latvia and 
Kirghizstan as members 


GENEVA (AFP) — The 
World Trade Organisation 
( WTO) on Wednesday formal- 
ly approved the entry of Latvia 
and Kirghizstan as new mem- 
bets. 

The WTO said that its exec- 
utive body, the general council. 


at a meeting Wednesday unan- 
imously adopted the protocol 
of accession and the schedule 
of goods and services commit- 
ments of both countries. 

However. Latvia and the 
Kirghizstan will be listed as 
WTO members onlv after 
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domestic ratification of the 
protocols followed by a 30-day 
ratificaion notice period with 
die WTO secretariat 

The entry of Latvia and 
Kirghizstan will take WTO 
membership to 134 countries. 
Some 30 other countries, 
including China and Russia, 
are lining up to join die wodd 
trade watchdog. 

Latvian Foreign Aflairs Min- 
ister Valdis Bifkaus and Eseo~ 
gul Omuraliev, head of 
Kirghizstan's inter-rninisterial 
commission, signed their 
respective countries' protocols. 

A spokesman for Latvia’s 
foreign ministry, Toms Bau- 
manis, said in Riga: “We 
believe that this proves the 
quality of our markets and will 
help us attract foreign 
investors.” 

Latvia’s admission to the 
WTO comes amid slowing 
economic growth caused by 
the crisis in neighbouring Rus- 
sia. 

GDP in die second quarter 
rose at 5.4 per cent, but the 
State Statistics Department 
forecasts third quarter growth 
to be no higher than four per 
cent. 


Primakov promises wages, pensions 
as aides work on the funding 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
Russian government 
fleshed out Wednesday its 
seemingly irreconcilable 
promises of paying wages 
and pensions arrears while 
keeping inflation and the 
.rouble rate firmly under 
control. 

Prime Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov and his aides 
shed a little light on how 
they intend to square the 
circle of dwindling income 
and huge outgoings with- 
out stoking inflation and 
further undermining the 
Russian currency. 

The Russian premier 
insisted that the govern- 
ment was determined to 
crack the one srubborn 
problem which deprives 
the state and its workers 
annually of billions of rou- 
bles — mutual debt. 

Speaking to regional 
chiefs in the Federation 
Council upper house. Pri- 
makov said that the state 
could collect up to 50 bil- 
lion roubles (S3. 8 billion 
at Wednesday’s rate) from 
debtors if the smothering 
web of mutual debt 
between enterprises, work- 
ers and the government 
could be untangled. 

The cabinet's weekly 
session on Thursday will 
be devoted entirely to the 
Gordian knot of non-pay- 
ment. 

Barely solvent enterpris- 
es have run up huge debts 
to each other, their work- 
ers and the state, creating a 
vicious circle of unpaid 
wages and tax arrears. 

Primakov promised that 
despite sharply contracting 
gross domestic product 
and falling tax revenues, 
most wage arrears would 
be honoured by the start of 
1999, though some pen- 
sion backlogs might not be 
cleared by then. 

Two of the premier's key 
lieutenants then explained 
how the government 
intended to fund the debt- 
clearing effort and refloat 
a national economy sunk 
by years of expensive bor- 
rowing which culminated 
in devaluation of the rou- 
ble and debt default in 
August. 

Central Bank Chairman 
Viktor Gerashchenko, ini- 
tially feared as a Soviet- 
era throwback with a pen- 
chant for printing money, 
insisted Wednesday that 
such reflation should be 
backed by substantial gold 
and hard currency 
reserves. 

“The task before the cen- 
tral bank is to increase the 
country's gold and foreign 
exchange reserves,” 


Gerashchenko told the 
Federation Council, urging 
governors in the chamber 
to sell the federal authori- 
ties the gold reserves 
which their individual 
regions and republics hold. 

The central bank has 
already boosted reserves 
by $800 million in the 
past two weeks, helped by 
a ' decision to force 
exporters to sell 75 per 
cent of their hard currency 
earnings. The additional 
supply of dollars has sup- 
ported the rouble, which 
advanced 15.75 percent to 
13 to the dollar in a special 
morning trading session. 

Gerashchenko said that 
the boosting reserves was 
particularly important as 
the International Monetary 
Fund and World Bank 
were displaying a “tough” 
stance towards Russia. 

But Finance Minister 
Mikhail Zadornov told 
reporters that the govern- 
ment was nonetheless 
ready for another round of 
talks on Monday with IMF 
officials on billions of dol- 
lars of frozen loans. 

Zadornov said in two 
newspaper interviews that 
Russia still hoped to 
receive a $700 million 
World Bank loan to help 
restructure the moribund 
coal sector. 

And he added that the 
government was optimistic 
that value of the rouble 
could be maintained 
because the budget next 
year would be predicated 
on a rate of 17-19 to the 
dollar and not 20-23 as 
previously planned. 

Zadornov also used the 
interviews to clarify that 
while overall wage and 
pension arrears in Russia 
might run into three-figure 
billions of roubles, the 
federal authorities owed 
only 12 billion roubles to 
their workers and this 
would be reduced to 2-3 
billion roubles by the end 
of the year. 

The sole surviving mem- 
ber of Russia’s previous 
monetarist government, 
Zadornov has already 
clashed with more centrist 
figures in Primakov’s line- 
up. On Wednesday he 
opposed a proposal by 
Gerashchenko to transfer 
the state repositary 
Gokhran to central bank 
control from the finance 
ministry’s aegis. 

The need to refloat the 
economy quickly and 
soundly has been under- 
scored by alarming short- 
ages of food and fuel as 
winter approaches. Mind- 
ful of this, Primakov said 


the government had ear- 
marked 600 milli on rou- 
bles for an emergency 
two-week food reserve to 
avert disaster this winter. 


He said the freezing of a 
promised loan instalment 
of $4.3 billion from the 
IMF was directly responsi- 
ble for the food shortfall. 


because the imports. -on 
which Russia relied to 
feed its people had fallen 
dramatically as a result of 
the financial crisis. 



'11V 


m r** t A ■ :T' sZJ 

NhU r w ■ i^rC 


w 




The Business of Information 




& Cross Rates 


Prices as at 14/10/9818:19 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

GAD 

ITL 

NLG 

. FRF 

US Dollar 


1.6418 

0.6864 

1.3328 

118.94 

1.5450 

1624.50 

1.8521 

5.5064 

DE Mark 

0.6091 

. 

0.3569 

0-8122 

7288 

0.9406 

989.62 

1.1282 

3.3532 

GB Sterling 

1.7054 

2.7994 

- 

2L2731 

202.96 

2.6345 

2769.61 

3.1576 

93867 

CH Franc 

0.7503 

123.05 

0.4394 

- 

89.07 

1.1586 

1217.49 

138.80 

4.1283 

JP Yen 

1 0.0084 

1.3794 

0.4924 

1.1199 

- 

1.2979 

13.65 

156.64 

4.6254 

CA Dollar 

0.6472 

1.2916 

04225 

1.0566 

1.30 

- 

1270.80 

1.4551 

43265 

IT Lira 

0.0006 

1.0097 

0.3605 

0.0820 

1367.61 

0.9501 


11.39 

33861 

NL Guilder 

08399 

88.60 

0.3164 

71.96 

64. IS 

0.8339 

876.84 

- 

2.9718 

FR Franc 

0.1816 . 

0.2982 

0.1064 

24J2000 

21.58 

0.2805 

33.64 

33.6400 

- 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


Currency . 

USD 

JOD 

SAR 

BAH 

QAT 

KUW 

AED 

LBP 

.EGP 

US Dollar 


0.7090 

3.7506 

03770 

3.6399 

0.3010 

3.6728 

1502.00 

34025 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4104 

. 

63900 

0.5317 

5.1339 

04245 

5.1803 

211848 

4.7880 

Saudi Riyal 

0.2666 

0.1890 

- 

0.1005 

037 

0.0803 

038 

40047 

03072 

Bahrain Dinar 

2L65 

13808 

9.9493 

- 

9.66 

0.7985 

9.74 

3984.40 

93259 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2747 

0.1948 

1.0304 

1.0304 

- 

0.0827 

1.01 

412.65 

0.9348 

Kuwait Dinar 

33223 

23555 

124605 

13524 

12.09 

- 

1230 

489033 

03348 

Emirates Dinar 

03723 

0.1930 

1.0212 

0.1026 

0.9910 

0.0820 

- 

40835 

03264 

Lebanese/1000 

0.67 

03720 

2.4971 

03510 

24234 

0.2004 

2.4463 

- 

23653 

Egyptian 

03939 

03084 

1.1023 

0.1108 

1.0698 

0.0885 

13794 

441.44 

* 


Energy 


Mid-East Currencies 


Oils 

-Last 

reviouj 


Currency 

USD 

DEM 

GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

Brent 

0.00 

0.00 


SA Riyal 

03666 

04379 

0.15634 

035571 

31.7309 

W. Texas 

1430 

1434 


AE Dirham 

03723 

0.44721 

0.15965 

036324 

324118 

Bonny 

0.00 

030 


KW Dinar 

33223 

5.45554 

1.94818 

4.43282 

395413 

Dubai 

1236 

12.62 


BH Dinar 

03770 

4.3573 

1.55545 

333857 

315.756 

UL Gas 

142.00 

145.00 


CY Pound 

23546 

3.3739 

13043 

2.7376 

244.362 


Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


Metal 

Bid 

Offer 


Period 

-1- 

-3- 

- 6- 

-Az 

Gold (oz*s). 

295.3 

295.8 


C*ncy 

Month 

Months 

Months 

Year 

Silver (oz’s) 

4.83 

436 


USD 

5.4081 

5.3491 

5.1581 

4.9175 

Platinum (oz's) 

339 

341 


GBP 

7.3763 

7-2500 

7.0622 

6.7848 

AL (3 Months) 

1353 

1357 


JPY 

0.3417 

04098 

0.4634 

0.5027 

CU (3 Months) 

1610 

1611 


DEM 

3.5000 

3.5833 

3.S658 

3.5000 

Zinc (3 Months) 

955 

956 


FRF 

3.5000 

1.3036 

1.3844 

14S24 

Lead (3 Months] 

505 

506 


CHF 

1.1891 

3.5566 

3.5449 

3.5352 

Nl (3 Months) 

3830 

3850 


ITL 

4.9840 

4.6920 

4.1 840 

- 


Main Equity Indices 


. Bourse 

Index 

Value • 

Chng. 

%Omg 

High 

■Low 

FrOe. 

NewYork 

DOW JONES 

7981.05 • 

22.91 

0.29 

7988.6 

7878.15 

7938.14 

Newyork 

S&P500 

1001.37 

6.57 

0.66 

100442 

987.8 

9948 

London 

FT-SE 100 

5010.1 

20 

04 

50128 

4935.7 

4990.1 

Tokyo 

NIKK1E 225 

13070.73 

-172.06 

-1.3 

13454 

13057.1 

132428 

Paris 

CAC40 

3361.04 

82.19 

2.51 

3361.05 

3243.74 

3278.85 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

4318.52 

44.04 

1.03 

4318.52 

418586 

427448 


Energy 


* JOD Cross Rates 


Commodity 

Last 

Delivery 

Coffee (c/lbs) 

105.08 

Spot 

Cocoa ($/ton) 

1929 

Spot 

Sugar (S/ton) 

2174 

Spot 

Wheat (S/ton) 

121.7 

Spot 

Soya (c/Ibs) 

2482 

Spot 

Tea (stg/kg) 

125 

Spot 

Barley (S/bsh) 

0 

Spot 

Rice ($/ton) 

405 

Spot 


■Currency 

Buy 

SeH_ 

US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

GB Sterffing 

18052 

18112 

DE Mark 

0.4329 

04351 

CH Franc 

0.534 

0.5367 

FR Franc 

0.1292 

0.1298 

JP Yen 

08909 

0.5939 

NL Guilder 

08839 

08858 

IT Lira 

04374 

04396 


THE Daily Crossword 


Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
i Pack cargo 
5 Miffed to the 
max 

10 Imprint dearly 

14 Easy gait 

15 'Star Trek' star 

16 Remarkable 
item 

17 Notion 

18 Setting 

19 Hitch 

20 Swiss soldier's 
tote 

23 Attar sentence 

24 Period 

25 Jump the line 
27 Tiny, shiny disk 
31 Sudden thrusts 

34 Motor vehicle 

35 Made longer 
ago 

38 Structure 
starter? 

39 Buttocks 
41 ■Cosmos" 

author Carl 

43 Ditty 

44 So to be heard 
46 "Waterloo 

Bridge* painter 

48 Oil-well device 

49 Actress Matfln 
51 Jailer 

53 Reshy fruits 

55 Hot quaff 

56 Actor Kilmer 
58 Rich baby's 

accessory 
64 On vacation 

66 Pear-shaped 
fruit 

67 Hobble 

68 Carryall 

69 Of the kidneys 

70 Early lab 
burner 

71 Killed 

72 Idyllic gardens 

73 Marine vessel 


TMSPuzzkwe8d.com 
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11 

12 

13 

16 
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By D.J. DeChrletopher 
Staten (stand, NY 


Peanuts 



DOWN 

1 Lapse in 
concentration 

2 Hubbub 

3 Org.ofoil 
producers 

4 Enervate 

5 Fixes in 
position 


6 Means of auto 
racing 

7 Closing word 

8 Quinine water 

9 Real looker 

10 Chicago transp. 

11 Perfect pitch 
Instrument 

12 Dressed (in) 

13 Author of “Les 
Miserables" 

21 Cogito _ sum 

22 Needle case 

26 Hostel ries 

27 Shool 

28 Prentiss or 
Abdul 

29 Bulletproof ■ 
protection 

30 Paraffin-coated 
cheese 

32 Sergeant Bilko 

33 Droopy 

36 Self-image 

37 Go on a tirade 

40 Influence 

42 Unengaged 
positions 

45 _ ex macWna 

47 Very in French 


El 

Q 

□ 

□ 

□ 

0 


□ 

□ 

D 

0 

m 

□ 

□ 


0 

0 

□ 

q 

□ 

□ 

□ 


D 

□ 

0 

□ 

E3 

0 


00 

□ 

0 

□ 

a 

□ 

□ 

0 

a 

0 

0 

□ 

B 

□ 

0 

□ 

a 

b 

□ 

a 

0 

□ 

0 


□ 


0 

a 

01 

□ 

D 

□ 


h 

0 

□i 

0 

e 

□ 

a 

o 


□ 

□1 

■ 

□ 

m 

□ 

□ i 

□ 

□ 

b 


□ 

q 

□ 

01 

CI 

s 

□ 

0 

n 

m 

□ 

D 

□ 

0 

□ 

q 


D 

□ 

0 

□ 

0 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

0 


AM ED 


V A P E 


ER If 


R IS 


OVER 


WARE 


N 


ME 


ATI0NAL 


tcjiwo TitamMadta Mm he. 
Mitgumaimdi 


0 

0 

0 

□ 

0 

0 

□ 

B 

0 

0 

□ 

B 

□ 

0 

D 

0 

0 

□ 

□ 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

□ 

0 


50 Polttical 
refugee 

52 Florida dty 

54 Twisted 
sideways 

56 Large 
containers 

57 Gone Gl 

59 Wind indicator 


60 Writer 
Hunter 

61 Swearword 

62 Present 
starter? 

63 Tidal 
situation 

65 Poisonous 
evergreen 


Andy Capp 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


Y0UE SCREENPLAY NEEDS 

YOU SOMETH*© OF 
SUBSTANCE TO HOLD 
AN AUDIENCE. 


I'LL ADD SOME KARATE 
AND SPACE ALIENS: 


Mutt’n’Jeff 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD SAME 
by Henri Arnold and Mika Aigtrtan 


EFING 


r y 

□ 

□ 


CNARF 


am 

■ 

■ 





XXX 


FRASIA 


u 

enz 



WHAT THE PINING'-- 
CRITIC CONSI PEPS? 
THE F OOP AT " , 
THE FESTIVAL : ‘ 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
torm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon/' 


Aasmr: mix] ehh rrxxj 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Jtenwes: ALBUM EXILE PEPSIN TARGET. 

An£Wen mechanic foe flats? — 

IN HIS SFARE'TIME 



Large 
demand i 


]• 

i;. 
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_A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Municipality of Greater Amman 
envisages JD3.9 million deficit in ‘99 


** THE BOARD of the Greater Amman 
Municipality has approved a JD67.6 mil- 
lion budget for 1999, envisaging a JD3.y 
million deficit as revenues were estimat- 
ed to total JD63.7 million. The munici- 
pality projected receiving JD22. [ million 
through government channels. JD30.1 
million through various fees that will be 
collected by the municipality itself and 
other miscellaneous income. 

Most of the revenues that win be col- 
lected by the government on behalf of 
the municipality will be in the form of 
real estate tax that landlords pay annual- 
ly on their properties. The amount from 
this real estate tax was estimated at 
JD16.5 million whereas the remaining 
JD5.6 million were projected to come 
from “fuel charges” which the govern- 
ment also collects. 

According to the budget, the munici- 


pality will collect, through its own 
departments, JD4 million from issuing 
and renewing business licences. jDl.5 
million from billboard and signs fees, 
JDl.l million from licensing industries 
and other emits and JD 1 .4 million from 
recovering costs of paving and asplmlt- 
ing roads. Other lees will be collected 
trom slaughterhouses, produce market 
and the Central Vegetable market. 
Income will be also flowing from fees on 
construction licences and fees for col- 
lecting garbage in addition lu other rev- 
enues from rent and land sales. 

Salaries, operational expenses will take 
JD30. 1 million of the total expenditure. 
JU37.5 million will be earmarked as cap- 
ital expenditures as they will cover the 
municipality’s develop ntcnl projects and 
repayment of loans.tAl Ra'i) 


Large housing projects seen shifting 
demand for real estate to northwest Amman 


3 I C 0S2C 


s \ c.:si5 


urrencies 


3 -l D£M ! qgpTgT?. 
; Ci2?5 

70 : 1 55545 -153857 Jgj 

**-■* '-■'-* : 2043 ■ jTttt 

•ency D= posit Rates 


** DEMAND FOR real estate is shifting 
towards the northwest of the capital, within 
the area of the Municipality of Greater 
Amman, real estate businessman Moham- 
mad Adwan told A1 Arab A1 Yuwm. He 
attributed the interest in that part of the city 
to large housing projects being set up or 
planned by most government civil .servant 
stch as doctors and engineers. He said 
investors were also moving on areas outside 
the ring road around Amman as prices there 
were low and expected to gradually rise. 

Adwan indicated that many investors were 
implicated by purchasing land in the south- 
ern and Dead Sea areas of the country espe- 
cially after signing the peace accord. He said 


such deals activated the market for a shim 
period only as they were not based on good 
knowledge and judgement. 

The businessman saw the decline in real 
estate activity as normal in light of the pre- 
sent political and economic conditions. 
“Many people are used to continued activity 
in real estate trading and that is why they are 
dismayed by the current situation.” he said. 
He criticised the absence of control on die 
profession of real estate brokerages and 
noted that may persons who have entered 
this sector without any sufficient experience 
or knowledge have negatively reflected on 
the credibility of the brokers and ethics of 
the business ( A1 Arab Al Yawm). 


Alstom wins 
$21 8m power 
station 
contract in 
Turkey 

ANKARA (AFP) — 
French energy and 
engineering group 
Alstom has won a 
$2 1 8-million contract 
to build a coal-run 
power station in Can. 
western Turkey. 

French trade secretary 
of state Jacques Don- 
doux announced here 
Wednesday. 

Construction of the 
plant, which will be 
equipped with technol- 
ogy to reduce sulfur 
emissions, will begin 
this year and will be 
complete by 20U2, he 
said, stressing the 
“exemplary’' relations 
between Turkey and 
France after a meeting 
with Turkish Energy 
Minister Mustafa 
Ersumer. 

France was the sec- 
ond-biggest foreign 
investor in Turkey in 
1996, after the Nether- 
lands. Franco-Turkey 
trade amounted to 4.4 
billion dollars in I*W7. 
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ARIES: (March 21 to April r~ : - 

19) The moon’s in Virgo. TI/'YO/'Y 

helping you focus on the little . MWJ I 

stuff by making it even more L : ; 

important than usual. Aries r : 

may be the sign of the war- . FORECAST FOR THXJR5 

rior, but remember that part in ^ _ ~ ~ 

basic training where they By Linda C. Black, Trib 

make you fold your under- L 

wear into a precise four-inch square? That’s the kind of stuff 
you’ll do today. Might as well do it on purpose. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You and your sweetheart 
have Jots to talk about, -and many, plans for the future lo be_ 
made. Some of those ideas look impossible right now. but . 
don’t let that stop you. When you two get motivated and work 
together, anything is possible, it might take a lictfe longer, but 
that's OK. You’ve got the whole rest of your lives. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) It’s possible that your house 
could stand a little tidying up. You want to go play with your 
friends, and you’ll find time to do a little of that, but don't 
waste the whale day on social activities, h's kind of important 
that you take care of your domestic chores, too. You’ll see 
why this weekend 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) A little more education is 
required before you reach what you’re after. The process is 
like a ladder, with each rung another skill you've acquired or 
bit of information you’ve collected Today, you get to go on a 
scavenger hunt for more of the above. Be aggressive about it. 
Don’t wait for it to come lo you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Money is coming in today, pos- 
sibly os a reward for your previous brilliance. Some of it has 
been generated by work you’ve done, and some could be a 
gift. You don’t have to just sit there and wail for it to happen. 
You could remind people of money they owe you. too. That s 
notebeating. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You’re so strong and 
decisive today you might surprise people who thought you 
were a pushover. You try to take care of others, even if it 
means going without something you wanted. That's being a 
nice guy, but some see it as weakness. Well, they be critical 
today, because today you’re going after what you want. 
UBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You promised you’d 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1998 

By Linda G Black, Tribune Media Services , Inc. 


—7 " — do lunch, remember? The 

l • person you said that to is still 

■*-* ■ wailing. He or she has left the 

1 I : brown bag with the sandwich 

“ in it at home for several 
)AY, OCTOBER 15, 1998 weeks now. waiting for your 
, y call, and is now wondering if 

ne Media Services, Inc. you really care. Since you do. 

call. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) You may be reel- 
ing under pressure, but friends can help. Don’t try to do every- 
thing by yourself. Sometimes you think you should, because 
you can do it best. In this case, it’s ridiculous, however. You’d 
just- get all stressed out. and the job might not get done any- 
way. Best 10 get a team on board. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 2 1 ) You may 
feel compelled to tell your boss exuedy what you think. Well, 
maybe you should. If you have a good idea about how to 
make the business prosper, definitely get it out. If you present 
solutions instead of complaining about problems, your behav- 
iour could cam you a promotion, instead of getting you fired. 
GoforiL 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) If you're look- 
ing for love, try looking at your local college campus. It’s also 
an excellent day to sign up for a class. Love and higlxer edu- 
cation arc linked, and it looks like it could be fun. Structure is 
required, of course, but that’s not a problem. Structure is your 
middle name. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You should be 
planning lor your future'. No one else is going 10 do it for you, 
no maner what they say. If you trust them with your life, what 
happens if they can’t follow through? They might have the 
best intentions, but you’re left stranded. It doesn't hurt to have 
your own stash of cash. Continue working on that. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You generally like to 
handle tough jobs by yourself, but today, let somebody else do 
the pan you find most tedious. If you pick the right person, 
they’ll see it as a blessing. Just because a job a hard for you 
doesn't mean it’s hard for everyone. For some people, it’s like 
a vacation. Thai's the one you want to find, obviously. 

Birthstone of September: Opal — Tourmaline 


AMMAN rXKAMCXU. MMUCX¥ 

HOC3XNG BASK CENTER AMMAN - 5HHS1SAHX 
TELEPHONES S6C7171 / 5607179 

ORGANIZES MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR WZDEKSBAY 14/10/1998 


g»a T MONT HS OQKpUft'S NAME 


ho. or 

SHARKS 


S 155.500 170.000 


WtM BANK 

JO*. WiTIOMAL BK. 

RANK 3> JOROAN 
HiB.bST XNV.BX. 

THE HOUSING U. 

JO*. CELT EAAX 
ARAB JO*. JNV.IK. 

JOB. ISLAMIC BARK 
moa OK.SAV.IMV. 
UIT.UrKU. (BAZINA) 
PHXLADK..XMV.BK. 


VALUE OPEN CLOSE CHANCE 

TRADED PRICE PRICE 

JD 


97450 206.50 207.50 1.00* 


BANK fl ECTOR TOTALS 


IKDEXi 272.92 >CK 


*S 1.700 X .630 NATL.AJtLL* ZtUUR. 


16000 1.65 1.60 .05- 


JO*. ELECTRIC PVR. 
VHCL3. OWNERS FED. 
SHIPPING LINES 
NATL. PORTFOLIO 
JORDAN IfflL.TRU. 
MID. EAST HOTELS 
ARAB ZNTL.ZNV.EDUC. 
ONIFIED CO. 

UNION LAND DEV. 


ZKDEZl 104.32 *CBCl -0.49 


4.1X0 

6.50C 

11.250 

1.570 

1.610 

7. 350 
5.740 
5.000 
X. 440 
2.250 
B. 540 

6.350 
2.980 

.530 

.790 

.570 

.650 

1.760 

5.500 

.690 

.650 

1.260 

.910 

1.660 

x.oeo 

1.560 
1.J10 
. 69C 
.730 
.670 


1. 330 

3.700 
10.050 

1.000 

1.060 

5.500 
2.400 
1.050 
1.020 
1.370 

6.500 

4.700 

1.700 
.370 
.37C 
.260 
.340 
.760 

4.470 
.370 
. 390 
.530 
.480 
1.200 
. 6C0 
1.150 
.910 
.660 
.580 
.520 


Jm.pmimn kinks 

13. 7 

0.00 

ARAB POTASH 00. 

17.4 

5.67 

JOB. PETROL. RXFIKXRY 

10.1 

8.59 

WOOLEN XH30STBIX3 

i:.i 

7.14 

XKDCSTRIAL OOMH.ACR. 

67.4 

0.00 

JOB. WORSTED HILLS 

7.4 

3.64 

ARAB PHARH. KANT. 

6.6 

3.13 

— OB.CNRMfXC !KD. 

4.5 

9.71 

J OR.PXPU jflurrer. 

8.6 

9.62 

central mining 

P 

4.90 

ARAB CHKK. DTHKGN. 

7.4 

7.52 

OAR ALDAMA DV.1NV. 

6.2 

6.B4 

ARAB ALCM.IKD. 

13.1 

14.12 

LIVESTOCK A POULTRY 

12. S 

0.00 

NATIONAL STEEL INS. 

9 

0.00 

INTERNED •PETRO.CHEK. 

9 

0.00 

SOU. ROCKWOOL XNDS. 

« 

0.00 

CMXV.CHEH.XNSS. 

10.6 

7.69 

J OR. WOOD XNDS. JW ICO 

23.1 

2.35 

DOR. SCLFHO-CKEH 

7.0 

0.00 

XAUTHER INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

OMIV. HDDS. XNDS. 

9.9 

9.66 

JOS . XNDS . RESODRCES 

9 

0.00 

NATL. CHLORINE 

8.6 

8.13 

JON. NEW CABLE CO. 

6.9 

IS. 67 

EL -LAY READY WEAR 

41.3 

0.00 

INTL. TOBACCO 

7.2 

5.66 

JORDAN STEEL 

9.7 

a. 05 

RAT. ALUMINIUM. 

32.3 

0.00 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

9.4 

0.00 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


GRAND TOTAL 



ARIFS: I March 21 to April j ' :"‘ r ~~ ~~ 

19) You might as well polish \ jL| /j ij 

up your act, because you are ; 

drawing a lot of attention, i 

Stand up straight. Look sharp. ■Vnilpr'ACT KCkV ETJll 
Well, you always look sharp, j * WKECA5T BUR rRlJ 

but today you need to have j ' ~ 

that extra touch that shows you j By Linda C. Black, Tri 
really care about your appear- 
ance. Be ready for a white glove inspection and you’ll impress 
a person you admire a lot. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) The sun is in Libra and the 
moon is in Virgo. Romance blossoms again, and that’s really 
ncaL Actually, it looks like there’s a bit of a problem with your 
loved one, however. He a- she is having a hard time achieving 
a goal. For you, it looks kind of easy. Don't make tun. Offer 
helpful advice instead. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Again, there’s conflict betw een 
responsibility at home and playing out in the world. Looks like 
you'll get to do a little of both. Your job could be fun right now. 
and this fine. You're going job: you’re even in line for a pro- 
motion. But don’t spend all your attention there. Focus on your 
home and family, too. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) There's a synergistic force in 
effect today. You’re gathering in valuables, changing them in 
some way and sending them out again. That creates more ener- 
gy than it uses. You're using up fuel but you're achieving 
something you wouldn't have had otherwise. You're making 
progress, so keep at iL 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Take pan of the income you're 
generating and put it into a wise investment. Have you saved up 
enough to make sure your old age is secure and comfortable? If 
you’re a kid. it's even more important to start saving now. Even 
a little bit will grow into a lot by the time you get to where you 
need it. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) The opposition is mak- 
ing you stronger, and you're getting more attention than usual. 
You’re stepping out of your old routine, and it’s taking people 
by surprise. They’re used to your being invisible, lurking in the 
shadows and doing what's required Well, today you’re step- 
ping out. You know what? It looks good on you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22j You’re motivated to 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1998 
By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services , Inc. 


serve a good cause, though 
MIL' most of your work is behind 

the scenes. There’s too much 
: to do. but that’s OK. The pres- 

,Y. OCTOBER 16, 199s| 5 

I your work becomes child's 

ne Media Services , Inc. play. Divert funds to others 

and you'll benefit, too. Keep 
even the hidden places tidy and a change appears beneficial. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You've been in a 
major push toward success all week, and it hasn’t been easy. 
Well it’s probably getting easier by now. if you’ve been getting 
others on your team. The more the merrier. It might even look 
like someone else is team captain. That’s OK. as long as your 
advice is the advice that’s being followed 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21 ) Take action 
to cinch a career opportunity'. If there don’t seem to be any 
where you're looking, maybe you’re looking in the wrong 
places. Or, maybe you didn’t think you qualify- yet for the job 
you warn. Well, guess again. If you can get your foot in the 
door, you can rise to the challenge. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Although you’re 
lucky, you still have to play by the rules. The good news is that 
you put some of these rules in place yourself. You've got goals 
lo achieve, and it took perseverance as well as practice to get 
there. You know whau though? You're one of the few people 
who actually could make it to Carnegie Hall. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Don't spend your 
money on trivia. Invest in something that will help you achieve 
your goals. This may be as simple as paying off bills. The inter- 
est on credit cards amounts lo a lot over time, so there's no use 
saving at 3 percent if you're paying out 18 or 20 per cent. Use 
that savings to pay those bills. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Prepare for opposition 
today by getting all your facts straight. The other person isn’t 
going to care about emotional matters, like bow much your 
feelings were hurt. He or she is going to be dealing with the 
facts. To keep up with this kind of approach, you're going to 
have to do some homework. 

Birthstone of September Opal — Tourmaline 


Jordan Marketplace *** JORDAN MARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJANI JEWELLERS " A CARNIVAL OF STYLE 


At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079^30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


24-HOUR taxi service 


ARRIVE SAFE AMD S6CURE 
; ANYIT^ANYVVHEREINOUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

■ 

bkjngual speaking drivers 

AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBLE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour sendee 
Develop your cotoor film 
at our shop and get 
* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

*_ Free enlargement 
20x30cm. 


Shmelsanl - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Swetfieh Tel: 822B91 




a distinctive symbol 

OFTASt.mUIGENCE 

AND A REF/dEO UFELTYLB 



★One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
tong Stay * Reasonable Races 


5th Circle 

Tel: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal® go .com. jo 


i 'xaCTBani 

jmdS T- ^Qjlamida 

FRIENDS OF BANI 
HAMIDA WOMENS 
WEAVING PROJECTS 

Bani Ham Ida Weavings 
can he round at 
The Jordan River Showroom 
. Rugs * Cushions 
. Wallhengings . Runners 

Open dally from 8:00 till 7:00 
(Fridays & official holidays 
from 10:00 tiU 7:00) 

Jabal Amman, 

1st Circle, off Rainbow St. 
Tel.: 4613081 Fax: 4613083 


I msec it 
I civ elm 


( niffiu doxigns... 
for l nic/Lio people 

‘dm Jlhaina Tel.: 5511120 
Qa'.vntcv.r, Tel.. 465531/’ 
www. .mseeh.com 


Jh mitx^r 



Rea I 
SWEIFIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

T*. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile : 079/37588 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.-: 5510001 


Shehrazad Restaurant 

Great View - Overlooking Amman 
Enjoy outstanding Mezza and live music. 




laza Uide 


TEL 5930054 
4TH CIRCLE 

OPPOSITE BELGIAN EMBASSY 

discount on original CDs 
Now available on original tape 
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cancels first 2 weeks of season 


NEW YORK (API — The 
NBA's perfect record — 
35.001 games over 51 sea- 
sons. never once interrupted 
by a strike or lockout — is 
history. 

The league wiped out the 
first two weeks of the 1998- 
1999 season Tuesday, can- 
celing regular-season games 
because of a work stoppage 
for the first time ever. 

The action was taken 
when collective bargaining 
talks between owners and 
players broke off after about 
5 1/2 hours of talks. 

“My job is to put on 
games for the fans, not to 
cancel them. It's terribly 
disappointing," commis- 
sioner David Stem said. 

A total of 99 games from 
Nov. 3 through Nov. 16 will 
not be played or made up. 
and the majority of players 
will miss their first pay- 
checks Nov. 15. 

The union put forth an 
1 1 th-hour proposal — a lux- 
ury tax on players re-sign- 
ing under the so-called 
Larry Bird exception — to 
address the owners* con- 
cerns over escalating 
salaries. But it wasn’l 
enouah to save the full 82- 


midtown 


game season. 

“It’s evident we're not 
going to reach an agreement 
any rime soon, so we are 
reluctantly canceling the 
first two weeks,*’ a dour- 
faced deputy commissioner 
Russ Granik said from a 


podium at a 
Manhattan hotel. 

Sitting beside him was 
Stern, who looked equally 
glum. 

The NBA had been the 
only major American pro- 
fessional sports league that 
never lost a game to a 
labour dispute. 

Baseball's disastrous 
strike of 1994-95 wiped out 
the World Series, the NHL 
suffered through a 2 1/2- 
month lockout that ended in 
January 1995, and an NFL 
strike in 1987 lasted about a 
month. 

Two previous NBA lock- 
outs in 1995 and 1996 
ended before any games 
were missed. 

The next move in this dis- 
pute will come from the 
owners, who will deliver a 
counterproposal later this 
week. Tuesday was the 
105th day of the lockout 

“It doesn't look promis- 
ing/' Stern said. “The reali- 
ty is that the owners had no 
choice. The union indicated 
some flexibility, but the 
reality is that their proposal 
doesn't completely address 
what we’ve focused on.” 

The sides met for two ses- 
sions, one in the morning 
when the union made its 
proposal and one in the 
afternoon after the owners 
discussed it. 

“We players feel we're 
taking steps to bridge the 
gap,” union president 


Patrick Ewing said. "Now 
the ball is in their court to 
take steps to get closer to 
us.” 

The union's luxury tax 
proposal would require 
owners to pay a tax on cer- 
tain exorbitant contracts 
such as the S126 million, 
six-year extension signed 
by Kevin Garnett of the 
Minnesota Timberwolves 
last year when he was just 
20 . 

A source close to the talks, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said the tax 
would kick in on any con- 
tract worth more than SI 8 
million, with a rate of 50 per 
cent for the amount over 
that threshold. If Michael 
Jordan signed another S 33 
million contract, the tax on 
Chicago owner Jerry 
Reinsdorf would be $7.5 
million (50 per cent of the 
$15 milli on overage). 

Money collected from the 
luxury tax would be redis- 
tributed to low-revenue 
teams, much like the system 
baseball owners have adopt- 
ed. 

‘T think we definitely sur- 
prised them,” union director 
Billy Hunter said. “Our 
intention was to put some- 
thing bold on the table. 

“The message here is that 
we're trying. What kind of 
response they make will 
determine what kind of 
progress we can make and 
whether we can salvage the 


rest of the November sched- 
ule — or the rest of the sea- 
son.” Hunter said. 

Stem said the idea of a tax 
was something the owners 
would look at, but by itself 
it was not enough to stop the 
league from canceling 
games. 

“We had a somewhat 
more constructive dialogue, 
but it’s hard to say if we got 
closer to an agreement.” 
Granik said. “We promised 
to come back with our own 
set of proposals.” 

The owners imposed the 
lockout July 1 . and the sum- 
mer and early fall passed 
with the sides meeting only 
twice for formal bargaining 
sessions. The talks Tuesday 
were the third between the 
sides. 

In addition to Ewing. 
Dikembe Mutombo. Ray 
Allen, Antonio Davis and 
John Starks were among the 
players attending the meet- 
ing. Owners were represent- 
ed by Gordon Gund 
(Cleveland), Les Alexander 
(Houston), Abe Pollin 
(Washington) David 

Checketts (New York) and 
Jerry Colangelo (Phoenix). 
Both sides are still awaiting 
a decision from arbitrator 
John Feerick, dean of 
Fordham Law School, who 
will rule by Sunday whether 
more than 200 players with 
guaranteed contracts must 
be paid during the lockout. 

In the last labour agree- 


ment in 1995. the owners 
agreed to pay the players 
between 48 per cent and 
51.S per cent of revenues. If 
the percentage went higher 
— and owners claim it 
reached 57 per cent last sea- 
son — the owners had the 
right to toss out the old deal 
and seek a new one. which 
they did. 

They have demanded 
“cost certainty” from the 
players, meaning they want 
to put an absolute ceiling on 
the amount of money that 
can be devoted to payrolls. 
The union calls such a sys- 
tem a “hard” salary cap and 
has refused to accept one. 

The union had previously 
proposed a concession 
slowing the growth of the 
salary cap from year to year 
if the amount of money 
devoted to player salaries 
exceeded 63 per cent of rev- 
enues. 

When they made another 
offer in August, they 
replaced that “cap credit” 
with a change in the maxi- 
mum raise rule, offering to 
decrease the year-to-year 
increases in player contracts 
from a maximum of 20 per 
cent to 10 per cent. 

Their new offer contains 
both concessions, as well as 
an agreement to add man-, 
juana to the banned sub- 
stances list and give teams 
the right of first refusal for 
players f inishin g their three- 
year rookie contracts. 


Moya slumps out in Vienna 



VIENNA (R) — French 
Open champion and World 
No. 4 Carlos Moya 
slumped out of the first 
round of the CA-Trophy in 
Vienna’s Stadthalle on 
Wednesday, losing to 
unfancied Czech Bohdan 
Ulihrach 7-6 6-4. 

The 20-year-old 

Spaniard's game fell apart 
in his first indoor match of 
the year . squandering a 4- 
1 first set lead. 

Moya became the second 
seed to fall, following sev- 
enth-seed Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov's loss to 
Britian’s Greg Rusedski on 
Tuesday. 

Fellow Briton Tim 
Henman made no mistake 
on Wednesday, though. The 
eighth seed cruised to a 
straightforward 6-3 6-4 

win over Swede Magnus 
Gustafsson. 

Henman, who outclassed 
Andre Agassi in Basle last 
week for his fourth title, 
has won 18 of his last 21 
matches and returned to the 
top ten for the second time 
this week. 
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*Tm back in the top ten 
and I want to stay there," 
he said. “I think I can get a 
lot higher, especially if I 
continue serving well. I 
have also improved my 
movemenL 

“I'm pleased with the 
way Fm playing, but there 
is still a lot of room for 
improvement/' 


Carlos Moya 

The 24-year-old, who has 
•just recovered from a cold, 
served no double faults in 
the 75 minute match. 

He needed just a single 
break at 5-3 on the indoor 
carpet to take Ehe first set. 


Henman made a quick 
start to the second, going 3- 
1 ahead, before claycourt 
specialist .Gustafsson 
struck back and broke the 


British No. I to love. 

But Henman broke back 
immediately and sealed the 
win on his second match- 
point — a thundering ace 
down the centre line. 

Top seed Pete- Sampras 
faces fellow American Jeff. 
Tarango later on 
Wednesday while U.S. 
Open champion Pat Rafter, 
of Australia, tackles 
Zimbabwean Byron Black. 
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Australia 


told to 
tighten 
drug 

loopholes 


One of the posters for the Sydney Olympics (file photo) 


Official dismisses 
Olympic economic scare 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Australia's tourism chief on 
Wednesday dismissed fears a world economic recession 
would sabotage hopes of the 2000 Sydney Olympics 
generating A$6 billion ($3.6 billion) in revenue. 

“I don't believe an economic recession will have any 
impact on the numbers of people coming to Australia," 
Australian Tourist Commission Managing Director John 
Morse said. 

But he forecast a five per cent drop in visitors to 
Australia for 1998. 

“Mostly because of the economic crisis in South 
Korea and Indonesia." he said. 

He had feared a 12 per cent drop earlier in the year. 
“We have actually done much better than other coun- 
tries around the world," he added. 

International Olympic Committee Marketing Director 
Michael Payne said they were getting reports from 
around the world of massive interest in the Games. 

He said travel agents in Europe. South Africa and 
America were reporting 10 times more interest in the 
Sydney Games than previous Olympics. 

And he defused fears a recession would hit marketing 
revenue. 

“Olympic marketing is a long-term project with com- 
panies already signed up. so it’s not affected/' he said. 

He agreed Sydney did not have enough accommoda- 
tion to meet the demand. 

“If you doubled the accommodation you would get 
double the number of visitors, but it’s important you 
don’t stan building hotels just for the Games. You have 
to be able to support it.” he said. 

Morse said the Games would create an estimated 
J 00.000 new jobs in the tourism industry. 

“It's forecast that the publicity surrounding the 
Olympic Games will bring an extra 1.6 millioa interna- 
tional visitors to Australia between now and 2004, gen- 
eratin': $6.1 billion in revenue,” he said. 


SYDNEY (AFP) — 
Australian Olympic 

Committee President John 
Coates has called on the gov- 
ernment to tighten legal loop- 
holes to help catch cheats 
bringing performance- 
enhancing drugs into the 
country before die 2000 
Sydney Games. 

Coates was reacting to 
news that two athletes who 
brought drugs into Australia 
were not prosecuted as the 
drugs were not prohibited 
under Australian law. 

'Trafficking in this country 
is out of hand and we need 
governments to have stronger 
laws and, in this case, cus- 
toms as well to have a 


stronger commitment to put 
the resources there to serious- 
ly attack this problem," 
Coates said Wednesday. 

“There’s codling that cus- 
toms could do because they 
have not got round to listing 
these particular drugs." 

The Melbourne Age report- 
ed last month that customs 
had scaled back its investiga- 
tions into the steroid trade. 

An international triathlete 
competing in the world 
championship in Perth in 
February was caught with the 
hormone erythropoietin 
(EPO) which produces extra 
red blood cells. Another ath- 
lete brought in the testos- 
terone derivative dehy- 
droepiaodrosterone (DHEA). 

Customs Minister Warren 
Truss refused Wednesday to 
name the pain 

This contrasts with last 
January's episode when 
China’s Yuan Yuan was found 
with a cache of human 
growth hormone when she 
arrived at Sydney airport for 
the world swimming champi- 
onships. 

Yuan and her coach were 
deported and received tough 
international sanctions. 



U-S. tennis player Corina Morariu is serving a ball during the game a gainst French 
Sandrine Tested at the European Championships in KJoten, Switzerland (AP Photo) 


Van Roost advances as 
Kournikova serves 17 double faults 


ZURICH (AFP) — Dominique Van Roost of Belgium took just 56 minutes to 
blast Russian teenage star Anna Kournikova out of the $926,500 WTA Tour 
event here on Tuesday, but Kournikova aided her own demise by serving an 
amazing 17 double faults. 

Van Roost, the eighth seed, downed 1 7-year-old Kournikova 6-3, 6-1 in their 
first-round contest and was joined in the second round by sixth-seeded South 
African Amanda Coetzer, who beat Natasha Zvereva of Belarus 7-5, 6-4. 

Patty Schynder delighted the Swiss fans with a 6-2, 6-3 triumph over Italy’s 
Silvia Farina but French player Sandrine Testud was quickly brought back down 
to earth after winning last week’s tournament in Filderstadt. Germany. 

American Corina Morariu, a qualifier, beat Testud 6-3, 2-6. 6-4 and now faces 
second-seeded American Venus Williams. 

Top-seeded duo Lindsay Davenport and Williams both received first-round 
byes. 


Germany needs new 
government to back 
2006 World Cup bid 




r: 


COLOGNE (AFP) — Germany's football authorities 
are eager for the Social Democrats of chancellor- 
elect Gerhard Scbroeder to conclude their coalition 
talks- 'with rite- "Green* Party so that the-German 
Football Feieration(dFS) bias 'a government to'&jP 
suit about its bid to stage the 2006 World Cup.' ^ 1 ^ 
“We must have state guarantees, which no football, 
association can manage on its own, by the end of the 
year,” DFB spokesman Wolfgang Niersbach said/ - 

“FIFA wants to know how we. as a federation and a 
state, plan to manage the World Cup,” he added. 

The outgoing government of Helmut Kohl, has 
always given the German bid its full support, along 
with seven large companies who are covering the 15 
to 20 million marks campaign costs. 

Schroeder indicated he would back the bid during 
talks with DFB President Egidius Braun back in 
April but now more concrete assistance is required 
on stadia, security, budgeting, and tax relief to fulfil 
FIFA guidelines. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH K1RSCH 
019SO Ti*M» U«*a Santos^ K. 


WHICH FINESSE? 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 


WEST 
*KQ 
<?J10 
OK765 
* K9 8 7 6 


NORTH 
* 1064 2 
5432 
OAQJ 
+ 432 


SOUTH 
* A <198753 
CAKQ 
03 
+ AQ 


EAST 

♦ Void 
7967GS 
0 J 1098 4 

* JI05 


The bid di ng: 

SOOTH WEST NORTH EAST 

4NT Pass 50 o. — . 

SW Pbm A4. 

6* Pass 


Pan 


Pmm 

Paw 


Opening lead: Jock of? 


When faced with a choice of 
unease*, there are two wars Lo pro- 
Deed. Oiie io to hope that the fetes 
will bo kind and bless whichever 
Enesse you plan to take. The other 
u to try to find a line that avoids a 
guega. 

The South hand is a whisker 
short or a demand bid although 
many players would select that ini- 
tin! acWQfl. South chose the conger v- 
alive one-apado opening, hut came 


alive once North raised. Asking for 
kings was naive at best. Had part- 
ner shown a king, was South going 
to gamble a grand slam? And North 
could not possibly have an ace and 
two kings for a single-raise. 

West led a heart, taken in hand. 
Declarer cashed the ace of spades to 
dia iver there was a tnzmp loser 
when East discarded a heart. The 
slam now seemed to depend on. 
which minor- Fait finesse -wotdti sue-' 
ceed. 

Cashing the remaining hearts, 
then throwing West on lead With 
'the master trump won't help ime 
iota. The problem ib that West can 
exit with a diamond, leaving South 
in the same predicament or which 
finesse to lake. . . 

There is, however, one approach 
which enables declarer in effect to 
by both finesses! After discovering 
there is a trump loser, declarer 
'should cash the ace of diamonds, 
clear the high hearts and then 
throw West in with the king of 


Since a dub shift would be into 
dedarex's sugar tenace, Wet mart 
return a low dinmorwi The queen is 
played from dummy. If It wins, all 
is well and the quocn of dubs is dia* 
carded from hand. If the indy is cot- 
ered by the king, declarer ruffe, 
crosses to the table with a trump 
and tries the dub finesse. Isn't that 
twice as good aa having lb guess? ' 
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CINEMA TEL.4WW4 

PHILADELPHIA!' 


V. 


“'N S' CINEMA TEL46M144 

V PHILADELPHIA T A 

A 


Kevin Sorbo .. in 


KL ILL 

THE CONQUEROR 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 


Bruce Willis .. in 

LAST MAN STANDING 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10:30 






CINEMA TEL.-5b9923S \ 

PLAZA X 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 


SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30 


A, 


Adel Imam .. in 

ALZA'EEM 

Show: 10:30 


CINEMA TEL:5677420 _ S. /' 


CINEMA 


TEL 5934793 


CINEMA 


CONCORD 


■CONCORD-i: 

NASSER 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15,8:30,10:30 

CQM.CQRPJZ 

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 
Shows: 3-30, 5:30 only 

L w 


GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

www. cns. com.jo/Galleria 


Comedian 

Mohammad Huneldi .. in 


SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 


Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


TEL 5934793 

GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

WHiwcns.com. jo/Galleria 


Harrison Ford ... in 


SIX DAYS 
SEVEN N1GKTS 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Istefanki to coach Bjorkman 

! STOCKHOLM (R) - Sweden's Jonas BjorJonan has 
on American coach Larry Stefanki. fonner trainer 
of Marcelo Rios, the Svenska Dagbladci daily said on 
Wednesday. Bjorkman, 26, and Stefanki have si gned ^ 
initial four-week contract starting on Monday If ihincs 
w0£ ioat well they will sign a one-year contract, the pan^r 
said- The Swede has been without a trainer since he part- 
ed company with Swedish trainer Fredrik Rosengren ear- 
licr-dns season. After a sensational 1997, Bjorkman has 
jod'a" moderate season in 1998 and has slipped to r in 
fe notings from four ai end- 1997. Rios fired Stefanki 
die man behind his rise to number one, about six weeks 
before the U.S. Open in September. 

p£tHHn set for Hamburg move 

HAi®URG (AFP) — Swedish international striker 
Martin -Dahlia looks set to end his miserable spell at 
English Premiership side Blackburn Rovers by joining 
Bundesliga outfit Hamburg it was revealed on 
Wednesday. The 30-year-old, who starred for Sweden in 
the 1994 World Cup finals where he scored four goals 
has been at Blackburn since the 1997-98 season but a 
mixture of injuries and poor form has limited him to fleet- 
ing appearances. “We hope to reach an agreement soon,” 
Hamburg president Werner Hackmann said. Hamburg, 
who currently lie fifth in the table seven points off leaders 
Bayern Munich, want to take the striker on loan for the 
test of the season with a view to making it a permanent 
ra0 ve. Dahfin, who played for Borussia 
Monchengladbach scoring 60 goals in 125 matches 
between 1991-96, would cost 400,000 marks (S243.000) 
on loan and 2miIlion deutsche marks if the 1983 
Europeam Cup winners bought him outright. “Dahlin 
really wants to play for us because he feels it would 
increase his chances of getting back into the national 
side,** Hamburg coach Frank Pagelsdorf said. 

Butt to miss second Euro clash 
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MANCHESTER (AFP) — Manchester United midfielder 
. I Nicky Butt will miss next week’s Champions' League 
1 1 clash with Danish outfit Brondby after he was hit by a 
two-match ban by UEFA. Butt missed United’s last match 
a gains t Bayem Munich following his red card for hand- 
ball against Barcelona last month and now UEFA has 
ruled that he is suspended for another game. A UEFA 
spokesman said: “When a pJayer is sent off they automat- 
ically miss the following game. “It is then up to the UEFA 
disciplinary committee to decide on the length of the ban, 
whether it will be one match in total or two or three. 
United are already without David Beckham, who is also 
banned after picking up his second yellow card, for the 
Brondby , game, while Danish goalkeeper Peter 
Scfuneichel is struggling to recover from a stomach mus- 
cle injury. 

Ferguson escapes UEFA rap 

MANCHESTER (AFP) — Manchester United Manager 
Alex Ferguson has escaped punishment over his outburst 
against referee Stefano Braschi following last month’s 
Champions 1 League draw against Barcelona. The 
Manchester United manager could have been fined or hit 
with a touchline ban after his verbal attack on the Italian 
official who awarded Barcelona two penalties and sent off 
midfielder Nicky Butt in the 3-3 draw at Old Trafford. A 
UEFA spokeswoman said Wednesday: “The committee 
has ruled that no sanctions will be taken against him." 

UEFA fine FA after fan trouble 

NYON (AFP) — The England Football Association have 
been fined £27,000 by UEFA for alleged racist chanting 
by England fans at a black Swedish player during the 
recent Euro 2000 qualifier as well as damage caused to 
the stadium after the game. UEFA acted after a complaint 
by the referee that racist chants had been directed at Celtic 
striker Henrik Larsson during the game. But the majority 
of the fine was for damage wreaked by hooligans on the 
Rasunda Stadium in the aftermath of England’s 2-1 
defeat. 

Frenchman to swim for Vietnam 

HANOI (AFP) — A French swimmer with a Vietnamese 
father is bidding for dual nationality so he can represent 
Vietnam in the Sydney Olympics in 2000. Eric Huynh, a 
30-year-old 50-metre freestyle specialist says he is not 
good enough for the French team but Vietnam was inter- 
ested. Huynh said he had received positive overtures from 
the Committee for Overseas Vietnamese and the 
Vietnamese Olympic Committee. The civil servant said it 
was his dr eam to compete at the Sydney Olympics 
“hefore han gin g up his goggles.” But while France 
recognises dual nationality, candidaies for Vietnamese 
nationality must denounce their previous citizenship. 
Vie tnam which is attempting to appear more welcoming 
to the more than three million overseas Vietnamese 
recently passed a nationality law leaving the door open 
for exceptions. “If I succeed, it will open a S a P- 
explained the swimmer who hopes to maintain his Frenc 
nationality but has spent more than two years pursuing his 
quest On Saturday he will participate in a national swim 
meet against top Vietnamese swimmers. His best time tor 
50m is 25.86sec, just one hundredth of a second off the 
Vietnamese record 

NFL Chargers fire Gilbride 

SAN DIEGO (AFP) — Kevin Gilbride was fired as coach 
of the National Football League's San Diego Cheers 
I here on Tuesday, two days after the club fell to - _ 
season. The Chargers, 7-6 losers to Oakland on Sunday, 
have lost four games in a row. June Jones, rheteams 
quarterback coach, will take over Gilbnde s dunes, h 
has been crucial in the development of rookie passer Ryan 
Leaf, who has struggled in his early NFL showings. Le , 
toe second overall pick in the 1998 draft. 

Sunday, completing only 7 of 1 8 passes for 78 y 

being sacked three times and intercepted three umes^^ 


Premier League 

Faisali meet Hussein Friday 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Most teams 
will be aiming for outright 
wins knowing that results in 
upcoming matches will 
al'fcct their final overall 
standings as they start the 
second week of the final 
round of the Premier 
League Championship. 

A I Faisali still lead the 
standings after an important 
3-0 win over northern rivals 
A1 Ramtha who dropped 
down to fourth. 

A1 Faisali next host the 
other main Irbid team. A! 
Hussein Friday. 

The latter scored a 3-0 
win of their own over Ai 
Jazireh who have only 
scored two victories this 
season. 

Al Jazireh next play A! 
Ahli whose fans are cheer- 


ing after (heir first victory 
of the season, 3-2 over 
Shield champs Kufrsounl. 

The win enabled A! AI 1 I 1 
u> muse from bottom-place 
10 9th. 

A I Wihdat remained sec- 
ond after a 2-1 win over 
miw lust placed Al Arabi 
who have allowed 24 goals 
in. The tilleholders will next 
play 5lh placed Shariah Al 
Hussein Thursday aiming 
for a win while hoping that 
the leaders draw or lose to 
regain the lend. 

Shahab Al Hussein, for- 
merly a first division team, 
are halfway through the ten- 
team standings after a 3-0 
win over Al Qadissieh who 
have won two matches so 
far. 

The top ten teams are 
playing two matches a week 
to end the fourth and last of 

STANDINGS 


tiic season's sticcei compe- 
titions tin Nov. 2U. 

Al Wihdat .ue looking tor 
their 5th consecutive 
Premier League title alter 
w inning the season -opening 
fourth Cup Winners’ Cup. 

Al Faisali took the second 
of the season’.-, lour soccer 
championships when they 
won their record loth 
J 01 dan Cup. 

Kulr-uum, playing it: the 
prestigious league foi die 
third year running, made 
history when they clinched 
their first ever major title b\ 
beating Al Hussein to win 
the country's third title — 
the Jordan Football 
Association 1 JFA 1 Shield. 

Al Wihdat. who have won 
the Cup and Cup Winners 
Cup in the last two years 
and the Premier League in 
the Iasi four. 


Team 

£ 

JK 

22 

L 

£E 

L1A 

23s 

Faisali 

10 

9 


1 

29 

5 

27 

Wihdat 

10 

8 

1 

1 

24 

10 

25 

Hussein 

10 

5 

1 

4 

10 

7 

16 

Ramtha 

10 

4 

3 

3 

13 

14 

15 

S. Al Hussein 

10 

3 

5 

2 

12 

12 

14 

Qadissieh 

10 

2 

4 

4 

14 

18 

10 

Jazireh 

10 

2 

3 

5 

7 

14 

9 

Kufrsoum 

10 

I 

5 

4 

8 

19 

8 

Ahli 

10 

1 

3 

6 

7 

13 

6 

Arabi 

10 

1 

3 

6 

12 

24 

6 



Michael Chang 


Chang hit by Singapore jinx 


SINGAPORE (R) — 

Michael Chang’s Singapore 
Open jinx struck again as he 
went out in the first round for 
the second year running at the 
$700,000 ATP Tour tourna- 
ment on Wednesday. 

German qualifier Michael 
Kohlmann ousted crowd 
favourite and American third 
seed Chang 2-6 6-3 6-4. 

Chang, who fell to compa- 
triot Jonathan Stark in the 
first round here last year, 
cruised through the firsr set 
but a break in the seventh 
game of the second was 
enough for Kohlmann to 
level the match at a set 


apiece. 

I 11 the third set it looked as 
if tiie German suddenly had 
all the answers to Chang's 
strokcplay. Tw;o breaks of 
serve and Kohlmann wa. 
serving for the match at 5-1. 

But Chang, fresh from his 
triumph in the Shanghai 
Open last week, hung on. He 
broke the German ami then 
held serve himself to narrow 
die gap to 5-4. But when die 
Gentian served for ihe match 
a second time, he made no 
mistake. 

Stoning with an ace, he 
volleyed the next two points 
with great authority to set up 


three match points. The first 
was saved by Chang w ith one 
of his vintage returns, but on 
the next lie failed 10 keep his 
return in. 

Number two seed Goran 
Ivanisevic, beaten in the 
Shanghai Open final by 
Chang, faced little challenge 
from American Steve 

Campbell. 

Ivanisevic sped to a 6-2 6-1 
victory to set up a second 
round dash with Australian 
Mark W'oodforde. who ousted 
South Africa's Marcos 

Ondruska 7-6 6-2. 


Advocaat interested in Guivarc’h 


GLASGOW (AFP) — 
Glasgow Rangers manager 
Dick Advocaat admitted on 
Wednesday that he is interest- 
ed in signing French World 
Cup winner Stcphanc 
Guivarc'h. 

The unsettled Newcastle 
striker, who failed to shine 
during the World Cup after 
finishing leading scorer in the 
French championship in two 
successive seasons, was 
bought in the summer by for- 
mer Magpies boss Kenny 
Dalglish. 


However, the 28-year-old 
former Auxerre striker is now 
set to leave :ls new manager 
Ruud Gullit attempts to 
finance his re-building of the 
side. 

"Wc have been looking fora 
proven striker lor a long time 
now.” Advocaat said. “And 
maybe Guivarc'h could come 
to tlte club.” 

Guivaro’h has had an 
unhappy time at the English 
Premiership giants since his 
transfer with injury hampering 
his first-team progress and 


United will be looking to re- 
coup the £3.5 million IS5.5 
million) they paid. 

The Scottish giants, whose 
anempt to win a record 10th 
title in a row was halted by 
arch-rivals Celtic last season, 
are also fciid 10 be interested m 
Paris Saint Germain's unset- 
tled Italian striker Marco 
Simone. 

The Scottish side are pre- 
pared to reignite their offer 
and pay the 29-year-old for- 
mer international a monthly 
wage of £ 1 20.000 cS 1 80.000). 



Fonner heavyweight champion Mike Tyson Is sworn in at a hearing before the 
Nevada Athletic Commission to determine whether he will regain his boxing licence, 
at Cashman Field in Las Vegas, in this Sept. 19, 1998 photo. Tyson’s lawyer John 
Branca is at left. A report by a team of psychiatrists who examined the former heavy- 
weight champion portrays him as Jacking in self-esteem and depressed to the point 
that he has been taking anti-depressant drugs in the months following the Holy field 
fight. However, the report says the former heavyweight champion Is ’fit to box again/ 
1 AP Photo) 

Tyson deemed ‘fit’ 
to fight again 


LAS VEGAS 1 AP) — 
Mike Tyson wa> extreme I \ 
depressed at the time he bit 
Evunder Holy fields ears 
and is unlikely to commit 
such an act again, a med- 
ical panel says in a report 
that finds he is "fit” to 
return to the ring. 

Tyson said he was feeling 
betrayed by "people I 
would have died for” lead- 
ing up 10 the June 1997 
title fight against 
Holy field, according "io the 
psychiatric report released 
today by the state attorney 
general’s office. 

” The report, by a team of 
doctors who examined the 
former heavyweight cham- 
pion last monthr portrays 
him as lacking in self- 
esteem and depressed to 
the point that he took anti- 
depressant drugs in the 
months following the 
Holylleld fight. 

The report was ordered 
by the Nevada Athletic 
Commission as a require- 
ment for Tyson in his 
attempt to regain his 
licence, which he lost for 
biting Holyfield. The com- 
mission meets Monday to 
consider the request. 

The report says Tyson 
has a "constellation of neu- 
robehavioural deficits” 
that include problems with 
attention span, memory, 
reading, spelling and 
impulse control.” 

One doctor speculated 
that Tyson, who said he 
never lost consciousness in 
the ring but did several 
times after beatings as a 
child, may have residual 
attention-deficit disorder. 

Tyson told the doctors he 
was not suicidal but has 
had feelings of sadness, 
hopelessness and helpless- 
ness ‘'all my life.” 

He was alternately 
engaging and hostile dur- 
ing the live days of exams. 
Two of the doctors treating 
him said he snapped in 
anger at them in separate 
instances, expressing a 
"wish” to harm one of 
them at one point. 

“It was this evaluator’s 
clinical impression that 
this incident did not reflect 
Mr. Tyson’s intent to intim- 
idate but rather that it was 
an expression of a fantasy 
in reaction to the frustra- 
tion of this evaluation." 
Dr. Jeremy D. 


Schmuhmann wrote. 

The report did not sax 
whom Tyson was angry at 
before the Holy field "fight, 
hut he later had a hitter 
split with promoter Don 
King and his managers. 
John Home and Rory 
Holloway, claiming they 
Mole millions of dollars 
from him. 

The team of six doctors, 
which examined Tyson at 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital in Boston, found 
that he was fit to fight 
again and not likely to bile 
another opponent. 

The report says Tyson 
V felt-^.^intvirrassed and 
humiliated by having to 
undergo five days of test- 
ing and was concerned that 
people would think he was 
"psycho.” 

*"I have no self-esteem, 
but the biggest ego in the 
world.” Tyson said. 

The report recommends 
that Tyson undergo psy- 
chotherapy and that his 
problems with depression 
and self-esteem can be 
treated without any further 
medication. The report said 
he had been taking the 
antidepressants after the 
Holyfield fight and for the 
last" month, but slopped 
because it made him lose 
his urge to fight. 

It concludes by saying 
there is no way to predict 
future behaviour, but the 
doctors believe Tyson is fit 
to box again. 

"It is the opinion of the 
evaluation team that Mr. 
Tyson is mentally fit to 
return to boxing, to comply 
with the rules and regula- 
tions, and to do so without 
repetition of June 28, 
1997,” the report said. 

“While we take note of 
the impulsivity. emotional 
problems and cognitive 
problems outlined above, u 
is our opinion that none of 
these, alone or in combina- 
tion. render Mr. Tyson 
mentally unfit in this 
regard.” 

The doctors included a 
neuropsychologisi. psychi- 
atrist. clinical psycholo- 
gist, two neurologists and a 
Doctor-lawyer. 

The commission will 


meet Monday to determine 
w hether to relicense Tyson. 
If Tyson is denied a 
licence, he will have to 
wait another >ear 10 be 
able to return to the ring. 

Tyson and his wife. 
Monica, hud fought to keep 
the report private, arguing 
that only members of the 
commission needed to 
know the state of the inner 
workings of the former 
champion's mind. 

But after a state Supreme 
Court ruling Monday that 
favoured the release of the 
reports, he signed a waiver 
agreeing to make them 
public. 

The report offers some 
tidbits about Tyson’s life, 
including the fact that he 
told doctors he drank alco- 
hol four days before the 
tests. Tyson had problems 
with drinking in his 
younger days, but convert- 
ed to Islam in prison and 
had said he did not drink 
any longer. 

At issue at Monday’s 
hearing will not only be 
Tyson’spsychological 
records, but questions 
about a fight after a fender- 
bender he was involved in 
on Aug. 3 1 . 

"It will be a very interest- 
ing hearing,” predicted 
Marc Ratner. the commis- 
sion's executive director. 

The major question asked 
by the commission was 
whether the doctors 
believe Tyson is mentally 
fit to compete without hav- 
ing anoiber episode like 
the one in which he bit 
Holyfield’s ears. 

Tyson and his advisers 
want the hearing as soon as 
possible because they want 
Tyson to fight on Dec. 5 if 
he gets his licence back. 

Tyson faces trial in 
Montgomery County, 
Maryland, the same day 
the commission meets on 
assault charges filed by 
two men stemming from 
the traffic accident outside 
Washington. 


FULL-FLOOR FURNISHED APARTMENT 

for rent 

Consists of 4 bedrooms (one master), 3 bathrooms, lounge, 
salon, dining room, two verandas, telephone, separate cen- 
tral heating. Area: 230 sq.m. Super Deluxe furniture. 

Excellent location in Rabia estate. 

Please call Tel.: 5533839 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 



FOR RENT 


VILLA ( JABAL AMMAN 1 : 4BEDS + 4BATHS + SWIMMING POOL 
UNFURNISHED 

VILLA I DEIR CHBAR i : 4BEDS + 4JMTJJS I FURNISHED) 
ROOF TOP 1SHMEISAN1) : 3BEDS 4 3BATHS I FURNISHED i 
GROUND n noRiUHM-UTHFJNAH): 3BEDS 4 3BATHS 


BYBLOS REAL ESTATE : 585S290 OR 537946 


Any 2 of the same drink you buy 
get ! of the same drink FREE 
14-1=3 

The Cheapest Prices In Town 
Best Quality Of Food And Drinks 
NO COVER CHARGE 5 DAYS 

MONDAY + THURSDAY 
LIVE BAND 
5 JD COVER CHARGE GET 1 DRINK FREE 


Tel. 5924677 Abdoun - Jordan Supermarket Bldg. 


Job Vacancy 

KHOBAR / SAUDI ARABIA 

An International School which is an 
Associate Member of the 

CHOUE1FAT / SAB I S SCHOOL NETWORK 

y 

is seeking a person with the following qualifications : 

0 Excellent command of English. 

© Some experience in educational management. 
© A solid academic general background. 

© A University degree. 

Interested candidates must send their C.V’ s 
before October 18th to Fax# 5858111 
( Should indicate ref. KSA # 98/1 3 1 1/1 9 1 1 ) 
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Cohen insists Iraq, Iran 
still pose threat to Gulf 


RIYADH (AFP) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen stressed throughout 
his five-day tour of the Gulf 
Arab countries that Iran and 
Iraq still pose a security 
threat to the region. 

The tour, cut short late 
Tuesday because of Kosovo, 
came just eight months after 
the last U.N.-lraq crisis when 
13. S. military action was nar- 
rowly averted in an 1 1 th hour 
deal brokered by U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan. 

Cohen repeatedly warned 
on his tour of the six Gulf 
Arab monarchies that Iraq 
must comply with U.N. dis- 
armament resolutions or else 
the United States was pre- 
pared to use military force. 

The Pentagon chief said 
the faceoff with Baghdad pit- 
ted the Iraqi president 
against the United Nations, 
and not Saddam Hussein 
against the United States. 

Iraq, which has been under 


an U.N. embargo since it 
invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. suspended its coopera- 
tion with U.N. arms inspec- 
tors in August. 

The embargo is not to be 
lifted until the inspectors ver- 
ify that Iraq has eliminated 
its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion and long-range missiles. 

Cohen said Saturday in 
Bahrain that there will be no 
modification of U.N. sanc- 
tions until Iraq restores coop- 
eration with the U.N. inspec- 
tors. 

Although Cohen conceded 
the crisis over weapons 
inspections in Iraq could take 
some time to resolve, he 
warned that Washington 
could double its military 
presence in the Gulf to about 
40,000 personnel in four 
days if required. 

“The U.S. is capable of 
military action. However, we 
are hopeful that there will not 
be any need for that,'' he said 
on the B ahrain lee of his 


tour. 

His warnings were also 
aimed at Iran, which Cohen 
said continued to support ter- 
rorism and build weapons of 
mass destruction despite 
increasing liberalisation 
under President Mohammad 
Khatami on the domestic 
front. 

“There can be no signifi- 
cant improvement in rela- 
tions with the U.S. as long as 
Iran continues to support ter- 
rorism. to build weapons of 
mass destruction and oppose 
the Middle East peace 
process.” he told reporters in 
Abu Dhabi. 

The United States broke 
off diplomatic ties with Iran 
in April 19S0 after Islamic 
revolutionaries took hostages 
at the U.S. embassy in 
Tehran. They were released 
in January 1981. 

Cohen also used his tour to 
urge Gulf states to help set 
up an anti-missile defence 
system. 


‘There is a proliferation of 
missile technology that is 
beginning to spread,” which 
would “place in jeopardy 
troops and people in the 
region." Cohen said, refer- 
ring specifically to Iran’s 
new Shahab-3 missile. 

Cohen said Monday he 
hoped that “friends in the 
region will share and join the 
research and development 
[of an anti-missile defence 
system] or somehow cooper- 
ate in the future as far as 
deployment is concerned." 

‘The response is quite pos- 
itive so far,” he said. 

Terrorism was also high on 
Cohen's agenda following 
the bombing of two U.S. 
embassies in East Africa on 
Aug. 7. 

“There is a danger that ter- 
rorists are turning to civilian 
targets... as a way of advanc- 
ing their cause,” a U.S. mili- 
tary source said, adding that 
“there is a need to coordinate 
our efforts." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


No Iraqi decision on U.N. inspections 

BAGHDAD (AP) — President Saddam Hussein and his top 
aides held a second meeting Wednesday to review relations 
with United Nations but took no decision on restarting the 
stalled weapons inspections, the official Iraqi News Agency 
(INA) said. INA said Saddam chaired a meeting of the 
Revolutionary Command Council and the Regional 
Command of the Baath Party to review the issue. A similar 
meeting was held Tuesday but a decision was deferred. 

Roods kill 63 Sudanese 

KHARTOUM ( AP) — Floods unleashed by heavy rains have 
killed 63 people in northwestern Sudan, the government said 
Wednesday. The Interior Ministry said the floods occurred 
Monday in the province of Sodui 400 kilometres west of 
Khartoum. A large number of livestock also died, it said 

Dozens killed in Turkey's Kurd conflict 

DIYARBAKJR <R) — Turkish security officials said on 
Wednesday their troops killed dozens of Kurdish rebels for the 
loss of 1 6 of their forces in an operation in the southeast, one of 
the largest numbers of Turkish casualties admitted in recent 
months. Tbe officials in the southeastern regional capital of 
Diyarbakir said troops had come across a large group of 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) guerrillas in the Catak area of 
Van province on Tuesday morning. Forty-two rebels, two sol- 
diers and 14 pro-stale village guards were killed in the result- 
ing firefighL 

Donkey bomb blast injures Yemeni officer 

SANAA (Ri — A Yemeni military officer was seriously 
wounded when explosives strapped to a donkey went off near 
his home in southern Yemen, residents and witnesses sad on 
Wednesday. 'The donkey bomb exploded when the officer 
Mansour Al Salami left his home on his way to work," a wit- 
ness to Tuesday’s incident in A1 Dalaa. 250 kilometres south of 
the capital Sanaa, told Reuters. ‘The explosives were appar- 
ently put under the saddle of the donkey, whose body was scat- 
tered into pieces as a result," he added A soldier who was with 
the officer was also slightly wounded Both were taken to hos- 
pital in Aden for treatment The motive for the explosion was 
not clear and official security sources declined to comment 

Lion bites off girl’s arm in Iranian zoo 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A hungry lion bitoff the arm of a 10-year- 
old girl in a northern Iranian zoo, the official IRNA news 
agency reported Wednesday. The girl stuck her left arm into the 
lion’s cage in the Babolsar, Mazandaran province zoo Tuesday, 
and foe beast “grabbed" the arm and “chewed it up." foe 
agency said The girl, identified only by her first name, Shima. 
underwent a two-hour operation at a nearby hospital IRNA did 
not specify whether her ann was saved 

Kuwaiti police arrest drunk in mosque 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Kuwaiti police have arrested a 
man for drinking alcohol in a mosque in this conservative 
Muslim Gulf state where liquor is banned a local paper said 
Wednesday. Worshippers in Mirqab mosque, in central' 
Kuwait City, spotted foe man in his 50s acting suspiciously in 
a comer of the mosque and alerted security guards. A1 Watan 
said Guards found a glass and a bottle of alcohol on the 
drunken man, who was taken away by a police patroL 

Israeli soldiers learn how to take an insult 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli soldiers serving in flashpoint zones 
are to be taught that sticks and stones may break their bones 
but names will never hurt them. The newspaper Yedioth 
Ahronoth reported on Wednesday that psychologists would 
help run two-day courses to teach troops how to deal with 
abuse from Palestinians and Jewish settlers in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. “It will be explained to the soldiers (hat they 
must understand that when someone insults them, they do not 
intend to hurt them personally but rather foe state,” foe report 
said 

Beer explosions maim China drinkers 

BELTING (R) — China's grouting army of beer drinkers faces 
a more serious hazard than bulging bellies or morning hang- 
overs — exploding beer bottles which injured 470 people this 
summer: The beer bottle explosions caused when shoddy 
glass bottles burst in the summer heat maimed 27 of the 
wounded, many with eye injuries, the China Economic Times 
said on Wednesday. Explosions during the July-September 
peak beer drinking season were up 130 per cent over 1997 
and accounted for 79 per cent of consumer product safety 
accidents nationwide, it said The problem stems from a bot- 
tle shortage which causes some brewers to repeatedly reuse 
containers long past their shelf life. Beer, at about 3.0-5.0 
yuan ($0.36-0.60) per bottle, is too pricey for China’s hun- 
dreds of milli ons of farmers, who prefer foe far cheaper buzz 
of sorghum Spirits. 


U.S. asks Israel to 
consider Palestinian 
state — Haaretz 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — The 
United States has asked Israel 
to “consider" a Palestinian state 
and even to mention it in foe 
final communique to be issued 
at the Wye Plantation summit 
due to start on Thursday, the 
daily Haaretz reported 

In return foe ULS. authorities 
have asked the Palestinians to 
postpone the announcement of 
a state which they have said 
(hey will do next May when the 
interim autonomy accoids 
expire. Haaretz said on 
Wednesday. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat are due to meet on 
Thursday at foe Wye Plantation 
Conference Centre near 
Washington under the aegis of 
U.S. President Bill Clinton (see 
stories on page 1). 

According to Haaretz. citing 


sources close to the negotia- 
tions, senior administration 
officials have presented their 
proposal to Israel in an informal 
way. 

“Senior Clinton administra- 
tion officials have informally 
asked Israel to consider accept- 
ing the principle of an eventual 
Palestinian . state as part of a 
final Wye P lantati on s ummi t 
document," the newspaper 
said 

Israel would accept the prin- 
ciple of a Palestinian state, the 
powers and borders of which 
would be negotiated and there- 
by head off the threat foal 
Arafat will announce a state 
unilaterally next May. it said 

According to the sources 
cited by Haaretz, the United 
States has so far only “sounded 
out” the Israeli government on 
the idea and has not sought to 
put pressure on it 


Bahrain ‘worried about 
democracy’ — Qatar 


DOHA (AFP) — Qatar's 
press on Wednesday said 
Bahrain's protest at its neigh- 
bour’s decision to hold 
municipal elections in the dis- 
puted Zubarah area and 
Hawar islands was based on 
worries over democracy. 

“The brothers in Bahrain 
seem worried about democra- 
cy and in popular participa- 
tion in Qatar," the Ai Raya 
daily said 

“Bahrain is clearly worried 
about the policies pursued by 
our government with regards 
to the consolidation of the 
participation of the citizen." 
the Al Sharq daily said 

Bahrain strongly protested 
Tuesday foe inclusion of two 
areas which Manama claims 
as its own in Qatar's munici- 
pal elections, which are 
expected to be held in 
February. 

"The recent decision by- 
Qatar to include the Zubarah 
region and Hawar islands 
within the elections for 
Qatar's central municipal 
council constitutes a flagrant 


violation of the sovereignty 
of the state of Bahrain,” a 
Bahraini ministry official 
said 

Qatari-Bahraini relations 
have suffered in recent years 
because of their territorial dis- 
pute. which has been submit- 
ted to the International Court 
at The Hague. 

Qatar claims foe Hawar 
islands and Fasht Al Dibel 
rocks, which Bahrain con- 
trols. Manama claims die 
Zubarah area, which is under 
Doha’s control. 

In July. Bahrain called on 
Qatar to end construction 
work in tbe Qatari coastal 
area of Zubarah. a day after 
Bahrain asserted its right to 
build a causeway linking it to 
the Hawar islands. 

Bahrain has been rocked 
periodically since December 
1994 by anti-government 
unrest led by foe Shiite 
Muslim opposition, which 
demands foe restoration of 
parliament that was dissolved 
in 1975. 



AIDA AND HER FATHER: Aida and her Gather embrace beneath Chephren’s 
Pyramid after tbe victory march on the second night of Giuseppe Verdi’s Aida Opera 
in Cairo on Ibesday. Hie famed opera teDs the story of a victorious Egyptian gener- 
al, Ra dames, who spurns tbe band of a Pharaoh’s daughter for that of a captured 
Ethiopian princess. Aida. Tourism has still not recovered in Egypt and the govern- 
ment is making a major effort to sell the country abroad. This is die third interna- 
tional event to be staged at the Giza pyramids in just three weeks (AP photo) 


Taleban agree to free all 
Iranian prisoners — official 

(AFP) — The TaiebLi mili- Taleban and Masood 

tia Wednesday agreed to , 

following assurances from a : locked in bitter fight 

special U.N. envoy. Tehran ; ^ 

would also free all Afghan j KABUL (AFP) — Taleban troops and forces loyal to 
prisoners, a Taleban official I commander Ahmad Shah Masood were locked in bitter 
here said. I fighting Wednesday but neither side had made any sig- 

The . agreement was \ nificaat advances since the militia launched its offensive 
reached during a lengthy J five days ago, independent sources said, 
four-and-a-half hour meet- i They said the fighting was still concentrated on three , 
ing between the Taleban’s fronts and was expected to continue for the next two or 
supreme leader Mulla three days. 

Mohammad Omar and U.N. "After that there ought be a break where both sides will 

special envoy Lakhdar assess their situation... but it’s difficult to make any pre- 
Ibrahimi. Taleban dictions in Afghanistan," one source told AFP. 

spokesman Abdul Hae j He said the Shomali Plains and the region around 
Mutmaen said. Hussein Kot, 70 kilometres north of Kabul, remained | 

He said the Taleban had quiet. 

also agreed to hold a face to The Taleban have been widely expected to open a 

face meeting with Iranian fourth front at Hussein Kot where authorities have told 

officials in Jeddah. Saudi die local people to bow to Taleban demands or watch 

Arabia, in a bid to nor- t h e ir sons die and see their villages destroyed, 

malise bilateral relations, The Shomali Plains begin about 25 kilometres north of 

which have sharply deterio- Kabul, cover Hussein Kot and stretch another 75 kilome- 
rated in recent months. * res mouth of the Panjsher Valley, home to 

The meeting in Jeddah Masood. 

will be held soon under the 
auspices of the 52-nation 
Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC), 

Mutmaen said. 

The Taleban Shura (advi- 
sory council) will meet to 
decide the date and compo- 
sition of the Islamic mili- 
tia’s delegation to Jeddah, 
he said. 

Ibrahimi, who was 
accompanied by OIC 
Assistant Secretary General 


Ibrahim Bakr described his 
talks with the Taleban’s 
reclusive leader as “very 
promising.” 

“I am very, very hopeful.” 
Ibrahimi told reporters 
before leaving for 
Islamabad after his daylong 
visit designed to defuse 
tensions between Iran and 
Afghanistan. 

He gave no immediate 
details saying he would sub- 


mit a report to U.N. 
Secretary General Kofi 
Annan. 

The Taleban spokesman 
did not give a date for the 
swap of prisoners with Iran. 

However, he said the 
Taleban would shortly free a 
First unspecified number of 
Iranian prisoners and would 
then allow the rest to go after 
they received the Afghan 
prisoners in return. 


Jordanian executive in Jerusalem ready 
to suffer ‘inconvenience 5 for business 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) 
— Omar Salah, one of the few Arab 
businessmen who dared to attend 
Israel's jubilee business conference 
this week in Jerusalem, is, above 
all, a pragmatist 

Israeli security at border crossings 
is known for its strictness, and 
Salah got a thorough going over. 

“Crossing the Israeli border over 
the bridge from Jordan wasn't 
exactly restful. They searched every 
seam of my clothing and I even had 
to take off my shoes.” said Salah, 
who came from Amman. 

But the director of the Jordanian 
holding company Century 


Investment Group said what really 
mattered was being able to meet the 
top executives of major multina- 
tional corporations attending the 
conference chaired by Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu. 

“I came to attract foreign invest- 
ment to Jordan, to create jobs there. 
For that I am ready to undergo some 
inconvenience," he said. 

The corporations represented, at 
the conference include U.S. giants 
such as Boeing Co. and Motorola 
Inc. and British company Cable and 
Wireless pic, which are of particular 
interest to Salah. 

“The place is subject to controver- 


sy, but I would have held talks with 
these executives anywhere else in 
the world, and it turned out that 
they were meeting next door,” he 
said 

Salah said he regretted the cancel- 
lation of the fifth regional econom- 
ic conference scheduled .for 
November after Arab countries 
refused to attend to protest against 
lack' of movement in the Israeli- 
Palestinian peace process. 

The four regional economic con- 
ferences that were held in succes- 
sive years in Casablanca, Amman , 
Cairo and Doha were the result of 
die Middle East peace process 


launched in 1993. 

“These regional conferences had 
become too political, and I under- 
stand that the Arab leaders of the 
Middle East could not continue as if 
nothing" had changed, he said. “We 
are at a standstill and must hope that 
goodwill will finally win out at the 
next summit ar Wye Plantation” 
between Netanyahu and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat, scheduled for 
Thursday. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton is 
sponsoring the summit in hopes of 
getting an agreement for Israel to 
withdraw from a further 13 per cent 
of the West Bank. 
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Stevenson has spent 
last 12 years trying to Per- 
suade die wine world 

there is a . hiccup in & 
accepted history of ^ 
wine-making method-^ 
produces champagne. 
his latest book. “A. Word. 
Encyclopaedia °* 

Champa gn e, and Spazkfi 0 - 
Wine," Stevenson publish" 
es a document be sag 
proves the British were 
first to deliberately.!* 0 ' 
duce a sparkling wine- 


